



































LITH-I-BLOCK’S MODERN FEATURES L ' T fa - ; — & L ii C 4 
MEAN MORE HIGH QUALITY 
PRODUCTION AT LOWEST COST M A € « i oe F 
ROTA-POSED' AGITATION — Interlocking 


fingers on three rotating shafts fill mold 
in a fraction of former time. 


MICRO-JUSTABLE’ VIBRATION—Calibrated 


weights adjustable to any vibration YOUR CHOICE OF 


intensity desired. 


wronuue nowin nace — 12.8% HYDRAULIC or AIR POWER 
more power than used with other hydrav- 
lic block machines. 
GUIDED PALLET SUPPORT AND STRIPPER — 
Extra heavy shafts guide vertical travel 
Baan 2 or 3-BLOCK MODELS 
4-POINT HEIGHT CONTROL — Built-in, posi- 


tive —-on every Lith-I-Block Machine, at 
no extra cost. 


QUICK CHANGE MOLD BOX — Change over 
to another size block in twenty minutes, 
or less. 


FRONT PALLET RETURN — One man opera- 
tion with optional automatic front pallet 
return, right or left hand models. 


BONUS QUALITY 


<7 


Lita-I-BLock 


MADE ONLY ON THE 
LITH-I-BLOCK MACHINE 








THE BLOCK MACHINE 
WITH THE PROVEN FEATURES 
MOST WANTED BY BLOCK PRODUCERS 


LITH-1-BAR CO HOLLAND, MICH 
E WORLD OVER 


LITH-I-BAR COMPANY 


HOLLAND -: MICHIGAN 


Send me latest bulletins on Lith-!-Block Machine 


NAME 


COMPANY _ 


ADDRESS 


CITY & STATE 
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FEATURES FOR THIS MONTH 


Wer Comaeee fe Wee 6s 0 6 b's oc 0.0.8 baa os dee ences 


A lively article on the richest, fastest growing concrete masonry 
market in the country — and the reasons behind this growth. 


incorporation and Tax Savings .....ccscccscvcvecscecve 


Here is a glimpse of the savings possible for single proprietors and 
partners who take advantage of the benefits of corporation tax 
laws. By Harold J. Ashe. 


Plant Owners’ Rights Under Zoning Laws............. 


This review of court decisions on zoning offers the reader a clearer 
2 zit. 


picture of the rights he has to stand on in g or ques- 
tions. By Albert Woodruff Gray. 





Ohio Ready Mixed Concrete Association ............. 


A brief report on this group's recent annual convention, with a 
summary of comments by guest-speaker Vincent P. Ahearn regard- 
ing the cement supply situation. 


The Billion Dollar Motel Market ..........-eceeeee eee. 


Motels today are a booming business, and a field with unlimited 

DEPARTMENTS opportunities for enterprising block producers. Here are the sales 
features in which motel owners are most interested, By Eileen 
Maloney. 


Industry News ........18 Texcrete Launches its New Look ..........-eeee8e005 


Calendar of Events ....18 A Texas giant has prepared for future growth with expanded fa- 
cilities, modern production techniques, and the latest equipment. 
Everybody's Business ...21 


Not in the Specs . 
Members of the National Ready Mixed Concrete Association sup- 
Sales Clinic ... plied information for this thorough analysis of the cement supply 
outlook for the remainder of 1956. 


The Cement Outlook ............ 


Cement Briefs 


Manufacturers’ Notes .. 
The Hamilton Gravel Company looks forward to good results with 
Letters to the Editor ....50 a safety program that brings cash benefits to the employee and 


Equipment & Materials ..52 the employer at once. 


e* 


They Make Safety Pay — Both Ways ..........-+++4+-. 


What’s In A Name? ....... RG ee 


The editor contends that a brand-name specification is just another 
Book Reviews ........54 form of restrictive covenant, and convinces himself, if no one else, 

that we'd all be better off measuring up to the tough requirements 
Index to Advertisers ....63 of a performance specification. 


WILLIAM M. AVERY, EDITOR DONALD T. PAPINEAU, Publisher DONALD C. WHITE, Manager Advertising Sales 





Advertising Representatives: Porter Wylie & Co., 114 East 13th St., New York 3, N. Y., Phone: Gramercy 5- 
3581; Crawford L. Elder, 2500 El Venado Drive, Puente, Calif., Phone: Oxford 44-116; Clarence L. Morton, 
294 Washington St., Boston 3, Mass., Phone: Liberty 2-8538. Subscription Price: $4.00 a year in the United 


States and its possessions. One dollar additional for postage elsewhere. Single copies, 50 cents each. Copy- 
right 1956 by Concrete Publishing Corp. Accepted as controlled circulation publication at Mendota, Ill. 
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You Can Take It With You 
IF IT’S A RINSON FORK TRUCK 





RINSON Fork Trucks are de- 
signed to pay their own way by 
reducing time and labor costs. 
And they do! It takes perform- 
ence to build reputation . . . 
that's why RINSON is acknowl- 
edged as a pace-setter in the 
materials handling business. RIN- 
SON Fork Lifts incorporate every 
needed feature for maximum 
efficiency and versatility in con- 
struction materials handling. 


Prices start as low as $3665. 





BIG NEW FEATURES MEAN BIG NEW SAVINGS 


You can take it with you. .. if it’s a RINSON Fork Lift Truck! 
Just hook up with the built-in towing attachment. In less than 
five minutes you’re-ready to roll. You cruise easily at highway 
truck speeds. RINSON’S steering axle, fold-away forks, tie-in 
braking and lights are all designed for compactness and safety on 
almost any road. 


Rinson saves costly man hours . . . A few minutes after you 


RINSON offers big-lift capacity 
with little-truck maneuverability. 
Even on tricky ramps or in tight 
quarters, RINSON trucks are 
easy to handle and comfortable 
to operate. Semi-rigid framing 
gives unbeatable performance 
over curbs and obstacles 
without loss of wheel traction. 
NF 40 and 60 models are equip- 
ped with 4-wheel brakes and in- 
terchangeable wheels. 


There arw five standard 
“towable” RINSON models, each 
specially and ruggedly built to 
serve today's requirements for 
heavy construction materials 
handling. Custom engineered 
models and four-wheel-drive 
trucks can be built to order. 


arrive at the job site your RINSON is ready for a real day’s work. 
And boy what a giant-sized handling job it will do . 
loading, unloading, maneuvering and elevating jobs that would 
normally require five to eight times as many man hours. 


Inside or out... At your plant or any location, RINSON offers 
features of versatility and dependability that cannot be matched 
anywhere. Equally at ease on paved surfaces or rough ground, 
your RINSON is truly a “trucker’s truck” . . . designed and built 
by men who know the problems of construction materials 
handling. 


Low cost operation and maintenance . . . It’s built right in 
your RINSON. All standard towing models employ Ford Truck 
parts throughout. This marriage of easily obtainable parts to your 
new RINSON is just another of the many reasons why masonry 
contractors and materials-handling men in block yards and concrete 
plants everywhere are recommending that you .. . . 


TEST RINSON ... YOU'LL BUY RINSON 


RINSON IS THE ORIGINAL TOWABLE FORK TRUCK 


—_— aS OS Sk Se a ce ee 
C. Rinkin & H. Olson, Rinson Fork Lift Trucks 
725 E Monrovia 4, Calif 


Huntington Drive 


Send free illustrated brochure on RINSON Fork 


Lift Trucks. 

NAME TITLE 
COMPANY 

ADORESS 


CITY... STATE 
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is 
| LIGHT-WEIGHT HOIST | | 


The low-headroom 

feature (requires only 12 ft.) plus the new power- 
ful magnetic plate makes the BERGEN Hoist a 
real high-production asset to any block plant. 


Not 
This @& this HEIGHT & DENSI 





TRI- MATIC BLOCK MACHINE 











a truly HIGH PRODUCTION machine! 

Rugged, Powerful, Dependable . . . 
a Bergen Tri Matic is your assurance of maximum #op 
quality production, for many years. 


VORE 


ol koked anol F-Tal i 
Vat Moke R Alare| 


‘MORE 
‘(BERGEN 


EQUIPMENT 





The BERGEN ZERO- CONTROL 
MATIC automatically 


on your block machine. 


controls aggregate volume to the mold and the vibration 
period under pressure. It maintains precise Quality Control 
on the Density, Texture, and Height of the blocks produced 


lA 
Ev Ly! 


Phone “Collect” or 





BATCH 
MIXER 


w-ite for complete details and 
prices of these or any other Bergen products. 











Unusually heavy construc- B ER GEN 


tion — you get longer, 
trouble-free life from MACHINE & TOOL CO., INC. 
genuine Ni-Hard liners . 
and blades, as well as NUTLEY, NEW JERSEY 
double life from the exclusive reversible 130-tooth main 
gear. All combine to assure superior mixing for many years. Cable Address: “BERGENCO" (Nutley, N. J.) 





CONCRETE—August, 1956 








AA 


Z=-WAY RA DIO 


makes satisfied customers for Travers Supply Co. 


of Decatur, Ill. 


SPEEDS READY-MIX CONCRETE DELIVERY 
Direct from the site, Ralph Calfee radios dispatcher John 
Mosser that another yard is needed to complete the job. 


Decatur Herald Review 


HERE’S HOW RADIO HELPS YOU 


John Stoune, Travers’ manager, was arriving 
at a job in his radio equipped station wagon. 
Dispatcher Jim Mosser radioed, wondering 
about a gravel truck due on the job. Stoune 
answered, “He’s dumping the load now— 
should be back in 20 minutes.”’ Dispatcher 
Mosser knew exactly when he could schedule 
that truck for another job. A mixer returning 
to the plant was heard reporting mechanical 
trouble. A service truck was immediately sent 
to him and a spare truck dispatched to fill his 
next order—as much as an hour saved, not to 
mention the finisher’s temper if he had run 
out of cement. 

If forms aren’t ready, the dispatcher gets 
the report in 30 seconds and can direct the 
mixer to another site nearby. When an esti- 
mate runs short, a fast radio call—direct from 
the job—gets the concrete there to finish the 
job. Loose ends at the end of the day are 
cleaned up easier with radio—drivers and 
batch plant men get home on time, and ex- 
pensive overtime payroll is slashed. 

With constant dispatcher contact and con- 
trol, every truck does a bigger job every day, 
making a more efficient, more profitable oper- 
ation. And customers are kept serviced, happy 
and loyal. 


HERE’S WHY MOTOROLA 
DOES THE JOB BETTER 


Motorola consistently supplies more mobile and 
portable radio than all others combined . . . proof 
of acceptance, experience and quality. The only 
COMPLETE radio communications service—spe- 
cialized engineering ... product... customer 
service... parts... installation . .. maintenance 
... finance... lease. 


VERSATILE—Motorola produces the greatest vari- 
ety of 2-way radio equipment available—equipment 
that can be combined to form a custom-made system 
at production line prices. 


RUGGED-—'t is built to take the severe beating that 
any ready-mix work imposes on it—proven in use for 
long life, dependability and economy. 


SERVICE—There is a Motorola Service Station near 
you. Motorola offers the most complete national 
service set-up—700 Authorized Service Stations, on 
call 24 hours a day. 


TERMS—You can have Motorola 2-way radio on 
purchase, time payment, or lease (with or without 
equity). 





Get the full facts from a Motorola Communications 
Engineer. Write, phone or wire TODAY! 


MOTOROLA COMMUNICATIONS & ELECTRONICS, INC. 


A Subsidiary of Motorola, Inc., 4501 Augusta Boulevard, Chicago 51, Illinois 
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Pr  iressed 
Hollow-Core 
‘Incor’ Piles 


Speed Wharf Construction at Esso 
Standard Deep Water Oil Terminal 


@ Interesting feature of this wharf, recently com- 
pleted at Esso Standard Oil Company’s Deep Water 
Oil Terminal, Newport News, Va., is the use of 
precast prestressed hollow-core concrete piles in the 
tanker dock with its six reinforced concrete mooring 
and breasting dolphins. 

Piles average 77 ft. in length, with 18 x 18 in. cross 
section and 8 in. hollow core. A total of 151 pre- 
stressed piles were precast and pretensioned at job 
site, three piles at a time in each of seven 250 x 30 ft. 
pretensioning benches, using ‘Incor’* 24-Hour Cement 
in the mix for faster re-use of the casting beds. 

In the pretensioning bench, ‘Incor’ substantially re- 
duces production time, and therefore cost, by providing 


Above, left, new wharf is supported on 151 prestressed ‘Incor’ concrete piles, average 


dependable high early strength in 24-48 hours, making 
possible faster turnover. 

In service, ‘Incor’ high-early and high-ultimate 
strengths assure quality concrete which is specially 
important in realizing the fullest advantage from 
prestressing. *Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 


ESSO STANDARD OIL COMPANY— 
DEEP WATER OIL TERMINAL 
Newport News, Va. 


Designed by 


CARIBBEAN CONSTRUCTION CO., LTD. 
Kingston, Jamaica, B.W_.I. 


Engineers and General Contractor: 


TIDEWATER CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION 
Norfolk, Va. 


Ready-mix ‘Incor’ Concrete: 
BENSON-PHILLIPS COMPANY, INC. 


a 
Newport News, Va. 


length 77 ft. Piles were prestressed at job site: right, placing ‘Incor’ concrete in forms. 


LOWE STAR CEMENTS COVER 
THE ENTIRE CONSTRUCTION FIELD 
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CORPORATION 


BETHLEHEM, PA. 
HOUSTON 
NEW YORK 


Offices: ABILENE, TEX ALBANY, N.Y. 

BIRMINGHAM + BOSTON -+ CHICAGO + DALLAS 

INDIANAPOLIS + KANSAS CITY, MO. - NEW ORLEANS 
NORFOLK + RICHMOND WASHINGTON, D.C 


LONE STAR CEMENT, WITH ITS SUBSIDIARIES, |S ONE OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
CEMENT PRODUCERS 18 MODERN MILLS, 38,000,000 BARRELS ANNUAL CAPACITY 


5 





NOW! 


The Challenge “Uni-Lever” Control... 
Standard Equipment On All 
Challenge “Pacemaker” Truck Mixers 


First developed for the Challenge “ETO” Pacemaker, conveniently located at the rear of the mixer, the 
the “Uni-Lever” control is now standard equipment _ driver has positive control of the mixer during the 
on all Challenge “Pacemaker” Truck Mixers. With entire job operation. Truly, operating simplicity at 
its best. The “Uni-Lever” cab control is also stand- 


the “Uni-Lever” you start, stop, reverse and regu- 
ard, enabling the driver to move the truck and 


late the speed of the mixing drum. No complicated 
time consuming effort. With just one single lever, discharge concrete at the same time. 


“Uni-Lever,” one of the many outstanding Challenge features 
which makes the “Pacemaker” easier and faster to operate... 
less expensive to service and maintain...building greater 
profits on every job. 


COOK BROS. 


EQUIPMENT COMPANY i 
Exclusive worldwide distributors for 
Challenge “Pacemaker” Truck Mixers 


Operation of Challenge ‘Pacemaker’ 
Truck Mixer is easily handled from 
ground with the ‘Uni-Lever’’ Control— 
standard equipment on all models. 


3334 San Fernando Road, Los Angeles 65, Calif. 


pay ae 
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CLINTON WELDED WIRE FABRIC 


ee the concrete reinforcement that is 
low in cost and so easy to use 


Versatile Clinton Welded Wire Fabric is ideal for so many different concrete re- 
inforcement jobs. It can be quickly laid because it comes in conveniently-sized 
rolls or sheets and can be easily cut to shape without heavy, special equipment. 


Typical applications for Clinton Welded Wire Fabric are: 


PRECAST REINFORCED PRODUCTS 

such as these wall ls. On jobs such as this, 
Clinton Welded Wire Fabric is ideal 

since it’s easy to handle and affords excellent 
strength characteristics because it’s made from 
high-yield-strength wire. Other precast applica- 
tions include concrete planks, floor slabs, roof 
slabs, burial vaults, laundry tubs and tanks. 


REINFORCED PIPE 

like this storm sewer. Clinton Welded 
Wire Fabric is excellent for concrete pipe 
reinforcement because it is easy to place 
when making the pipe . . . because it gives 
the pipe long life, high strength and 

the ability to withstand heavy, concentrated 
loads. Reinforced pipe is also widely used 
for culverts, sanitary sewers and 

airport drainage. 


BUILDINGS 

ranging from this service station to huge 
skyscrapers can make excellent use of 
Clinton Welded Wire Fabric. It will 
help hold future maintenance costs to a 
minimum by controlling cracking, 
equalizing loads and preventing deteriora- 
tion. As a result, this durable, 
dependable fabric is widely used in office 
buildings, schools, hospitals, apartments, 
residences and warehouses. 


You can get full information on how you can use Clinton Welded Wire Fabric to 
best advantage in your operation by writing to the nearest office below. Do it today. 


WHEN THEY ASK... " 


SAY YES WITH... 


3688 


THE COLORADO FUEL AND IRON CORPORATION: Albuquerque « Amarillo « Billings « Boise « Butte » Casper « Denver « El Paso « Ft. Worth e Houston 
Kansas City + Lincoln (Neb.) « Oklahoma City « Phoenix « Pueblo « Salt Lake City « Wichita. PACIFIC COAST DIVISION: Los Angeles « Oakland « Portland 
San Francisco « Seattle » Spokane. WICKWIRE SPENCER STEEL DIVISION: Atlanta « Boston Buffalo Chicago « Detroit « New Orleans « New York 
Philadelphia. CF&I OFFICE IN CANADA: Toronto. 
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Model 8 FULLY 
AUTOMATIC 
BLOCK MACHINE 


including: Pallet feeder, 
mold, feed box agitator, elec- 
tronic controls and panel, all 
motors and switches, puUMPp- 
unit and electronic height 


Tats | 
rol. Ready to 


and density cont 
work for you.--- 


and the price is just 


10,385 


F.O.B. VANCOUVER 


Investigate our “Pay as You Depreciate”’ 


finance plan. Terms up to 6 years. 
































f 
' 
'’ 
l 









Home Office 


‘ 


MACHINE 


107 
S$. GRAND, VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON 


Factory 6 
y Branch and Warehouse at Mattoon, iil 
n, Minois. 




















Distei . . . 
rt natn in: Wisconsin, Illinois, South Caroli 
i . . . 7 

wen Florida, New Jersey, Virginia Cuitoate, 

ssachusetts, Texas, Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver, B rs 

" r, B.C. 














The choice of Pr 
Concrete Product 





The immediate acceptance and purchase of Form-Crete 
Steel Forms by prestressed concrete manufacturers from 
coast to coast provides ample assurance of the sound de- 
sign, practical rugged construction and economy of this 
new innovation in the prestressed concrete field. With 
the addition of a line of I-beam forms engineered for 

: ; ; FORM. CRETE DOUBLE-T ALL-STEEL CAST- 
casting all standard specified sizes of prestressed concrete NG FORMS- By utilizing a variety of gout 
I-beams we offer the most complete line of coordinated forma and som heights pgp nee 
interchangeable forms and accessories obtainable any- prestressed concrete castings that we con- 


‘ é “ 4 servatively estimate may be produced from 
where. A new revised catalog is available soon—write for this one all-steel form assembly. 


your copy today. 
FOOD MACHINERY 
th AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
Me FLORIDA DIVISION 


, LAKELAND, FLORIDA 


SEND FOR FORM-CRETE BULLETIN 100-A 
PF.S 
FORM-CRETE STEEL FORMS FOR CASTING REINFORCED OR PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 


SOS SSE SHEESHEHEHSEHSHSHSEHSHEHHSHESHSHEHSHHSHSHEHSHHESHESHEHSSEHEHSHEHSHEHSHEHEHESHEHSHS SHEE SHEHSHEHEEHSHEHEESHESESEHEHE SHEE HEHEHEEHEEHEHEEHSEEOEEEEESE 


= ss SD Op =3 os 


SQUARE AND - TYPE 
DOUBLE ‘“‘T’’ SLABS SINGLE “‘T” JOISTS SOUD LINTELS OCTAGONAL PILING BRIDGE BEAMS onsex DECKS 
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Take a 


|| WHAT'S NEW 


"|. 


Li 


through this 
JOHNSON 
concrete plant 





CENTRAL CEMENT FEED 
with Concentric Batcher 


@ Prevents “gumming”, reduces 
dusting, pre-shrinks materials @ 
handles 2 to 8 aggregates, ar- 
ranged concentrically around 1 or 
4 types cement @ weighs cement 
on separate scale, aggregates on 
accumulative dial scale or individual 
beam scales @ dual discharge 
available @ 2 to 8 cu. yd. sizes, 
fully automatic air-ram operated, 
semi-automatic, or manual control. 


_JOHNSON 


BATCHERS HOPPERS 





Trace the flow of aggregates and cement 
through this Johnson central-mix plant. 
You'll find it an interesting “tour”: 

Vertical bucket elevator feeds cement 
from silo to overhead bin at the rate of 
275 bbls. per hour. The 1032-bbl. storage 
silo assures an ample supply of bulk 
cement on hand for uninterrupted produc- 
tion. Inclined conveyor feeds aggregates 
from stockpile to bin. Johnson All-Welded 
Portable-Section Bin provides 200 cu. yds. 
of overhead storage of aggregate and 
cement for immediate plant use. Bin is 
divided into 4 equal aggregate compart- 
ments, and a 260-bbI. central cement tank. 
3 cu. yd. Concentric Batcher (see diagram) 
accurately weigh-batches all materials at 
top speed, and discharges into Koehring 
3-yd. Mixer. Water weigh-batcher gives 
close quality control of mixed concrete. 


There’s a size and type of Johnson plant 
that will fit your exact needs, too. Ask 
your Johnson distributor about it. 


C. $. JOHNSON CO., Champaign, III. 


(Koehring Subsidiary) 
co 


ELEVATORS 


T6EBW-CONC 





a FOR BLOCK MANUFACTURERS 


BY J. J. PARKSON 
CHIEF CHEMIST, EDICK LABORATORIES 


RACK RUST STOPPED FOR GOOD 


A new chemical discovery makes it 
possible to completely stop corrosion 
and permanently prevent rust from 
forming on racks. It is called RAC- 
KOTE. 
Having exceptional rust, chemical, 
alkali, and water resistance, RAC- 
KOTE is a tough, chemically active 
coating that provides racks with a mini- 
mum of one year’s protection. Annual 
application results in permanent pro- 
tection from rust and corrosion. 
Chemists don’t usually become involved 
in the dollars and cents angle of prod- 
uct development, but in the case of 
RAC-KOTE we've taken time out to 
do a little figuring on the important 
savings this new product can mean to 
a block manufacturer! 

The average life of a rack is five years, 
so plants generally figure on replacing 
20% of their racks each year. But now, 
RAC-KOTE eliminates rack replace- 
ment. . .actually saves you $800.00 
a year for every hundred racks in your 
plant. Here’s how: 


Yearly replacement 

of 20 racks $1000.00 
Cost of protecting all 

100 racks with 

RAC-KOTE 
Saving each year 
And in addition to keeping racks free 
from rust, RAC-KOTE gives you other 
benefits. . . .racks retain their original 
strength and dimensions, eliminating 
weakened legs, distortion, binding of 
pallets, also eliminates rusty condensate 
water that can mar the block’s ap- 
pearance. 
RAC-KOTE is easy to apply to old or 
new racks with either brush or spray. 
One gallon protects five racks. Drying 
time is 8 hours; overnight, racks are 
ready to use. It’s that simple! 
Stop rust and corrosion from eating 
away your profits. Order RAC-KOTE 
today for both old and new racks. In 
5 gallon containers, $10.00 per gallon. 
Freight allowed to all points in U.S.A. 
Use this handy order form. Start saving 
right away! 








Edick Laboratories, Inc. 


427 W. National Ave., Milwaukee, Wis. 


I want to cut — rack replacement. . 
Please rush 5-gallon cans of RAC-KOTE. 
Name 


Company 


Address 
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- With 
TRANSCRETE’ 


MIXES BETTER CONCRETE — FASTER 


Extra large diameter drum head plus 
deep “L” section blades for more mixing 
action per each drum revolution. 


QUICKER DISCHARGE 

Exclusive CMC Swing-Out Hopper 
swings out for discharge so concrete can 
come through big UNOBSTRUCTED open- 
ing in full, easily controlled stream. 


TROUBLE-FREE OPERATION 


Only TRANSCRETE has the CMC Float- 
ing Drive that absolutely eliminates all the 
troubles of ordinary rigid drives. 


4 Models — 312 to 7 yard capacities 


For complete information on TRANSCRETES... 
contact your local CMC distributor... or write us 


CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY COMPANY « Waterloo, lowa 
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Million Dollar Heat Treat Department 


Insures QUALITY CONTROL! 


Besser Heat Treat Department. 
Nl FORA Sag Car furnace showing car loaded with 
b | - 





parts before entering furnace. 


The Besser Company’s facilities for precision 
manufacture of Vibrapac machines and parts is 
further evidenced by the $1,000,000.00 heat treat 
department. More than 8000 square feet of the spacious Besser plant 
is devoted exclusively to heat-treating. 


Special steel is selected for each machine or mold part. 
Then, based on its application, it is heat-treated to insure maximum 
hardness against abrasive wear, as well as toughness to 
resist shock and vibration. 


Tip to Block Makers — You can save money by buying 
Besser Standard Division Plates because they are made of special 
alloy steel, heat-treated to a Rockwell “C” hardness of 63/65 
and a case depth of 5/64” per side — then tempered to guarantee 
uniformity of hardness and finally 100% inspected. 


BESSER Company 


BOX 127, ALPENA, MICHIGAN, U.S.A. 
» Block Plants 


GENUINE VIBRAPAC PARTS 
ARE MADE ONLY BY BESSER 





A 8898-1PC 
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Faster, More Profitable Processing 
FOR MODERN BLOCK PLANTS 


eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 





Quick Opening 
DOORS 


Simplified design assures speedy operation with 
the ultimate in safety for high pressure concrete 
block steam curing systems. Operated by a 

push-button controlled hydraulic unit, Wade. 
Lok Quick Opening Doors feature a safety 
interlock warning device or optional positive 





Struthers Wells 
AUTOCLAVES 











Autoclaves are available from Struthers 
Wells in any design or capacity for high 
pressure concrete block steam curing sys- 
tem service. The unit illustrated includes 
a Wedg-Lok Quick Opening Door. 


STRUTHERS WELLS 
PRODUCTS 


Titusville BOILERS Known for dependability since 1860. BORER SSVINS 


° 7 ‘ow ° ° ° ° ons BOILERS for Power and Heat .. . High ond 
Our Titusville Division builds boilers in all required capacities Low Pressure... Water Tube ... Fire Tube ... 
. try . rvi Package Units 
and ty! for cement indus oe ce. PROCESSING EQUIPMENT DIVISION 
Crystallizers . . . Direct Fired Heaters . . . 
Evaporators . . . Heat Exchangers . . . Mixing 
and oe Units - « » Quick Opening —_ rs 


STRUTHERS WELLS Corporation imei 


Crankshofts .. . Pressure Vessels . . . Hydraulic 
Cylinders . . . Shafting . . . Straightening and 
Back-up Rolls 


TITY SVILLE, PA. pamentinl or Wan nary a nO Metal 


Forming . . . Tangent Benders . . . Folding 


PLANTS AT TITUSVILLE, PA, AND WARREN, PA. Machines . . . Roller Table and Tumble Die 


Bending Machines . . . Press Brakes . . . Punch- 


Offices in principal citles ing and Notching Machines . . . Forming Dies 
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: WITH THE GOCORP 


Here's a low cost, durable, plain pallet block 
machine that will give you jet age production 
of blocks you can brag about. The JET builds 
profits for you that won't be eaten up by 
maintenance and the burden of frequent 
replacement. 


JET FEATURES THAT MEAN PRODUCTION AND PROFIT!!! 


@ JET PRODUCTION —Conservatively rated at 600 structural members « Motors, pumps, shafts, 
good blocks per hour. single acting cylinders are all oversized for 
real staying power « Plug stop reversing vi- 

® JET QUALITY BLOCKS —Quick change feed and brator motors—no brake failures. 


strip time controls to handle troublesome mixes 
® ACCESSIBLE — Working parts are where you can 


get at them « No pit required « Easy to adjust 
e Easy to clean » Easy to maintain « Change 
full height molds in about 20 minutes—to other 


© JET HYDRAULIC DRIVE —For swift, smooth, effort- heights in about 30. 
less motions. © TWO VERSATILE SIZES —Either 2X or 2'/2X. 


@ BUILT TO LAST —Rugged frame has full 1” side For higher production at a lower unit cost, write 
plates—thoroughly braced with plate and today for your brochure on the GOCORP JET. 


* Automatic, low voltage height control «A 
block receiver that babies your most fragile 
blocks—no jolts or jerks. 


OTHER GOCORP EQUIPMENT —The “Trustee” (3X husky brother of the “Jet"), “King” (6X) and 
“Senior” (3X) Plain Pallet Machines @ “Junior” Cored Pallet Block Machines (Single or Twin Models) @ Mixers <4 


YIIIVE N-MICH. 


405 Grace Street Adrian, Michigan 


and Skips (up to 75 cu. ft.) @ Allied equipment 
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ee an the 
BUTLER ENGINEER 


. . . of traffic tangles 
and racing 34E pavers 


Overheard at the Ready Mixed 
Show: 
“So you want me to cut my 
price? Look, this equipment 
will pay you a profit for 
years to come. I only make 
a profit on one sale—and 
you want to cut me out of 
that!” . 
The other day I drove from 
Waukesha to Milwaukee. Had 
to slam on my brakes to dodge 
a truckload of concrete block 
swinging out of a block plant 
(a Butler customer). In back 
of me (and he hit Ais brakes) 
was a transit-mix truck from a 
Waukesha ready mix outfit 
(another Butler customer). 
After I swallowed my heart I 
started to pass the block truck 
but had to swing back to avoid 
a transit-mix truck from Com- 
pany Y in Milwaukee (another 
Butler customer). All right, 
don’t believe this: booming 
along in back of Y’s truck was 
another transit-mix owned by 
Z (another B-c-). Kind of a 
concrete traffic problem! 
* 
With the Butler 0-1-0 one-man- 
operated Roadbuilders’ Plant I 
rather thought we had reached 
a pretty ultimate high for pro- 
duction. Now comes the idea 
of adding an aggregate bin for 
one size of stone (pre-set con- 
trols and automatically batched 
of course). Such a set-up would 
play ring-around-a-rosy with 
THREE 34E dual drum pavers. 
o 

Butler Automatic Batching 
(roadbuilders, ready mix “or 
concrete products) will not do 
certain things. It won’t 

mix baby’s formula 

wash the dishes 

polish your car 
but it will make you such a 
happy, handsome profit you 
can hire those jobs done. 

Stay healthy, wealthy and 

you won't need to be wise 


BUTLER BIN COMPANY 
WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 











| 358 .N. Harding Ave. 
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Profits for you are the result of the National Car 
Shaker— profits derived from the fast, efficient, 
complete unloading of aggregates with only one 
operator. 

The National Car Shaker combines low cost with 
the best engineering principles such as all-welded 
box girder frame, patented rubber-to-rubber motor 
mount, hardened bolts and nuts and triple V-belt 
drive. 

Many years of trouble-free operation are yours 
with the National Car Shaker. The first one pre- 
duced is still in daily operation after eight years 


of the roughest work. 


Write for full information on the money-saving 


National Car Shaker today—tright now. 


NATIONAL CONVEYOR 


AND 


SUPPLY COMPANY 


the NATIONAL CAR SHAKER 
costs little — works hard 


Chicago, Ill. 
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NOW you GET THE BEST FOR FAR LESS! 
Will Not Gum Up! 


Guaranteed 


F ce raiele) 
aA, “FREE-FLOWING’’ 


Powdered 


onorote 


Costs only ‘4c per bag of cement 


Cut your plasticizer costs to the bone with XL-100 dry powder. 

It weighs less goes farther and does a better job. New process 

brings you a plasticizer that acts faster, takes 1/3 the amount (by 

weight) and does a superior job. Concrete blocks are shades whiter, % 
denser and outside surfaces have smoother texture. Increase con- Forrers 
tractor, builder satisfaction deliver a better block for less than tele , 
1/4e per bag of cement. Investigate Forrer’s XL-100 today! he: ; A 


COMPARE! 
SEE THE AMAZING DIFFERENCE! 


9 Forrer’s XL-100 is a dry hy- 
drated powder with wetting 
and dispensing agents. it's 


PRODUCTS FOR MASONRY | [isaamaenivaainie baponatin 


Free sample on request — 
Send Coupon Today! 


Division of SPRAY-O-BOND CO., 2225 N. Humboldt Ave., Milwaukee 12, Wisc. 


‘ BES-STONE Golit Block maxes the Difference 


* Advances architectural design and beauty | 960 Split Block per Hour 


* BOOSTS YOUR PROFITS! 


Automatic operation — 


+ Add a BES-STONE 
BLOCK SPLITTER | aap 
to your plant NOW | BES-STONE 


Bulletins 


You'll find it full of profit-opportu- 95A and 100 


nity because the trend toward BES- 
STONE Split Block is strong! Archi- 
tects, contractors, owners WANT this 
beautiful, modern, colorful ‘‘quarried 
stone"’ effect that is so ideal for all 
structures . . . commercial, institu- 
tional, residential. BES-STONE Block 
Splitter makes straight line cuts . . . 
no cull block. Automatic hydraulic 
operation . .. up to 960 Split Block 
per hour ... safe, quiet . . . a big 
money maker! 


TARTAN CH | 3 
the Split Block 
with Character 


| BESSER COMPANY « Complete Equipment for Concrete Block Plants ¢ Alpena, Michigan, U. S. A. 
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CHAIN BE ly, 


COmPAN™ 


ADJUSTA-WATE 
MOTO-MIXERS 








ADERSHIFP Looks to Tomorrow 


The ability to look ahead, work ahead, to the needs 
of tomorrow, is a characteristic of leadership! 

This is the great advantage Rex Adjusta-Wate 
Moto-Mixers offer you. Rex leadership brings you 
the “years-ahead”’ features today ... gives you those 
profit-making advantages that keep you ahead of 
your competition. With Rex, you lead with your 
customers! In many cases, it will be years before 
you can expect comparable advantages in ordinary 
truck mixers. 


Major improvements cannot be accomplished 
overnight. Sometimes they take years of experi- 
mentation and testing before they are truly ready! 
Actually, Rex engineers are today working on de- 
velopments that look far into the future. When 
they will be ready is difficult to say. For, as the 
leader, we cannot afford to gamble ... to let users 
bear the burden of testing. The progress of ready- 
mix concrete ... of truck mixer development .. . is 


too closely allied with Rex leadership for us to take 


— 
bd 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE vices 
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unnecessary chances. BUT, this we can promise Adjusta-Wate Moto-Mixers. They're as far 
— if you want to keep ahead of your competi- ahead of the field today as was the first truck 
tion ... if you want to give your customers the mixer we introduced more than 25 years ago. 
best in service and quality, you'll want Rex You're always ahead with Rex. 


CHARGING 


We do not claim Rex will charge faster than any other 
mixer. But, don’t be fooled by claims of charging speed. 
A few seconds saved at the plant is only achieved by the 
sacrifice of speed in mixing and discharging, where slow- 
ness will cost you minutes. We do state that no other 
truck mixer will equal the over-all speed of a Rex. Rex 
gives you speed where it counts ... the fastest trip cycle. 


MIXING 


No truck mixer will even approach the speed or thorough- 
ness of the Rex mixing action. Speed here is important ... 
and quality of mixing is even more important, Your cus- 
tomers demand thoroughly mixed, uniform, top-quality 
concrete and you give it to them with Rex. The Adjusta- 
Wate design principle that provides a drum of proper size, 
shape and low incline also provides the greatest free mix- 
ing space — a “must” for quality mixing! 


DISCHARGING 


Here is where you ... and your customer ... appreciate 
speed. Rex will discharge faster ... more completely ... 
and with a spouting range greater than any other mixer. 
The Adjusta-Wate design principle always locates the 
discharge point back of the rear tires where it must be 
for effective discharge. Only the Adjusta-Wate principle 
permits mounting the mixer on any truck to gain this 
favorable discharge ... and still retains proper load dis- 
tribution for maximum pay load. 


/ Rex® Adjusta-Wate gives you the important three that 
ONLY THE LEADER add up a fastest operation ... more trips per day. © 


ADITIUSTA-WATE MOTO-MI=X=ERS 


LEADERSHIP THROUGH CREATIVE ENGINEERING 


CHAI ™! BELT COMPANY 4695 W. Greenfield Ave., Milwaukee 1, Wis. 


Litho in U.S.A. 








Les Kennedy, President of Dakota Lime & 
Brick, reading his copy of the Besser Digest. 





New Vibrapac in the Dakota plant. No machine 
operator required. No manual lifting. Off- 
bearer merely guides the Besser Power Hoist. 


Besser power cubing of block facilitates load- 


Ing of block... speeds up deliveries. 


South Dakota Plant Orders Second 
Besser on Vibrapac Agreement 


The Dakota Lime & Brick Company, Rapid City, South Dakota, started in the 
concrete block business in 1947. A year later they installed their first Besser 
Vibrapac on the Vibrapac Agreement. The satisfactory performance of this first 
machine, plus the profits made, prompted the company to secure another Besser 
in 1953. This was also on the Vibrapac Agreement. 

Les Kennedy, President of the Dakota plant, states: “The Vibrapac is unques- 
tionably the best equipment available to produce high quality block in high 
production with a minimum cost for maintenance”. He should know. His 
opinion is based on years of experience with Vibrapac equipment. 

A modern, well-equipped plant with cash outlay greatly reduced under the 
Vibrapac Agreement, and with adequate stocks of aggregate within 1, mile of 
the plant, paved the way for success in the block business. This South Dakota 
plant is definitely on the way. 


BESSER COMPANY 


Box 127, Alpena, Michigan, U.S.A. 
Complete Equipment for 
Concrete Block Plants 


Autoclaving in cubes, 
This is one of the first 
plants to employ high 
temperature presetting 
and high pressure steam 
curing of block. 


Exterior view of plant which has an unusual location insofar as it is located within 
Y2 mile of sources of cement, lightweight aggregate and sand and gravel. 


NATIONAL HOUSING CENTER, WASHINGTON, D.C., 
where Besser maintains a permanent exhibit 
of concrete masonry. Be sure to visit 


this fine display. 








NCMA Holds 
Mid-Year Meeting 


The mid-year meeting of the board 
of directors and committees of the 
National Concrete Masonry Associa- 
tion was held recently in Victoria. 
British Columbia. 

Among the 
viewed 


topics that were re- 
were membership, accident 
technical 


prevention promotion, 


problems, local state and _ regional 
associations and budget and finance. 
officers, directors. 
their 
families gathered for the 4-day ses- 


Approximately 47 
committee members and 
sion. 


+ 
Senate Might Toughen 
Price Discrimination Act 


The Senate is currently conducting 
hearings on a bill which may seri- 
ously affect the practice of many 
cement companies to absorb freight 
charges in order to compete in dis- 
tant markets. The Patman-Kefauver 
Bill, which has already passed the 
House by a 393-3 vote. would amend 
the Robinson-Patman Price Discrimi- 
nation Act by putting a condition 
on the clause that it is a complete 
defense for a seller to show that his 
lower price or facilities to any pur- 
chaser was made in good faith to 
meet an equally low price or the serv- 
ices or facilities furnished by a com- 
petitor. The condition is “unless the 
effect of the discrimination may be 
substantially to lessen competition or 
tend to create a monopoly in any line 


of commerce.” 

According to the National Ready 
Mixed Concrete Association, it will 
take years, should the bill go 
through, to determine exactly where 
the effect of discrimination lessens 
competition or creates monopoly and 
where it does not. Meanwhile. says 
the association, it is possible that a 
large number of cement companies 
will not be willing to take the legal 
risk of absorbing freight, and con- 
crete firms may find it hard to get 
materials at a price they can afford. 


Report on Cracking of 
Concrete Face Brick 


The cracking of concrete face 
brick could be minimized by the de- 
velopment and issuance of improved 
criteria for its manufacture and in- 
stallation, according to a Building 
Research Advisory Board report re- 
cently transmitted to the Federal 
Housing Administration. However, 
the board pointed out that in many 
localities cracking has not been a 
problem. The report attributes this 
to proper manufacture and installa- 
tion and, in some instances, to favor- 
able weather conditions. 

The Building Research Advisory 
Board is a unit of the Division of 
Engineering and Industrial Research 
of the National Academy of Sciences, 
National Research Council, which ap- 
points the board’s 30 members from 
the ranks of the foremost technolo- 
gists of industry. 





Peg This! 


@ Four standard 4- by 
8-foot pegboard panels 
provide this attractive 
display of types and 
sizes of concrete mason- 
ry units produced and 
sold by Lavaland 
Heights Block Company 
of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. The units rest 
on the wire shelf brack- 
ets developed for use 
with pegboard. 








Calendar... 


AUGUST 
13-16 


AUGUST 
24-26 


OCTOBER 
1-3 


OCTOBER 
20 


OCTOBER 
22-26 


OCTOBER 
29-31 


NOVEMBER 
12-19 


FEBRUARY 
11-14 


FEBRUARY 
25-28 


FEBRUARY 
25-28 


Ready Mixed 
Concrete Association— 
Committee Week—VJef- 
ferson Hotel—St. Louis, 
Missouri. 


National 


Concrete Firoducts Asso- 
ciation of Michigan — 
Late Summer Meeting — 
Grand Hotel — Mack- 
inac Island, Michigan. 


National Ready Mixed 
Concrete Association— 
Semi Annual Board of 
Directors’ Meeting—Del 
Monte Lod g e—Pebble 
Beach, California. 


New Jersey State Con- 
crete Products Associa- 
tion—A nnual Dinner— 
Swiss Chalet—Rochelle 
Park, New Jersey. 


National Safety Council 
—44th National Safety 
Congress and Exposition 
—Conrad Hilton, Con- 
gress, Morrison, and La 
Salle Hotels—Chicago, 
Illinois. 


American Concrete Pipe 
Association—6th Annual 
Short Course School of 
Instruction—Chase Hotel 
—St. Louis, Missouri. 


American Concrete Pres- 
sure Pipe Association — 
8th Annual Convention 
and Meeting — Castle 
Harbour Hotel — Tuck- 
er's Town, Bermuda. 


1957 


American Road Builders’ 
Association—55th Annual 
Convention—International 
Amphitheater — Chicago, 
Ilinois. 


National Ready Mixed 
Concrete Association 
—27th Annual Meeting— 
Statler Hotel—Los Ange- 
les, California. 


Concrete Industries Ex- 
position—10th Biennial 
Exposition—Kiel Audito- 
rium—St. Louis, Missouri. 


National Concrete Ma- 
sonry Association—37th 
Annual Convention—Kiel 
Auditorium—St. Louis, 
Missouri. 


American Concrete Pipe 
Association—49th Annual 
Convention — Shoreham 
Hotel — Washington, D. 
Cc. 
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Ohio Ready Mix Firms 
Stage School for Customers 


More than 100 contractors and 
construction workers attended a 
“Concrete School” presented recently 
by the Beckley and Myers Concrete 
Company and the Kuhns Concrete 
Company. 

The three-day event was high- 
lighted by a trip through the plant 
of the Southwestern Portland Cement 
Company at Fairborn, Ohio. The 
program was arranged by Russell 
P. Mumford and John D. Kuhns, 
executives of the sponsoring firms. 

H. G. Wood. Columbus. district 
engineer for the Portland Cement 
introduced PCA. staff 
men who presented lectures, demon- 
strations and a motion picture on 
the use of ready-mixed concrete. Ex- 
planations of how the slump, strength, 
durability and water-tightness of con- 
crete is altered by changes in the 
portion of water in the mix were 
made by Alan S. Montague, Cincin- 
nati. 


Association, 


Two local men Ralph Phillips, 
Hoppes Builders, employe, and Harry 
Scott, driver for Kuhns Concrete 
Company, made test cones to show 
how slump can be controlled by 
using the proper amount of mixing 
water. 


Products Assn. Names 
Leland L. Sphar 


Appointment of 

Leland L. Sphar 

to the 

of engineer-man- 

ager of the Con- 

crete Products 

Association of 

Washington was 

announced re- 

cently by James 

W. Sullivan, 

L. L. Sphar president of the 

association. Mr. Sphar is available 

for technical consultation in the field 

of concrete sewer and culver pipe, 

and concrete masonry and precast 
products. 


position 


F. C. Nelch Succumbs 


Franklyn C. Nelch, president of 
Henry Nelch & Son Company, Spring- 
field, Illinois, died recently at the 
age of 56. 
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NCMA Exhibit Wins Award 


@ This display took top honors for 
the National Concrete Masonry As- 
sociation at the building products ex- 
hibition during the American Institute 
of Architect's convention at Los An- 
geles. It featured an unusually attrac- 
tive textured wall design over a re- 
flection pool. 


Michigan Products Assn. 
Reelects All Officers 


All the officers who served the 
Concrete Products Association of 
Michigan for the year 1955 were 
elected to a second term at the group’s 
annual meeting. The slate includes 
the following: president, Richard 
Parisian, Standard Block and Sup- 
ply Company, Lansing; vice presi- 
dent, Herbert Vincent, Cinder Block 
Inc., Detroit; secretary, Ivan Bern- 
son, Western Concrete Products Com- 
pany, Cadillac; and treasurer, Ray 
Berger, Martin Berger Cement Block 
Company, Detroit. 

Three directors who were eligible 
for second terms were unanimously 
reelected. They are Morrie Mendel- 
son, John Costerbaan, and Lloyd 
Pender. 





ASTM Committee C-15 


Additional coverage, as well as 
changes in existing standards, on 
both clay and concrete types of struc- 
tural building units was reported at 
the meeting of Committee C-15 on 
Manufactured Masonry Units, which 
met during ASTM Committee Week. 

The existing standard specification 
for concrete masonry units has been 
under critical review for some time. 
A new method for measuring mois- 
ture content of these units, using a 
relative humidity method, will be 
recommended to the committee at the 
next meeting. A shrinkage test meth- 
od is being considered, with several 
procedures being under study. The 
existing tentative revision to the 


Standard Methods of Sampling and 
Testing Concrete Masonry Units (C 
140), which authorizes the use of 
either cement-gypsum capping or sul- 
fur-filling capping, was approved. 

The committee will consider termi- 
nology as one of its first approaches 
to the very difficult task of preparing 
standards on waterproofing materials. 
A test program is needed to establish 
the effectiveness of waterproofing ma- 
terials in reducing the initial absorp- 
tion of masonry units; and it was 
agreed that units as well as panels 
should be tested under moderate and 
severe conditions of exposure. 

The committee will hold its next 
meeting during the 1956 annual 
meeting of the Society in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey. 





News of Product Plants 


Bapcer Concrete Company, Osh- 
kosh, Wisconsin, has launched an ex- 
pansion program which will be com- 
pleted by August 15. 

CARROLLTON ConcreTE Mix, Car- 
rollton, Michigan, is in the final 
stages of constructing its plant fa- 
cilities. 

Cuoctow, INc., West Memphis, 
Arkansas, has announced a $100,000 
improvement project for its plant. 
Now in progress is the establishment 
of facilities for the manufacture of 
pre-stressed pre-cast bridge slabs, the 
erection of a batching plant and the 
underlaying of pipe for live steam 
curing of the pre-fabricated bridge 
slabs. 

CoLorapo Durox Corporation, 
Littleton, Colorado, has been formed 


to produce lightweight concrete 
building materials. The firm will 
operate under a franchise from a 
Swedish firm to produce Durox, a 
cellular lightweight concrete. 

Hooper Concrete Pipe CoMPANY, 
Phoenix, Arizona, has increased its 
production from 300 to 500 tons per 
day. The company has placed in 
operation two centrifugal pipe spin- 
ning machines which will form pipe 
up to 96 inches in diameter and 12 
feet long. 

THe J. J. Loomis Concrete & 
SuppLy Company has opened a new 
plant at Barberton, Ohio. The com- 
pany is expanding its operations to 
offer Supermix concrete and a com- 
plete line of building materials. 

Reapy-Mix Concrete ComPaANy, 
Seattle, Washington, has been sold 
to Pioneer Sand and Gravel Com- 
pany. 
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Florida Association 


@ New officers of the Florida Con- 
crete and Products Association, 
elected at the recent 2nd annual con- 
vention in St. Petersburg, are Neilson 
Jones of Maule Industries, president; 
Ernest Kilgore, Pinellas Concrete 
Products Company, Ist vice presi- 
dent; and Hugo Quillian, Ouillian's 
Concrete, secretary-treasurer. 


Concrete Whale 


@ One of the headline attractions at 
the children's zoo in Kansas City's 
Swope Park is this concrete whale. 
He's 16 feet long and his mouth is 7 
feet tall, so that visitors can cruise 
right in and commune with Jonah. 
The park's concrete shop turned out 
the 2-ton Moby Dick in 40 man 
hours. 


Outriggers Help 


@ A mobile set of truck crane out- 
riggers developed by Oregon con- 
tractor Jay F. Oldham speeds tilt-up 
concrete work by making it possible 
to handle the 20-ton panels without 
the jerky and time-consuming stages 
of blocking, shifting and re-blocking 
the equipment. The  simply-con- 
structed mobile unit is transported to 
the job by means of a service pickup 
truck, and is attached to the crane 
by means of the same bolts used on 
the stationary outrigger screws. 
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Claim Most Absenteeism 
Is Non-Occupational 


A pamphlet published recently by 
the Occupational Health Institute, a 
non-profit organization created to 
help industry to establish sound 
health practices and programs, points 
out that employee absenteeism now 
accounts for an estimated $10 bil- 
lion annual loss to industry. Con- 
tradicting the long-held belief that 
occupational hazards and exposures 
account for a major share of absen- 
teeism, the booklet states that almost 
95 per cent of all absenteeism is non- 
occupational, and is due to a broad 
range of emotional or physical ill- 
nesses. 

The statement is made that in 
some organizations serious psychi- 
atric disturbances account for illness 
rates equal to those of drastic surgi- 
cal origin. While it is conceded that 
emotional disorders leading to ab- 
senteeism often have such occupa- 
tional backgrounds as job dissatis- 
faction, insecurity, and conflict with 
other employees, the claim is made 
that disturbances to home, personal- 
ity, or community situations are far 
more often at fault. 


The pamphlet concedes that a 
properly conducted medical service 
can reduce illness absence, but it 
cites figures which indicate that the 
reduction achievable through this 
approach is less than one day per 
person per year — a less than spec- 
tacular possibility in the light of ex- 
pected absenteeism rates normal to 
industry. The conclusion is reached 
that true reduction in total absentee- 
ism will occur when, together, man- 
agement, labor and industrial medi- 
cine allocate to the industrial medi- 
cal service its proper functions of 
illness prevention and counselling 
service, and so enable it to help the 
worker achieve and maintain the 
highest level of physical and emo- 
tional well-being. 

Copies of the pamphlet may be 
obtained by writing to the Occupa- 
tional Health Institute, 6 East 39th 
Street, New York 16, New York. 


Products Man Succumbs 


Egbert Moxham, Sr., president of 
Concrete Products, Inc., Brunswick, 
Georgia, Egbert Moxham, Sr., died 
recently at the age of 74. The com- 
pany is one of the South’s leading 
producers of materials for major con- 
struction projects. 
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Texas Block Firm to 
Build Branch at Tyler 


The block making firm of Dodds 
& Fountain, Greggton, Texas, has 
been incorporated under a new char- 
ter name, and will begin immediately 
an eXpansion program in the East 
Texas area, according to word re- 
ceived from J. C. Fountain, head of 
the company. The new name _ is 
Dodds & Fountain Building Prod- 
ucts, Inc.. and the first stage of the 
planned expansion program will be 
the construction of a branch plant 
at Tyler, Texas. 


Michigan Ready Mix Assn. 
Elects New Officers 


At the 4th annual convention of 
the Michigan Ready Mixed Concrete 
Association, held at Lansing, the fol- 
lowing new officers were elected: 

President, Stanley Ernst, Ernst 
Fuel & Supply, Detroit; vice presi- 
dent, Donald Battjes, Battle Creek 
Gravel Company, Battle Creek; treas- 
urer. Jack Winkworth. Winkworth 
Fuel & Supply, Detroit; secretary, J. 
Revell Hopkins, Lansing; 
ant secretary, Robert J. Fox, Lansing. 
These new directors were also elected: 
A. D. Dunlap, Ann Arbor Construc- 
tion Company, Ann Arbor; Richard 


and assist- 





CRSI Award 


@ Dr. C. P. Siess (left) receiving the 
Concrete Reinforcing Steel Institute 
Award in behalf of Dr. N. M. New- 
mark and himself in recognition of 
their outstanding contributions in the 
field of reinforced concrete research. 
Professor H. J. Gilkey, award com- 
mittee chairman, made the presenta- 
tion at the 32nd annual C.R.S.I. 
meeting recently. 
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Foley, Michigan Foundation Com- 
pany, Trenton; Lew Gaines, Catsman 
Company, Essexville; and Jim Gos- 
som, Thomas E. Currie Company, 
Detroit. 

Retiring president Frank Ander- 
sen, in his report to the membership, 
found cause for optimism in the out- 
look for the ready-mixed-concrete 
industry in the state. He noted that a 
15 per cent population increase is 
predicted for the state by 1975, and 
he expressed the view that this would 
be accompanied by at least a 100 per 
cent increase in the demand for con- 
crete. Mr. Andersen urged plant op- 
erators to look at their storage, han- 
dling and productive facilities with a 
critical eye, and to start now making 
the changes and improvements that 
will assure efficient operations in the 
years ahead. 


Featherlite Appoints 
J. A. Jones Manager 


The Featherlite 

Corporation with 

plants in Lub- 

bock, Midland. 

Abeline, Ranger, 

Strawn, and San 

Antonio, Texas, 

recently an- 

nounced the ap- 

pointment of 

James A. Jones 

J. A. Jones as general man- 

ager of their San Antonio lightweight 

aggregate and lightweight concrete 

block plants. Mr. Jones formerly was 

with the Company and 
Featherlite in Austin. 


Besser 


ARBA Directory Of 
Highway Officials 


The 1956 edition of the directory 
of “Highway Officials and_ Engi- 
neers,” published by the American 
Road Builders’ Association is avail- 
able for distribution. The handbook 
contains more than 1.500 names, 
titles and adrresses of administrative 
engineers and officials in the 48 State 
highway department and the District 
of Columbia as well as other useful 
information. The handbook is priced 
at $1.00 per copy and may be ob- 
tained from the American Road 
Builders’ Association, 600 World 
Center Building, Washington 6, D. C. 


Accident Severity Up 
Frequency Down 


Workers employed by member 
companies of the National Safety 
Council had fewer accidents in 1955, 
but the ones they had were more 
serious. The average accident severity 
rate for all industrial reporting to 
the Council, based on the number of 
days lost per million man-hours, was 
815 last year an increase of 2 
per cent. 


E. C. Petroskey Named 
Texcrete Sales Manager 


Texcrete Struc- 
tural Products 
Company, Dallas, 
Texas, has ap- 
pointed E. c. 
Petroskey as 
sales manager, 
Jean F. Devine, 
vice president 
and general man- 
ager, has an- 
nounced. The 
company, an affiliate of Texas Indus- 
tries, Inc.., produces precast concrete 
roof and floor channels and other 
concrete elements used in commercial 
and industrial buildings. 


E. C. Petroskey 


ASTM Presents 
Award of Merit 


Harrison Frederick Gonnerman, 
consulting engineer and research con- 
sultant, Oak Park, Illinois, received 
an award of merit from the Ameri- 
for Testing Materials 
in recognition of outstanding serv- 
ice, especially for standards and re- 
search work in Committee C-l on 
cement and in the field of concrete, 
and for consistent support of other 
varied ASTM activities. 


can Society 


Maule Industries 
President Resigns 


M. F. Pafford, veteran of 23 years 
with Maule Industries, Inc., Miami, 
Florida, recently resigned as presi- 
dent after serving one year. He will 
be succeeded by Jose A. Ferre, who 
will retain his post as board chair- 
man after assuming the presidency. 
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Cement Assn. Forms 
Fire Research Section 


The Portland Cement Association 
has announced the formation of a 
Fire Research Section to be headed 
by Clifford ( Carlson. Che new sec- 
tion. established within the research 
department of the association’s Re- 
search and Development Division, 
will eventually be housed in one of 
two new buildings planned for con- 
struction at the organization’s Re- 
search and Development Laboratories 
in Skokie. lilinois 

Mr. Carlson, formerly manager of 
the Products and Applications Sec- 
tion, Development Department, of the 
Association, is currently engaged in 
planning the new center. Together 
with a Structural Development 
Laboratory, the building is part of 
a $1.8 million construction program 
aimed at providing facilities for the 
association s expanded research pro- 
gram on concrete structures and the 
fire resistance of concrete. Comple- 
tion of the buildings is scheduled 
for 1957. 


Cement Capacity Climbs 


@ The graph below indicates the 
capacity of the American cement in- 
dustry over the past 35 years, with 
the steep dash line at the far right 
dramatically pointing up the tremen- 
dous increase that will result from 
expansion programs now in progre 
throughout the industry. 
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New Products Plant 

@ Under construction in the outskirts of St. Louis is the new concrete products 
plant shown in the perspective view above. It will house the facilities of the 
25-year-old Hereford Concrete Products organization. The company manu- 
factures burial vaults, septic tanks, storm sewer inlets, window sills, precast 


steps, curb stone and similar items. 


Expanded Clay & Shale Assn. 

@ Pictured at the speakers’ table during the recent midyear meeting of The 
Expanded Clay and Shale Association at Syracuse, New York, are (seated): 
R. C. Hardy, secretary-treasurer; Harold Anson, speaker; W. F. Atkins, presi- 
dent; and R. A. Utiger, vice president. Standing are Glenn Barnes, past presi- 
dent; T. R. Berger, executive secretary; George B. Southworth, speaker; and 
H. O. Pommer, chairman of the technical problems committee. 
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Thanks for Almost Nothing 


The June 1956 issue of a contem- 
porary publication contains the happy 
news that a majority of sand and 
gravel producers in Great Britain 
have determined to make an all out 
fight against inflation by agreeing to 
keep their prices at existing levels 
until June 30, 1956. 

You've got to hand it to those 
Limey’s—they just don’t ever do any- 
thing half way! 


All Set in Burma 


Anyhow, there’s one place on the 
map that won't be afflicted with a 
cement shortage for a while. It’s the 
port of Rangoon in Burma. 


It all started when a Burmese pur- 
chasing mission went into the iron- 
curtain countries to close barter deals 
for surplus Burmese rice. Somebody 
relayed a rumor to the boys that their 
country had a huge construction pro- 
gram in prospect, and they decided 
(not without some logic) that port- 
land cement would be a useful mate- 
rial to have around, 


As matters turned out, that was 
about all the iron curtain lads had 
to swap anyway—a fact that prob- 
ably throws a little light on the source 
of the rumor. According to latest re- 
ports, Rangoon’s seven principal 
docks and their warehouses are 
glutted with bulk cement to such an 
extent that the entire port is para- 
lyzed. Our informant notes that the 
monsoon season, with its five months 
of almost steady rain, is now in prog- 
ress. 

The only clear conclusion we can 
draw from this sad story is that when 
and if the Burmese get around to 
their construction program, they'll 
probably still need cement. We would 
also guess that almost any day there 
might develop a lively demand for 
jackhammers along the Rangoon 
waterfront. 


Patty Cake, Patty Cakel 


A Pittsburgh firm has adopted 
piggy-back delivery, a transportation 
technique involving carrying loaded 
trucks on railroad flat cars, for sup- 




















plying ready-mixed concrete to a 
paving job. Guess there’s no point in 
telling them now that plastic concrete 
has some fairly serious deficiencies 
as a long-haul material. Well, every- 
body has to learn. 


Our Press 


In its lackadaisical way, this de- 
partment has tried from time to 
time to record the notices, both good 
and bad, which concrete receives 
from the daily press. The following 
two items, neither of them of par- 
ticularly recent origin, are alike in- 
sofar as they do not add to, or sub- 
tract much from, the over-all lustre 
of our material: 

Back in 1950 an insurance com- 
pany erected a one-story concrete 
building near Newark, New Jersey, 
for safe keeping some two million 


punch card records. It worked just 
fine until Hurricane Diane came along 
and whisked away the building and 
the records. We can ease our anguish 
over this one, of course, by pointing 
out that if they ever catch up with 
the building they'll probably find the 


records intact. 


Finally, there’s that below-the-belt 
swat we took from the Russian hous- 
ing officials who recently inspected a 
number of construction projects in 
this country. The Moscow lads told 
reporters they'd be thrown off the 
job if they left interior concrete block 


surfaces unfinished as we do in this 
country, and they also let out a howl 
of protest because they got their 
shoes a bit muddy while inspecting 
one job. In the first place we'd like 
to point out that if Russian masons 
did some of the things with block 
that American masons do all too fre- 
quently, they'd unquestionably wind 
up in front of a firing squad. And 
whether they did or not, we re darned 
sure they wouldn't make enough in 
any case to afford to wear shoes on 
the job. 
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ASTM Elects 
New Officers 


The American Society for Testing 
Materials elected a new slate of of- 
ficers at its 59th annual meeting in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. Rudolph 
A. Schatzel, Rome Cable Corpora- 
tion, was elected president and Ken- 
neth B. Woods, head of the School 
of Engineering and director of the 
Joint Highway Research Project, 
Purdue University, was made vice 
president. 

The following were elected to serve 
on the board of directors for three 
years: Miles N. Clair, The Thompson 
& Lichtner Company, Inc.; Howard 
C. Cross, Battelle Memorial Institute: 
George H. Harnden, General Electric 
Company; R. R. Litehiser, Ohio 
State Highway Testing Laboratory; 
and Charles R. Stock, American 
Cyanamid Company. 


Appoint Director of 
PCA Fellowship 


Hubert Woods, 
director of  re- 
search for the 
Portland Cement 
Association, has 
announced the 
appointment — of 
Dr. Fred D. Ord- 
way, Jr., as di- 
rector of the 
PCA Fellowship 
F. D. Ordway, Jr. at the National 
Bureau of Standards, Washington, 
D. C. The Fellowship operates as 


an integral section of the research 
department of the Portland Cement 
Association. It employs a staff of 
scientists in the Washington, D. C., 
laboratories of the National Bureau 
of Standards, who are engaged in 
basic research on the constitution and 
properties of portland cement. 


New York Assn. 
Elects Officers 


At the fifth annual meeting held 
in Elmira, New York, the Empire 
State Sand, Gravel and Ready Mix 
Association elected the following of- 
ficers and directors for the coming 
fiscal year. They are: president, Ed- 
ward J. Nunan, Buffalo Slag Com- 
pany; vice president, John B. Hop- 
kins, Albany Gravel Company, Inc.; 
secretary, Harold Keahon, Keahon 
Bros., Inc.; and treasurer, R. M. 
Burgess, Mohawk Valley Concrete 
Company, Inc. 

Elected to serve as directors are: 
Sam Cataline, Evans Builders Sup- 
ply Company; Frank D. Cooney, Jr., 
Cooney Bros., Inc.; John C. Cushing, 
Cushing Stone Company, Inc.; Doug- 
las M. Dalrymple, Dalrymple Gravel 
& Contracting Company; Harold A. 
Putnam, Putnam-Hawley Building 
Materials, Inc.; Joseph Gentile, Pitts- 
burgh Testing Laboratory; J. P. Mc- 
Cullough, Central Materials Corpora- 
tion; J. C. Melntosh, McIntosh 
Transit Mix Concrete Company; 
James F. Murphy, Gallagher Bros. 
Sand & Gravel Corporation; Henry 
H. Kirwin, Eastern Rock Products, 
Inc.; and George Van Epps, Rumsey- 
Ithaca Corporation. 


NCMA’s Bill Markert 
Addresses Florida Assn. 


In a speech before the Florida 
Concrete and Products Association 
in St. Petersburg, Florida, William 
P. Markert told of a new field of 
study concerning the consumer’s real 
reason for buying or not buying and 
its application to advertising. 

Mr. Markert, director of promo- 
tion of the National Concrete Mason- 
ry Association, pointed out that this 
new study, motivation research, has 
an important bearing on consumer 
attitude toward the block industry. 
He pointed out that in many cases 
the public tends to associate block 
with poorly designed and constructed 
homes and commercial buildings. At 
present the NCMA is trying to edu- 
cate the public to the use of concrete 
block through advertising in mass 
consumer magazines. 


California Block Makers 
To Promote Product Uses 


Although continuing its research 
and testing program, the Concrete 
Masonry Association of California is 
going to concentrate more on pro- 
moting the many uses of concrete 
block this year, according to Pete 
Muth, newly elected president. To 
guide the new program Mr. Muth 
appointed Jay Lyon, sales manager 
of General Concrete Products Com- 
pany, to the position of chairman of 
the association’s public relations com- 
mittee. 





Ready-mixed-concrete establishments reported 35,547 


Census Bureau Counts 
1996 Ready-Mix Firms 


A preliminary trade report issued by the Bureau of the 
Census indicates that at the end of 1954 there were 1.996 
establishments with paid employees in continental United 
States primarily engaged in selling ready-mixed concrete. 
Sales of ready-mixed concrete businesses totaled $1.0 bil- 
lion during the year or approximately $501,000 per 
annum per establishment. 

States recording the largest dollar volume of sales in 
1954 were California, New York, Illinois, Texas, Ohio, 
Michigan, and Pennsylvania in the order named, each 
with annual sales of $40 million or more. Together, these 
seven States reported sales totaling $538.2 million, or 
more than one-half of the total for the country as a whole. 
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paid employees as of mid-November 1954. Annual pay- 
roll amounted to $153.7 million for the year 1954, or 
15.3 per cent of sales. In addition to the 35,547 paid 
employees, 866 proprietor-owners of unincorporated 
firms were actively engaged in the trade. 

Operating expenses, including payroll but not with- 
drawals for compensation of proprietor-owners of unin- 
corporated businesses, nor cost of goods sold, amounted 
to $315.3 million during 1954, or 31.4 per cent of sales. 
Stocks on hand for sale at thé end of 1954 were valued 
(at cost) at $32.6 million or 3.2 per cent of annual sales. 

The report covers establishments in the United States 
which engaged the services of one or more employees on 
a payroll basis and which were primarily engaged in 
transit-mixing and delivering ready-mixed concrete. Es- 
tablishments producing, as well as those purchasing. their 
aggregates are included. Distributors without paid em- 
ployees and those selling ready-mixed concrete as a 
secondary line are not included. Copies of the report 
may be obtained by sending 10 cents in coin to Bureau 
of the Census, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Where Concrete Is King 


What are the elements 
that make it possible 
for one organization 

to account for about 

60 per cent of the total 
concrete business in 

a large consuming area? 


Here are some answers. 


N the state of Florida. CBS doesn’t 
stand for the Columbia Broad- 
casting System as it does almost 


in Florida, it means 
stucco. 


everywhere else: 
Block 
Hourishes throughout Florida as easi- 
rapidly as _ bathing 
and stands for market- 
ing the world’s longest hot dogs. Fig- 
ures irom the Federal Housing 
Authority show that a mouth-water- 
ing 90 per cent of loans currently 


Concrete Concrete 


ly and suits, 


orange juice 


being insured in that state are for 
concrete masonry houses. 

One official of a south Florida 
ready-mix company reports blandly: 
“We don’t have to sell concrete down 
here. People just don’t think of any- 
thing else.” Here, then, is an area 
in which concrete is not only chosen 
overwhelmingly but almost exclusive- 
ly. In such a happy situation for con- 
crete producers, there must be some 
lessons to be learned for products 
manufacturers and ready-mix opera- 
tors elsewhere in the United States, 
who are up against a constant strug- 
gle to win recognition for concrete 
as a suitable above-ground architec- 
tural material. 

In an effort to 
discover if there 
is any common 
denominator in 
Florida which 
might be applied 
to the solution of 
concrete market- 
ing problems else- 
where, we sought 
out the largest 

F. P. Anderson concrete produc- 
er in this land of concrete plenty - 
Maule Industries of Miami, Ft. Lau- 
derdale and South Dade County. 
Here we put our questions to F. Paul 
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Anderson, Maule’s vice-president for 
new products. His answers, along 
with some other facts and figures 
turned up on the Florida concrete 
boom. have significance to concrete 
producers everywhere. 

Maule Industries grosses about $25 
million a year in concrete and allied 
products. They operate some 12 high 
production block machines, as _ well 
as about 175 radio-equipped ready- 
mix trucks, and do about 60 per 
cent of all the conerete business in 
their area, which extends south to 
the Florida Kevs. north to Boca Ra- 
ton, and east and west to the ocean 
and gulf which lap at either side of 
the south Florida peninsula. 

A visitor to Maule Industries can 
quickly spot one reason for 
concrete acceptance in Florida. The 
new Maule office building on north 
Biscayne Blvd. in Miami is a star- 
tling example of the versatility and 
wide range of effects possible in con- 


large 


crete. The visitor may quarrel with 
the architecture but not with the 
imagination used in the application 
of concrete — a quality notably lack- 
ing in many northern states. 

Mr. Anderson is a rotund gentle- 
man of almost unlimited geniality, 
as he can well afford to be in view 
of the almost unlimited market for 


his product. Maule’s problems, ac- 
cording to Mr. Anderson, are more 
in the mechanical than in the sales 
promotion line. For example, all of 
their quarry rock comes from under 
After the overburden is 
stripped, they're down to water. 
They quarry with drag lines and 
drain the rock at the surface before 
processing it in hammer mills. Pres- 
ently vexing Maule officials is one 
of their largest quarries, which is 
just about dug out. To remedy this, 
Maule recently took delivery of a 
dredge which will enable them to go 
down another 20 feet beyond the 
30 foot level already reached. 
“Florida,” points out Mr. Ander- 
son, “is 150 miles wide, 350 miles 


water. 


long, and 3 feet high.” 

But how did Florida concrete 
reach the happy position in which 
sales promotion effort is today almost 
Anderson’s an- 
swers to this question, corrobora’ed 
by contractors, builders, realtors and 
others in the Miami area, revolve 
themselves into two general groups. 
Although the first are mostly peculiar 
to south Florida, they deserve con- 
sideration for a better understanding 
of the situation there as well as for 
whatever limited application they 
might have in other areas. These fac- 
tors would include: 


unnecessary? Mr. 


@ Maule's new office building on Biscayne Boulevard in Miami is probably 
one of the outstanding concrete masonry structures of its kind in the country. 
In addition to providing comfortable headquarters for the company’s far-flung 
business activities, the building constitutes a persuasive demonstration of what 


can be done with Maule products. 
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1. Availability of materials — 
Clay products have to be shipped 
into Florida, making them quite ex- 
pensive. Much lumber also has to 
be imported from the Carolinas; but 
an even more potent argument 
against wood is its susceptibility to 
termites, rot, fungus and fire. 
Concrete, on the other hand, can be 
made of plentiful native materials. 
The corollary to this, of course, is 
the lower cost of concrete construc- 
tion in most instances. 

2. Rapid growth in population — 
The population of Florida has almost 
doubled in the last fifteen years, and 
in the face of such growth there is 
bound to be a tremendous demand 
for new construction. Concrete has 
managed to siphon off most of this 
demand. Nowhere else is there such 
a spectacular population gain; but 
almost every urban area is growing 
today and offering these same build- 
ing opportunities 

3. Adaptability of concrete to meet 
climatic problems Florida is sub- 
ject to certain adverse elements which 
concrete is peculiarly adapted to re- 
sist. For example, concrete construc- 
tion is the best possible for hurricane 
winds. It is extremely durable in the 
warm, moist salt air of Florida. 

1. Substantial number of existing 
concrete homes Following the re- 
markable performance of concrete 
homes during the famous Florida 
hurricane of 1926, there was a rash 
of concrete building which has never 
subsided. Nothing succeeds like suc- 
cess, and the preponderance of con- 
crete homes in south Florida has 


@ This mural-like decorative panel in the vestibule of Maule's new office 
building consists of various types and sizes of building units produced in the 
company's plants in the Miami area. The wall units themselves provide an ex- 
ample of exposed aggregate work. 


¢ 


@ BELOW: View in the storage yard of Maule's large 
block plant at Ojus. The company operates twelve high- 
production block machines in all, and probably turns out 
more 8-inch equivalent units than any concern in the 


world. 
[ 
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@ ABOVE: Long years ago the company conceived the 
idea of developing into a veritable department store for 
concrete users. Today its various plants turn out almost 
anything that can be made of concrete and for which 
there is a substantial demand. 





beyond doubt been a large factor in 
influencing people to build more and 
more concrete structures. 

5. Ample supply of skilled labor - 
Florida offers many advantages to 
the concrete mason. In addition to 
the sunshine and low-cost-of-Florida 
living, he can find year round em- 
ployment here as well as a satisfac- 
tory place for retirement. Consequent- 
ly, there has long been a plentiful 
supply of skilled workmen in the 
concrete trades available in Florida. 
(They also work much more speedily 
than in other sections of the country, 
thereby increasing efficiency and low- 
ering construction costs. ) 

The above entries on the credit 
side of the ledger for concrete pro- 
ducers in Florida happened without 
any particular effort on the part of 
the concrete industry. Without doubt 
this is a fortunate climate, literally 
and figuratively, for concrete, and 
insofar as these circumstances can’t 
be dupli« ated elsewhere, there is little 
that concrete men can do about them 
in other sections of the country. But 
there are other factors in the Florida 
concrete boom which can be imitated 
elsewhere 

1. Diversification of concrete prod- 
ucts Says Mr. Anderson: “We'll 
make almost anything an architect 
wants in order to express himself in 
concrete. 

A look at the new Maule build- 
ing in Miami bears out this assertion. 
It makes use of almost every con- 
ceivable s1ze and shape of precast 


@ ABOVE: Closeup of one of the large exposed-aggregate panels Maule 
produced recently for a Sears Roebuck store in Coral Gables. BELOW: For 
years this company has done an effective job of displaying its products at 
local home shows. Management believes that this policy has been an important 
factor in its growth. 
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concrete product, including a striking 
new unit designed by Mr. Ander- 
son — in which colored aggregate is 
used and the surface cement is sand- 
blasted off, exposing the brightly- 
colored stone. Although the strong 
favorite among masonry 
units is still the 8- by 8, by 16-inch 
block (it accounts for about 85 per 
cent of Maule’s unit volume), the 
remaining 15 per cent is accounted 


concrete 


for by some 75 or more decorative 
lypes of concrete brick, block and 
stone. Thus the conventional argu- 
ment in the north against the drab 
appearance of concrete is circum- 
vented in Florida through striking 
new forms, as well as the wide use 
of stucco to cover the standard block. 
And the Florida variety in concrete 
doesn’t limit itself to block and brick 
units. Almost all of Florida’s con- 
crete homes use concrete roof tile, 
concrete floors on ground and pre- 
cast window and door frames. 

2. Good performance record of 
concrete Conditions are ideal in 
south Florida for excellent concrete 
performance. Humidity is on the high 
side and rather constant; tempera- 
ture ranges are quite moderate; be- 
cause buildings seldom have to be 
heated, there are relatively few cycles 
of heating and drying out; and the 
sandy soils have better-than-average 
bearing qualities. All of these things, 
plus a number of the elements noted 
in the first group, make concrete per- 
form better in Florida. But there is 
a lesson to be learned here for con- 
crete producers everywhere: e.g. good 
performance more concrete 
usage in your community as well as 


means 


in south Florida. 

Producers elsewhere may have to 
work harder to attain this good per- 
formance. For example there is rela- 
tively little cracking of concrete 
block in Florida, even though most 
block are neither dried before 
they are laid nor protected against 
wetting on the job. These conditions 
which are handed to Florida produc- 
ers on a silver platter don’t come so 
easily in other areas. But however 
difficult they may be to attain, the 
pay off is inevitably a healthy broad- 
ening of markets for concrete. No- 
where is this better illustrated than 
in Florida, where good performance 
has played a very large part in mak- 
ing concrete almost a universal build- 
ing material. 

3. Expansion of plant facilities 
A concrete boom of the size of that 
in Florida would have been impos- 
sible and quite likely would have 
died a-borning had not concrete pro- 
ducers kept pace and even outrun 
the constantly grewing demand for 
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@ View of one of the five crushing plants in which Maule produces aggregates 
for its own operations as well as for general sale. The material is oolitic 


limestone. 


ready-mix and concrete products. In 
the past 15 years, block production 
in Florida has increased by more 
than 25 times or about five times 
as much as for the nation as a whole. 
It’s difficult to say whether the in- 
creasing demand for the product was 
responsible for expanding production 
facilities, or whether aggressive sell- 
ing of the dynamic growth in supply 
created new demand. But the fact re- 
mains that the demand for concrete 
and the facilities to supply this de- 
mand have grown together, comple- 
menting each other to produce the 
veritable monopoly concrete enjoys 
in south Florida. 


1. Mass production building meth- 
ods — Florida builders have applied 
mass production building methods 
to concrete much as builders in the 
north mass-produce frame and brick 
structures. As large concrete build- 
ing projects increase, come 
down, speed goes up and concrete 
continues to improve its competitive 
position. Unfortunately, the reverse 
is true in many areas of the north 
where concrete has been forced to 


costs 


remain in the back seat. 

5. Education of the buying public 
by exposure The greatest selling 
point for new concrete structures in 
south Florida has been the number 
of concrete buildings already there. 
The public loves to go along with a 
winner already tried and tested. 
Thus it would appear that one of the 
most effective ways of making a con- 
crete favorable 
areas is to work closely with large- 
scale builders who can expose con- 
crete to public attention in a rather 


impression in less 


formidable display. Such recognition 
isn’t easy to get, nor can cooperation 
in such a project be sought and found 
without difficulty. The first time may 
not be a financial bonanza for the 
concrete producer, but education of 
the public by exposure to concrete 
structures is an almost necessary prel- 
ude to expanding concrete markets. 

As Mr. Anderson pointed out: 
“Concrete block houses stand out as 
something different and unusual up 
north, while down here anything else 
stands out the same way.” 

Thus it has been conclusively dem- 
onstrated in Florida that home 
owners in large numbers repre- 
senting the wide cross-section of 
people who settle in Florida — can 
be educated to prefer concrete homes. 
It can happen elsewhere, too. 

“But,” adds Mr. Anderson, 
crete producers in other areas of the 
country will first have to overcome 
an inertia of many years standing. 
We were lucky enough to have some 
pretty good breaks in building the 
huge market for concrete here. Pro- 
ducers in other parts of the country 
will have to make many of these 
breaks themselves.” 


“con- 


Mr. Anderson’s words were un- 
consciously underscored by the op- 
erator of a Miami motel. All motels 
in the Miami area are CBS — com 
crete-block-stueco. When I asked out 
motel owner how he liked concrete 
block, he just looked puzzled. Finally 
he asked quizzically, “What else is 
there?” 

Which is just about as good as 
things can get anywhere. 


29 





If you are currently operating your business 
as sole proprietor or as a partnership, the 
chances are you should give some thought to... 


Incorporation and Tax Savings 


F the net earnings of a business 
i substantial, its owner orf 
owners may be warranted in incor- 
porating as a legitimate means of 
reducing the Federal income tax bill. 
Income, both at the corporate and 
individual level, is subject to a Fed- 
eral tax. This “double taxation’, as 
called, has created 
misun- 


it is commonly 
considerable confusion and 
derstanding in the minds of owners 
of non-corporate businesses, includ- 
ing concrete products manufacturers 
and contractors. 

Too often the act of incorporation 
booby-trap luring 
resulting double 


1s viewed as a 
the unwary with 
tax bills, one for corporation earn- 
ings, the other on individual income. 
This is, in fact, a possibility. How- 
ever, the 1954 Internal Revenue Code 
permits partnerships and proprietor- 
ships to report as corporations. This 
re-emphasizes the fact long known 
in tax circles that operating as a 
corporation (or now reporting as 
has certain inherent tax ad- 
under the right set of 


such) 
vantages 
conditions. 

Necessarily, an article such as this 
can only outline the general principles 
involved and explore the possibilities. 
It is not offered as a substitute for 
expert counsel applied to the particu- 
lar situation of a specific contractor 
or manufacturer, nor should it be 
so used. No step toward incorpora- 
tion or electing to report as such 
for tax purposes and with pos- 
sible tax savings in mind should be 
taken except with the aid of tax 
counsel armed with all of the facts 
and circumstances surrounding the 
taxpayer's business. 

To understand how tax savings 
are possible through incorporation, 
certain aspects of taxation as ap- 
plied to corporate and individual 
earnings must be kept in mind. These 
include the following basic facts: 
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1. All earnings of a non-corporate 
business are subject to individual 
income taxation to the individual 
or individuals owning the business, 
in proportion to their interest in the 
earnings — and regardless of whether 
all earnings are withdrawn. 

2. The individual tax rate in- 
creases rapidly, reaching a rate of 
9] per cent. 

3. The corporation tax rate, usu- 
ally referred to as 52 per cent, 
actually is 30 per cent on the first 
$25.000 of corporation income, with 
the rate being 52 per cent above 
that figure. Therefore, even for cor- 
porations earnings substantially more 
than $25,000. the effective tax rate 
is considerably less than 52 per cent. 

4. While the corporation rate ap- 
plies to corporation earnings, the in- 
dividual tax bill 
against distributed corporation earn- 
ings, so that double taxation may 
take only partial effect, and with 
the combined corporation and indi- 
vidual income tax less than the in- 
dividual income tax alone on the 
earnings of an unincorporated busi- 


is assessed only 


ness. 

The foregoing presupposes that a 
taxpayer's business earnings are run- 
ning well ahead of his personal 
that he is plowing back some 
business; that 


needs: 
earnings into the 
there is a continuing need for growth 
and expansion; and, finally, that the 
individual tax rate on the top layer 
of income is considerably higher than 
the corporation tax rate. 

While the penalty surtax on un- 
reasonable accumulations of earn- 
ings continues in effect in the new 
Code, it is not as severe as it was 
in the past. In no event may the 
penalty tax be applied on the first 
$60,000 of earnings accumulated 
over the years. Now the penalty may 
be assessed only on the amount in 
excess of this figure. In the past 
the penalty applied to the entire 


amount. The Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue must prove the un- 
reasonableness of the accumulation. 
By definition unreasonable accumu- 
lation must exclude those accumula- 
tions made for “reasonably antici- 
pated needs.” Thus, future needs, 
as well as present ones, may justify 
accumulation of earnings, such as 
planned expansion, anticipated in 
the light of events. 

Let’s consider a few examples to 
illustrate the possible tax value of 
incorporating. 

Case A. This is a ready-mixed- 
concrete producer operating as a sole 
proprietor, earning $35,000 a year. 
He is married, has two children, 
takes the standard deduction, and 
files a joint return. His income tax 
is $10,212 at 1954 rates. The top 
layer of his income is in the 47 
per cent tax bracket. He has rather 
consistently plowed back about $15.,- 
000 a year into the business, and 
would put more in, except for high 
individual tax rates. 

What happens if he incorporates? 
As executive head of the corporation 
he draws $15,000 salary. Corporation 
earnings thus are $20,000. These 
earnings are not distributed. The cor- 
poration tax is $6,000 (30 per cent 
of $20,000). His individual tax on 
$15,000 is $2,612. The combined 
tax is $8,612, for a tax saving of 
$1.600. 

Tax savings are even more dra- 
matic in higher brackets of business 
earnings. Consider another example. 

Case B involves a concrete prod- 
ucts manufacturer, also a sole pro- 
prietor. His net earnings are $60,000 
a year. He is married, has two chil- 
dren, takes the standard deduction 
and files a joint return. His indi. 
vidual income tax is $24,333. The 
top layer of his income is in the 
62 per cent tax bracket. 

(Turn to page 32) 
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Despite the rash of adverse rulings against concrete plants in questions 
related to zoning, the owners of such plants have certain well defined 


rights under existing zoning laws. 


This article cites several recent 


court decisions which tend to clarify some of the issues involved. 


OWNER'S RIGHTS UNDER ZONING LAWS 


Land in Los Angeles, California, 
was leased by the Pacific Electric 
Company to the Livingston Rock & 
Gravel Company in the winter of 
1950. Under a county zoning ordi- 
nance this land was available with- 
out restrictions for any building. 
structure or improvement that might 
be erected. 

On the land under this lease it was 
planned to construct a batching plant 
for the loading of ready mixed con- 
crete trucks. By the 21st of the fol- 
lowing March the building had been 
completed and the trucks were in op- 
eration. On that date the land was 
rezoned, and nine months later the 
company was notified by the plan- 
ning commission that its right to op- 
erate had been revoked. 

In a suit by the plant owner an in- 
junction was granted prohibiting the 
enforcement of this ordinance, and 
the county appealed. In its decision 
on the appeal the Supreme Court of 
the state said of the rights of the 
plant owner: 

The Fifth Amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States reads 
in part, ‘No person shall be deprived 
of property without due process of 
law’ The Fourteenth Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States 
is to the same effect and a similar 
provision appears in the Constitution 
of the State of California. 

The foregoing constitutional pro- 
visions protect these plant owners in 
their vested property rights, to con- 
duct the lawful business in which they 
were engaged prior to the time the 
property on which their plant is lo- 
cated was placed in an M-1 zone. 

It is apparent at the time these 
plant owners erected their plant, made 
their investment in equipping it and 
commenced to use it, that its opera- 
tion was perfectly légal, which fact 
was recognized in the urgency ordi- 
nance of the county. It is likewise 
obvious that these plant owners had 
a vested property right in the opera- 
tion of their plant of which they 
could not be constitutionally deprived 
without due process of law which pre- 
supposes the plant owners be awarded 
a fair and reasonable compensation 
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By ALBERT WOODRUFF GRAY 


for the property rights of which the 
county was attempting to deprive 
them. 

The authority for this decision had 
been established over twenty years 
before by the Supreme Court of that 
state. In that instance an ordinance 
had been passed by the City of Los 
Angeles making it unlawful inside 
of certain prescribed areas “to erect, 
establish, operate, maintain or con- 
duct any hospital, asylum, sanitar- 
ium, home retreat or other place for 
the care or treatment of insane per- 

* with a penalty of fine and 
imprisonment for a violation. 


sons, 


On this land at the time this ordi- 
nance was adopted were four sani- 
tariums. In forbidding the enforce- 
ment of this ordinance against these 
institutions for their failure to con- 
form to that zoning restriction the 
court said of the application of zon- 
ing laws to businesses already func- 
tioning when the ordinance is 
adopted : 


We are asked to uphold a munici- 
pal ordinance which destroys valuable 
businesses, built up over a period of 
years. If we do so on the ground that 
this is the proper exercise of the po- 
lice power in the enactment of zoning 
legislation, then it follows that the 
same thing may be done to apartment 
houses, flats or stores. 

The establishment of many lawful 
and not dangerous businesses in a city 
would then become an_ extremely 
hazardous undertaking. At any time 
in pursuance of a reasonable plan for 
its future development the city could 
prohibit the continuance of the busi- 
nesses and make property valueless 
which was previously constructed and 
devoted to a useful purpose. 

It may well be that in the course 
of years one of the outlying permitted 
districts in the present scheme will be- 
come residential in character. If these 
businesses at great expense reestab- 
lish themselves in that district they 
might be pursued and again eradi- 
cated, All this is to be justified under 
the police power as a proper taking of 
private property for public use with- 
out compensation. The approval of 
such a doctrine would be a blow to 


rights in private property such as 
this court has never before witnessed. 
Only a paramount and compelling 
necessity could sanction such an ex- 
traordinary interference with useful 
business. 


Then to this statement of the law 
the court added a survey of the limi- 
tations beyond which zoning laws 
may not go: 


It would seem at first glance that 
the zoning decisions of the courts 
reach the conclusion that businesses 
may be prohibited in the sense of 
being excluded from specific districts. 
An examination of these decisions 
however reveal the fact that nearly 
all of them deal with the attempt to 
establish businesses in the prohibited 
areas. 


They decide nothing more than 
that the right to engage in a lawful 
and not dangerous business may be 
taken away in pursuance of a reason- 
able zoning scheme. They do not de- 
cide that an established and not 
dangerous business operating in a law- 
ful manner in a certain territory may 
be eradicated in pursuance of a 
reasonable zoning scheme. 


As a matter of practice, also, those 
who have drafted ordinances have 
usually proceeded with due regard for 
valuable vested property interests and 
have permitted existing non-conform- 
ing uses to remain. 


Zoning holds that an ounce of pre- 
vention is worth a pound of cure and 
that it is fairer to all concerned to 
prevent the establishment in residence 
districts of objectionable business 
than to drive them out once they are 
established. Zoning looks to the fu- 
ture, not to the past, and it is cus- 
tomary to allow businesses and build- 
ings to remain although of a class 
which cannot be established. 


It by no means follows however 
that a business not conforming to the 
adopted ordinance but permitted to 
remain under the sanctions of the 
Federal and state constitutions, con- 
tinues unaffected by 
nance. 


such an ordi- 


In another instance in that state 
heavy industrial activities, heavy ma- 
chinery and plants operating ma- 
chines up to 2,000 horsepower were 
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located on property that had become 
subject to another zoning ordinance. 
This ordinance restricted portions of 
the area to residential use permitting 
these businesses already established 
to continue 


One of them, however, in addition 
to the business conducted in the past, 
constructed four 12,000-gallon gaso- 


linet inks. and « ourt proceedings were 
brought to compel their removal on 
the ground that they did not conform 
to this zoning ordinance. The ordi- 
nance read in part: 


The lawful use of land existing at 
the time of the passage of this ordi- 
nance, although such use does not 
conform to the provisions hereof, may 
be continued. If such non-conforming 
use is discontinued, any future use 
of said land shall be in conformity 
with the provisions of this ordinance. 


In requiring the removal of the 
tanks. the court said: 


Such a provision is ordinarily in- 
cluded in zoning ordinances because 
of the hardship and doubtful consti- 
tutionality of compelling the immedi- 
ate discontinuance of non-conforming 
use. The object of such a provision 
is the gradual elimination of the non- 
conforming use by obsolescence, or 
destruction by fire or the elements, 
and it has been frequently upheld by 
the courts. 

There is a growing tendency to 
guard against the indefinite contin- 
uance of non-conforming uses by pro- 


viding for their liquidation within a 
prescribed period. Given the objective 
of zoning to eliminate non-conform- 
ing use, the courts throughout the 
country generally follow a strict policy 
against their extension or enlarge- 
ment. 

Zoning ordinances that have been 
held unreasonable and invalid were 
recently catalogued by a court as of 
four types; first, those which seek 
to exclude existing and established 
businesses; second, where a restric- 
tion imposed by the ordinance cre- 
ates a monopoly; third, where the use 
of adjacent property renders the land 
entirely unsuited or unusable for the 
only purpose permitted; and fourth, 
where a small parcel, as a lot in the 
center of a commercial district lim- 
ited to a residential use, is given less 
rights than the surrounding property. 


One further feature of importance 
in determining the limits on such 
zoning restrictions is in the insistence 
by the courts that the exemption of 
the property for a non-conforming 
use, must be for a real, not a merely 
anticipated use. An Ohio court re- 
cently had this to say: 

It appears that the general rule of 
law in this country is that in order 
to secure a vested right for a non- 
conforming use, the use itself or at 
least some portion of it must have 
been in actual existence upon the 


effective date of the zoning legisla- 
tion. Contemplated use of the prem- 
ises is not sufficient to establish a 
vested right. 

In a decision by the United States 
Supreme Court that has become 
famous as an authority of the law 
governing the application of these 
zoning principles, Justice Holmes 
said: 

The protection of private property 
in the Fifth Amendment presupposes 
that it is wanted for public use but 
provides that it shall not be taken 
for such use without compensation. A 
similar assumption is made in the 
decisions upon the Fourteenth Amend- 
ment. When this seemingly absolute 
protection is found to be qualified by 
the police power, the natural tendency 
of human nature is to extend the 
qualifications more and more until 
at last property disappears. 


But that cannot be accomplished 
in this way under the Constitution of 
the United States. The general rule, 
at least, is that while property may 
be regulated to a certain extent, if 
regulation goes too far it will be rec- 
ognized as a taking. 


“In general it is not plain that a 
man’s misfortunes or necessities will 
justify his shifting the damages to 
his neighbor’s shoulders. We are in 
danger of forgetting that a strong 
public desire to improve the public 
condition is not enough to warrant 
achieving the desire by a shorter cut 
than the constitutional way of paying 
for the change.” 





Tax Savings 


(From page 30) 


He incorporates, draws $20,000 
salary, making corporate earnings 
$10,000. none of which is distrib- 
uted. His corporation tax is $15,300 
(30 per cent on $25,000 and 52 
per cent on $15,000). His individual 
income tax is $4,124. This tax with 
his corporation tax totals $19,424 
as against $24,333 operating as a 
sole proprietor, for a tax saving of 
$4,908. 

Next, consider the tax results of 
incorporation on partnerships. Case 
C consists of two members. Net earn- 
ings are $50,000, credited equally be- 
tween partners. Each partner is mar- 
ried. has two children, takes the 
standard deduction and files a joint 
return. Each partner pays an indi- 

e020 


vidual income tax of $5,888. 


Suppose these partners incorpo- 
rate. with each drawing a salary of 
$12.500 a vear. This results in cor- 
porate earnings of $25.000. Tre 
corporation tax is $7,500, or $3.750 
for each Each 
partner s individual income tax on 
his salary is $1.966. Combined tax 
of each partner is $5,516, or a tax 


saving of $372. In this case there 


erstwhile partner. 
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is not too much tax-saving in favor 
of incorporation. 

On the other hand, tax savings 
may be even more spectacular in the 
case of single persons having the 
same net earnings as in the fore- 
going examples. This is because the 
same income will be in higher tax 
brackets due to inability to split in- 
come. As an example, consider Case 
A as unmarried and without depend- 
ents, using the standard deduction. 
His individual income tax on $35.- 
000 net earnings will be $15,370, 
with the top income layer in the 65 
per cent tax bracket. If he incor- 
porates, and draws $15,000 salary, 
not distributing the $20,000 of cor- 
poration earnings, his individual in- 
come tax will be $4,002. This with 
the corporation tax of $6,000 will 
total $10,002, for a tax saving of 
$5,368. 

A good many contractors and man- 
ufacturers in the industry may be 
considering availing themselves of 
the right to report as a corporation 
for tax purposes without formally 
incorporating. However, there is a 
catch in this provision of the law. 
Once the election to report as a cor- 
poration is exercised a taxpayer may 
not revoke his decision unless there 
is at least a 20 per cent change 


in ownership. On the other hand, a 
legal corporation may make the 
change by dissolving the corporation 
and reverting to a sole proprietor- 
ship or partnership. 

Thus, becoming a corporation in 
fact will confer ail of the possible 
benefits offered by the tax code in 
respect to partnerships and sole pro- 
prietorships reporting as corpora- 
tions, without, however, putting a 
closely-held business in a_ straight- 
jacket from which there is no easy 
escape route. 

One thing needs to be stressed in 
connection with incorporating or re- 
porting as a corporation. The In- 
ternal Revenue Service continues to 
frown upon the old device of pay- 
ing excessive salaries to reduce tax- 
able corporate earnings. Likewise. 
the practice of paying gratuities as 
salaries to family members who per- 
form little or no services is care- 
fully watched. 

Incorporation should not be en- 
tered into hastily or without expert 
counsel provided with all of the per- 
tinent facts. Neither, however, should 
incorporation be rejected if all of 
the facts point to tax savings as well 
as other advantages found in this 
form of doing business. 
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Ohio Ready Mix Assn... 


hears Vincent P. Ahearn discuss 
the industry’s record 1955 production 
and the critical cement situation 


NEW SLATE of officers was 
A elected by members of the Ohio 
Ready Mixed Concrete Association at 
the organization’s annual convention 
in Cleveland, Ohio. George J. Frye, 
Dayton Builders Concrete Company, 
succeeded Charles O. Dittrich, Hill- 
top Building Materials, Inc., as presi- 
dent. Roger H. Hamilton 
Gravel Company, became vice presi- 
dent, and Ralph H. Anderson, An- 


derson Concrete Corporation, became 


Slugg, 


treasurer. 

The program highlight of the two- 
day meeting was an after-luncheon 
address by Vincent P. Ahearn, execu- 
tive secretary of the National Ready 
Mixed Association. Mr. 
Ahearn briefly reviewed some of the 
significant findings in the associa- 
tion’s thorough study of the ready- 
mixed-concrete industry's output in 
1955 (see ConcreETE, July 1956, page 
30). 

Mr. Ahearn noted as particularly 
finding that 
bought more 


Concrete 


significant the survey 


home builders, who 
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than 21 per cent of the total output 
of ready-mixed-concrete last year, 
were by a considerable margin the 
industry’s most important customers. 
He also pointed out that a vast po- 
tential use of ready-mix exists in the 
field of street and highway paving. 

Mr. Ahearn also briefly reviewed 
the cement shortage picture as indi- 
cated by a recent survey conducted 
by the national association. A de- 
tailed account of these findings will 
be found elsewhere in this issue. 

At another point in his address 
Mr. Ahearn touched on the broad 
problem of the ready-mixed-concrete 
industry’s public responsibility. He 
especially deplored the fact that some 
companies operate trucks that are 
eyesores, thus, offering constant in- 
centive for restrictive legislation of 
one sort or another. 

Leoking to the future, Mr. Ahearn 
expressed the view that the most im- 
portant news of the moment, so far 
as the ready-mix industry is con- 


@ New officers of 
the Ohio Ready 
Mixed Concrete As- 
sociation are R. H. 
Anderson, treasurer, 
Roger H. Slugg, 
vice president, G. 
J. Frye, president, 
and Claude Clark, 


executive secretary. 


Poin 


cerned, is the fact that the population 
of this country is gaining at the rate 
of 250,000 people per year. The in- 
evitable suburban development, and 
home-, school-, and shopping-center- 
construction activity that must accom- 
panying such a population growth, in 
Mr. Ahearn’s opinion, can only spell 
vast opportunities for the future 
growth of the ready-mixed-concrete 
industry. 

The Cleveland meeting also fea- 
tured talks by Robert Mitchell, presi- 
dent of NRMCA; W. J. Corr, Mack 
Manufacturing Company; F. S. 
Baster, The White Motor Company, 
and Roger H. Slugg, Hamilton 
Gravel Company. 


Review Fire Data on 
2- and 3-Core Block 


A new technical bulletin prepared 
by the National Concrete Masonry 
Association presents a review of 
available data on the fire endurance 
of concrete masonry obtained in 
actual fire tests on eight-inch wails 
built with two-, three- and four-core 
units, and of the design requirements 
for «.crete masonry units included 
in tu various standard building 
codes. Conclusions drawn from these 
reviews and presented ‘n the report 
are: 

1. For a given concrete, and for 
units having the same equivalent net 
solid thickness, the fire endurance 
of concrete masonry walls of the 
single-unit type will be the same for 
walls built with units of two-core de- 
sign as for walls built with units of 
three-core design. 

2. It is an accepted engineering 
practice to award concrete masonry 
walls built with units of two-core de- 
sign the same fire resistance rating 
as walls built with units of three- 
core design where the units and the 
wall constructions are the same in 
all other respects. 


@ Past presidents 
of the Ohio associ- 
ation received 
framed certificates 


g. at the recent Cleve- 


pf land meeting in rec- 
ognition of the im- 
portance of the 

services they have 

rendered to the 


group. 





N= week a hundred motels will be built, 60 will be 
remodeled, 300 will be planned. Half of them will 
be using concrete block. This Cinderella of construction 
is appearing for company lots of it in many of the 
60,000 motels strung along the highways of this country. 
Dressed for the ball. block is used for lobbies. interiors. 
and eye-catching exteriors. It lines driveways, surrounds 
plants, graces a fireplace equally well; yet underneath 
it is still the strong, fire-proof, economical block people 
used to hide in the basement. 

There are now twice as many motels as hotels in the 
United States, and they are multiplying at the phenome- 
nal rate of 2600 a year, with no end in sight. They are 
even invading the city now, formerly the hotel’s exclusive 
territory, offering economy and parking space to the 
traveler. The business has doubled since 1946, and with 
the advent of the big new state and national highway con- 
struction programs it promises to continue increasing in 
the future. Right now, over eighty per cent of vacation 
travel is done by car; the more automobiles there are on 
the road, the more important the motel becomes. 
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THE 
BILLION 
DOLLAR 
MOTEL 

BUSINESS 








This article summarizes 
the factors that make 
this rich market for 
construction materials 
a natural target for 

the block industry 


By EILEEN MALONEY 


Nor is this expansion solely the result of new motels 
entering the market. A large percentage of the construc- 
tion being done is in building additions to existing mo- 
tels. And as the business grows, prospective owners are be- 
coming increasingly astute about building. All want some- 
thing versatile, long-lasting, economical, that combines 
well with other materials and is fireproof, weather-proof, 
and attractive. Many have discovered that concrete block, 
perhaps alone among major building materials, can meet 
this demanding specification. 


Many motel operators, however, have yet to be sold on 
concrete block. Even though some chains are venturing 
into the field, the majority of motel owners are new to 
the business and know almost nothing about construction. 
They are eager for information; the strange part is that 
no one seems willing to give it to them. A major com- 
plaint of the owners is that they must usually make the 
first move in buying. Frequently, having to rely on their 
own judgment, they stick to the things they are most 
familiar with, whether or not they are best suited to this 
new purpose. 
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@ Motel owners will appreciate both the beauty and the 
ease of caring for interior concrete block walls. 


You can get your finger in this billion-dollar pie by 
seeking the owners out and emphasizing the advantages 
of concrete block construction. Seventy per cent of the 
owners’ funds is earmarked for building; at $6000 to 
$7000 per unit, with an average of 20 units for each 
motel, this is quite a lot of money. Durability, utility, 
cost and beauty rank highest with motel owners. Block 
producers can build their sales talk around these points. 
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DuraBiLity — In the 1955 tests at Yucca Flats, con- 
crete block houses withstood the blast of an atomic bomb 
only 4700 feet away! While the ordinary motel owner 
will not have bombs in mind when he builds, it is dra- 
matic proof of the strength of this type of construction. 
In the midwest and the south, concrete block has proven 
to be termite and tornado proof. Concrete masonry weath- 
ers well in the more ordinary conditions of nature; nei- 
ther frost nor high temperatures damage it. Thus it is 
eminently suited for — and has been used in — every 
section of this country. The south and west pioneered 
concrete masonry construction, with California, Florida, 
and Arizona giving the material a particularly hearty 
welcome, but more and more of the northern owners have 
found that it also serves their building needs. For load- 
bearing walls, concrete is twice as strong as brick and 
needs less tuck-pointing and cleaning later. Concrete 
block is firesafe — a good thing to mention to the owner 
who plans to build far out of reach of the nearest town’s 
fire equipment. 

To the motel owner, these facts are more than inci- 
dentally interesting. The business is not a get-rich-quick 
venture, as many people have discovered to their sorrow; 
the average return per unit in a year is less than five 
hundred dollars. This amount must compensate for three 
hundred and sixty-five days of work on the part of the 
owner, and often, on the part of his wife. The man who 
enters it expects to stay for quite some time and build 
his profits slowly. He can make money from his invest- 
ment only if he can keep overhead and time lost in re- 
pairs to a minimum. His motel units have to last and 
look good for ten years or more in order to be worth 
building at all. 
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@ This motor hotel, one of the most attractive in Phoenix, Arizona, uses block on both interior and exterior walls. 
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@ The Skylark Motel in Springfied, Virginia, found con- 
crete block economical as well as beautiful. Like many 
of the most modern motels, it has taken a cue from 
luxury hotels and added a swimming pool. 


UTILITY Concrete block can be used on interiors 
and exteriors for face material. It makes good support 
for other material, and can be plastered or stuccoed 
more satisfactorily than any other material. It is used in 
some motels for driveway retaining walls and porch col- 
umns, and it can support signs or balconies. The many 
sizes and shapes of block, and the now-widely-available 
lightweight block, mean that there is no architectural 
limitation on its use. With concrete block there is no 
need for accoustical tile in the motel units since concrete 
ean provide excellent sound absorption characteristics. 
The construction of block insures insulation with its ait 
cavity lowering fuel costs and saving on air condition- 
ing. Plumbing and wiring can be carried through the 
cavities, saving the owner time, trouble and money. Paint 
takes well to concrete, retains its appearance longer. And 
concrete block does not pick up hand and finger prints 
an important consideration to the owner who has to wor- 
ry about decorating costs. Soundproofing, one of the 
major problems of the prospective proprietor, can be 
accomplished easily with block. Cavity wall construction 
on the outside walls assures him that no car and truck 
noises from the nearby highway will penetrate the units. 
For inner dividing walls two coats of portland cement 


base paint will often stop sound transmission. Plaste1 


on one wall of each adjoining unit will do the trick as 
well. 

Almost every prospective and current motel operator 
is planning to expand or remodel his original holding. 
Generally, the man going into the motel business starts 
out with a modest number of units usually ten to 
twenty. After these have begun to pay for themselves. 
he builds additional units, a few at a time. As they con- 
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tinue to show a profit, he repeats this building pattern. 

Concrete block construction for the new owner has 
the added advantage that when he decides to expand. 
there will be no difficulty in securing matching material. 
For the one who has built initially of some other mate- 
rial, concrete block holds the promise of blending with it 
perfectly and of adapting beautifully to any style of 
architecture he has in mind. The switch from cottage to 
ranch style motels as first in popularity in the last few 
years means that many owners will be in the market for 
modernizing. A motel’s face is its fortune, and every 
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@ Block patterns add interest to this New York motel. 
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owner must stay in the fight to have the most modern, 
the most striking structure on his particular stretch of 
road. Right now the newest look in construction is con- 
crete block. 

Cost Since the beginning motel owner often has 
only a small sum for initial investment, it is important 
that he get the most for his money. Concrete block will 
mean savings to him, not only in the price of materials 
and labor (one block equals 8 bricks, and takes much 
less time to lay) but in upkeep. He will save on fire in- 
surance and deterioration, on reinforcement and acous- 
tical material, on decoration. In some locations all that 
is needed is a one-operation wall. He will get more units 
for his money, and when he decides to expand, he will 
have no trouble matching the original ones. 


BEAUTY Over 90 per cent of a motel’s customers 
are lured into stopping by its appearance. This is the 
motel’s biggest, and often sole, advertisement; each own- 
er has to have something that is goodlooking and dis- 
tinctive. Concrete block, alone or in combination with 
glass and wood, is a perfect answer for him. Frank Lloyd 
Wright was among the first to recognize the fine aesthetic 
possibilities of concrete block, and vast improvements 
have been made in the product to make it even more 
appealing to architects. The new sizes, shapes, and types 
of block make it easily the most versatile of all building 
materials. Its texture goes particularly well with modern 
furnishings, though some eastern owners have combined 
it successfully with colonial furniture and some in the 
south have used it equally well with ante-bellum decor. 
Split block, slump block and extruded mortar construc- 
tion are enjoying popularity now in some sections of the 
country, while the new Shadowal block patterns devel- 
oped by the National Concrete Masonry Association 
promise to open up almost unlimited possibilities for 
even further variation. Even now the patterns possible 
with block are practically infinite. With all the styles it 
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@ In its lovely lobby the 
Skylark Motel combines 
block with brick, wood 
and glass to create an 
effect of warm welcome 
and of comfort. 
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is particularly popular in the south and the southwest. 


comes in, concrete block is an architect’s darling. The 
easiest way to sell an owner on block is to show him 
pictures of other motels built with the material. 

There is no reason why most motels shouldn't be of 
concrete block once the owners know about it. And 
its use in motels will bring a handsome dividend in ad- 
vertising. The biggest hurdle in concrete masonry con- 
struction has always been public opinion, which has 
persisted in connecting block with basements. Seeing 
it at its best in motels, the traveling public will auto- 
matically become receptive to the idea of using it in the 
homes they plan to build. 





He Texcrete Company of Dallas initiated its ex- 


1 and modernized facilities with an open house 
Architects. engineers, contractors. and gvovern- 
ind banking officials from Dallas and Fort Worth 
re shown through the factory and the adjacent plants 
of Dallas Lightweight Aggregate Company and Texcrete 
Structural Products Company. Introducing Texcrete’s 
production line of block machines, its expanded central 
research laboratories, and the four new giant auto- 
claves. Cedric Willson, vice-president and chief engineer 
for Texas Industries, explained to the company’s guests 
how the new autoclaving technique insured the produc- 
tion of concrete block at its best. 
Visitors also saw the brand new delivery fleet, the 
enlarged machine shop and parts warehouse, and the 


Texcrete 


Launches 
Its New Look 


efficient, modern housekeeping equipment Texcrete uses 
to keep the plant spotless. The company is one of thirty 
subsidiaries of Texas Industries, Incorporated, world’s 
largest producer of lightweight aggregate and one of the 
country's leading producers of concrete masonry units. 

Highlighting the open house was a champagne christen- 
ing of the autoclave production line by Mrs. George 
Meihaus, whose husband is vice president and general 
sales manager of the firm. At the ceremony, Mr. Meihaus 
said the autoclaves were installed to insure that Texcrete 
will continue to be the low cost producer of the highest 
quality building products for years to come. 

The new production facilities boost capacity of Texas 
Industries’ concrete plants in Texas and Louisiana to 
more than 25 million units a year. 


nal lg 
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Autoclave Production Line ?? 

@ Texcrete's high-pressure, high-temperature curing sys- 
tem is made up of four identical autoclaves, 106 inches 
in inside diameter, 112 feet long, and weighing 125,000 
pounds each. They are served by specially-designed con- 
tour racks, which make it possible to cure more block per 
inch of autoclave diameter than do standard racks. With 
each rack accommodating 34 pallets or 102 units, fully 
loaded each autoclave holds 3400 block. Since Texcrete 
operates two cycles, this means a total of 27,200 block 
for the plant each day. The autoclaves are equipped with 
quick-opening doors. The new equipment will be standard 
for all Texas Industries’ block plants in the future. 
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<< Conveyor Belt Cubing 

@ The cubing of Texcrete block has been mechanized 
by employing four air hoists to transfer block from the 
autoclave racks to a conveyor belt. This results in easier 
work for the employees and permits much closer inspec- 
tion, while reducing cubing time by twenty five per cent. 
The system is one of the results da study made by the 
company to determine the most efficient production 
methods. The study also showed that a one-shift opera- 
tion with three block machines would be preferable to a 
two-shift operation with the two machines they had at 
the time. When they purchased the third machine, they 
installed an additional set of overhead bins and a double 
traveling weigh batcher. Using assembly line techniques 
and keeping production on a one-shift basis has meant 
better control and standardization of quality than is 
possible with two shifts. 


<< Texcrete’s Research Lab 
@ Rudolph C. Valore, head of Tex- 
crete's four-man research staff, shows 
open house guests through the com- 
pany's central laboratory. Handling 
quality control, research, and prod- 
uct development for all Texas In- 
dustries’ plants in Texas, Oklahoma 
and Kansas, it has been called the 
equal of any plant laboratory in the 
industry. Mr. Valore won internation- 
al recognition while with the Nation- 
al Bureau of Standards for his work 
with cement and concrete. The lab- 
oratory houses a chemical section 
equipped with all standard analytical 
facilities, and a physical section 
which includes a small block machine, 
concrete mixer, pilot rotary kiln, 
foam generator, and a small auto- 
clave. 





Cement Supply 


Survey of ready-mix producers indicates 
tight situation for remainder of 1956 


/ \ survey of member firms just completed by the Na- 


tional Ready Mixed Concrete Association indicates that 
in many parts of the country there were serious shortages 
of cement in the first five months of 1956. and that the 
shortage will be more acute and widespread in the re- 
maining months of the year. Over 300 member com- 
panies in 43 states, Alaska, the District of Columbia, and 
Canada supplied information for the survey. 

Of the 309 companies that filled out the association's 
questionnaire, 71 reported that cement supply was in- 
adequate during the first five months of 1956, and 187 
predicted that there would be shortages during at least 
a part of the remaining seven months of the year. Esti- 
mates of the additional cement which the reporting con- 
cerns could use during the year if it were available 
totaled 3,334,000 barrels, representing a loss of approxi- 
mately 2 2/3 million cubic yards of ready-mixed con- 
crete. However, these figures do not represent a full 
picture of the industry's probable production loss, since a 
considerable number of the reporting companies made no 
attempt to estimate how much additional cement they 
could use. 

The survey data indicate that the 1956 cement shortage 
is most acute in the middle western states of Illinois. 
Indiana, lowa, Michigan. Minnesota, Ohio and Wiscon- 
sin. It appears to be least severe in the far west. 

On a regional basis. the New England states (Connecti- 
cut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire. Rhode Island 
and Vermont) experienced no shortage in the first 5 
months of 1956. Of the 13 companies reporting from 
this area, 9 expected a cement shortage in the remaining 
7 months of the year. the most crucal months being July. 
August. September and October. The Middle Atlantic 
states (Delaware. Marvland. New Jersey. New York. 
Pennsylvania and the District of Columbia) experienced 
spot shortages during the first 5 months of the year. Five 
of the 49 companies reporting from this area indicated a 
shortage of cement during the first 5 months and 30 com 
panies expected a shortage in the remaining 7 months of 
the vear. As in the case of New England, the survey data 
indicated that July. August, September and October 
months in the Middle Atlantic area. 

Companies located in the South Atlantic states (Ala- 
bama, Florida, Georgia. Kentucky, Mississippi, North 


Carolina. South Carolina. Tennessee and Virginia) re- 


would be the criti 


ported a somewhat more extensive shortage during the 
first 5 months of the year than was experienced in the 
Middle Atlantic states. Sixteen of the 54 companies re- 
porting from the South Atlantic states experienced a 
shortage in the first 5 months of the year and 27 com- 
panies predicted a shortage in the remaining 7 months. 
The entire period from May through October promised to 
be critical in this area and, in Florida at least, the out- 
look was for a shortage of year-long duration. 
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Ninety-four companies reported from the East North 
Central states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Ohio, West Virginia and Wisconsin. Almost one-third of 
these companies experienced a shortage in the first 5 
months of the year and 85 companies, or more than 90 
per cent, expected a shortage in the remaining 7 months 
of the year. 

Only 5 of the 33 companies reporting from the West 
North Central states (lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota) experienced 
a shortage during the first 5 months, but 16 companies 
expect a shortage in the last 7 months. June through 
October will be the critical period in this area. In the 
South Central states of Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma 
and Texas, 8 of the 19 reporting companies experienced 
a shortage during the first 5 months and 10 companies 
anticipated a shortage during the remaining 7 months. 

Only one company from the Mountain states (Arizona, 
Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and 
Wyoming) reported a shortage during the first 5 months. 
Three companies anticipated a shortage during the re- 
maining months, with the shortage occurring in August, 
September and October. As in the case of the Mountain 
states, the shortage reported by companies from the 
Pacific coast (California, Oregon and Washington) was 
less severe than in other areas of the country. Three of 
the 32 companies from this area experienced a shortage 
in the first 5 months and 5 companies anticipated a short- 
age in the remaining months of the year, with the critical 
period being in July, August. September and October. 

Either (or both) of two reasons for the shortage was 
indicated by more then 90 per cent of the reporting com- 
panies: (1) Inadequate cement production for the area’s 
normal requirements; (2) Stronger than normal demand 
for ready-mixed concrete. Of the 187 companies which 
experienced a cement shortage during the first 5 months 
of the year, or anticipated a shortage during the remain- 
ing months of 1956, 152 companies reported that cement 
production for their area’s normal requirements was in- 
adequate; 71 companies indicated that a stronger than 
normal demand for ready-mixed concrete was a major 
cause of the shortage; 45 companies advised that rail- 
road car shortage is a principal factor. 

For the nation as a whole, the shortage will be most 
acute in August, September and October. Almost 90 
per cent of the companies expecting a shortage during 
the remaining 7 months of the year listed September as 
a ¢ritical month. 

Ninety-two of the 309 reporting companies advised that 
they will find it necessary to purchase out-of-area cement 
this year and 39 companies will buy foreign cement. 
Of the 92 companies who will purchase out-of-area 
cement, 84 companies estimated the total quantity they 
will purchase at 1,928,600 barrels. 
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They Make Safety Pay — 
Both Ways 


\ CCIDENT MONEY is the expense 


that clogs the wheels of industry. 
There are a thousand ways it is spent 

on higher insurance rates, on dam- 
age claims, on equipment repairs, on 
hospital bills, down time, lost man 
hours. Determined not to waste its 
cash, the Hamilton Gravel Company 
of Hamilton, Ohio initiated a sensible 
incentive safety program last April 
that bids fair to reward the employer 
as well as the employee. The com- 
pany, which produces ready mixed 
concrete, has the patience to take a 
long view of the problem and not 
to expect immediate miraculous re- 
sults, and the wisdom to make its 
program flexible so that if necessary 
it can be improved. Perhaps the in- 
dustry could take note of what this 
firm is doing and adopt some of 
these practices to better its position 
in the safety statistics. 


The plan is based 
on quarterly bonuses... 


This puts a positive slant on the 
matter: there are rewards for the em- 
ployee but no punishments. It makes 
the extra alertness it takes to be safe 
worth while. No one ever intends 
to have an accident, but few workers 
will be careless when caution means 
cash. A ten dollar check is made out 
to all ready-mix and dump truck 
drivers, operations engineers, sand 
and gravel truck personnel, ready 
mixed concrete batch employees, and 
garage workers who have had no 
accidents charged to them for the 
previous three months. Making these 
payments four times a year keeps up 
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This carefully thought out program 
borrows from the best of other safety 
plans and adds new twists of its own 


constant interest in safety. It is far 
easier to be careful for three months 
at a time than for twelve. And the 
amount is generous enough to be 
worth working for. 


The bonus check 
is mailed home... 


It is not made a part of the pay 
check. In this way the employee's 
family can see that the company he 
works for appreciates safe practices. 
It also tends to make his wife en- 
courage him to keep up the good 
work. 


In addition to this individual 
payment, there is a general pool 
for safe drivers... 


A large percentage of the accidents 
in the business are accounted for by 
ready mix and dump truck drivers. 
This is not only bad for the trucks 
and truckers; it often creates ill feel- 
ing toward the company. Hamilton 
Gravel deposits $2.50 each quarter 
for every driver employed, and when 
there is a chargeable accident and 
the driver forfeits the money, this 
goes into the pool too. Drivers are 
divided into two teams by drawing 
lots. Members of each team elect a 
team captain for the next six months, 
who becomes a member of the safety 
committee. At the end of the year the 
accident-free drivers on the winning 
team divide the pool on a share 
basis—one share for each consecu- 
tive year of safe driving. This pool 
has four benefits: it gives the drivers 
an overall goal to try for; it makes 
safety, of necessity, a topic of con- 


versation and interest among team- 
mates; the friendly rivalry it gener- 
ates helps keep morale high; and it 
tends to keep turnover low, since 
any man who leaves the company 
before the end of the year loses his 
pool benefits. This last factor — high 
turnover — has come up in every 
serious study of the problem as one 
of the main causes of industrial ac- 
cidents. Men who are induced to stay 
on the job lower the accident figures. 


The safety committee represents 
labor, management, and expert 
opinion... 


Vice-president of operations Roger 
H. Slugg is chairman, and member- 
ship is made up of the two team 
captains, the plant superintendent, 
the head mechanic, and an insurance 
representative. Since the team cap- 
tains are elected for six months, and 
they can’t succeed themselves, even- 
tually every driver will get on the 
committee. They vote by secret ballot 
on every accident question, using the 
rules set down by the National Safety 
Council (with special problems of 
the concrete industry taken into con- 
sideration) to decide which acci- 
dents are chargeable to the man in- 
volved and which are not. An acci- 
dent that is not reported within 16 
hours is considered chargeable, no 
matter who was to blame. 


Safety meetings are 
frequent and voluntary... 

It is the safety committee’s _re- 
sponsibility to plan the company 
meetings held every two months. 


4! 





Sines the feels that only 


when the employees attend of their 


company 
own accord will any good be accom- 
plishe d. it is a challenge to the safety 
committee to make these meetings in- 
teresting nough so that everyone 


W wan 


\W HAT HAVE BEEN the results of 


the program in the first three months 
of its existence? Chairman Roger 
Sluge had this to say: 

“Prior to the inception of the pro- 
gram, the reporting and handling of 
accidents was haphazard. Now we 
can develop a record of the kind of 
accidents we experience, why they 
occurred, and take corrective steps 
to prevent similar accidents. 

“We have a quicker follow-up Sys- 
tem as a result of the program. Both 
the management's attention and the 
participants’ interest is focused on 
an accident soon after it happens. 
We have the opportunity to make an 
investigation and a settlement on the 
damage ac- 


many small 


cidents which seem to plague the 


property 


ready 
cause of our off-the road operations 
Therefore. 


mixed concrete industry be- 


on construction projects. 
we are in a better position to pro- 
mote good will with our customers 
and the general public. 

“The participants in the incentive 
safety program are finding that safety 
pays. Of the 28 employees who were 


eligible to share in the program in 
the first three months of its opera- 
tion, 22 have received the quarterly 
award. Six accidents were found 
chargeable by the safety committee. 
The six men who forfeited the $10 
will no doubt work harder during 
the next three months in order to 
receive this extra income. 

“Many drivers are beginning to 
realize the additional financial bene- 
fits that are available from the divi- 
sion of the general pool at the end 
of the year. On July 1, the pool 
amounted to $167.50, made up of 
$2.50 per quarter per driver, plus 
$60 of forfeited quarterly awards. 
Team A has had three chargeable ac- 
cidents. Team B with two chargeable 
accidents is leading. (The sixth ac- 
cident was by a non-driver.) At this 
time a share in the general pool 
for each of nine eligible members of 
Team B is $18.60. Since it will be 
six months before the pool is divided, 
this share will certainly increase, per- 
haps to $40. As a result, the com- 
petition between the two teams is 
becoming an important factor in the 
program. 

“With absolutely no change in the 
method of solicitation, individual an- 
nual membersips in the Hamilton 
Safety Council paid by employees 
more than doubled in 1956 over 
1955. We think we are becoming 
more safety minded at home and 
school, as well as at work. 


“The personnel of the company 


have openly expressed a realization 
that safety has become a topic of 
conversation among themselves. They 
recognize that they are seeing, hear- 
ing, and talking more about safety 
than before. 

“So far, we do not think the pro- 
gram has reduced the number of 
accidents. Eventually it will. In the 
first three months of the program 
we had sixteen accidents reported 
to and reviewed by the committee. 
Based on personal recollection this 
would appear to be an increase in 
accidents. Actually, we do not think 
so. It represents more complete, 
prompt, and accurate reporting and 
recording. On the other hand, per- 
haps our accident experience may 
have improved. Without the new pro- 
gram we might have had 32 acci- 
dents instead of the 16 we voted on. 
It is impossible to count the accidents 
that don’t happen. 

“In 1956, we hope to develop an 
awareness of the importance of 
working safely. This, in turn, will 
bring about safe work habits and 
attitudes. Then the application of 
safety will take place, which will 
bring substantial reductions in per- 
sonal injuries and property damage 
accidents in our company. We are 
not surprised or disappointed that we 
did not realize a sudden drop in ac- 
cidents. We think that our program 
will do this for us over a period of 
time if we continue to keep it alive 
and active.” 





Can You Pick Out the Fake? 


@ One of the pictures at the left is an actual view in 
the ancient Old City section of Jerusalem — the other 
a movie set built entirely of foam concrete. The ma- 
terial was used instead of plywood, paper-mache, ma- 
sonite or other conventional movie-set materials because 
its porous texture and natural color gave it a strong re- 
semblance to the ancient stonework. The technique was 
worked out in conjunction with the filming of the picture 
"Hill 24 Does Not Answer". The upper picture is a com- 
plete reconstruction of historic Zion Gate in which foam 
concrete was used exclusively. The set was actually site 
poured as a monolithic wall, and the gate and other 
details were then carved out of the easily-worked ma- 
terial with ordinary hand tools. After this set had served 
its purpose, the wall was cut up into blocks and utilized 


for other purposes. 
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Foreign Correspondence 


If you're having trouble with 
prospects throwing away your direct 
mail promotional! letters without so 
much as the courtesy of a reading, 
here’s a gimmick which helped a 
midwestern dealer prevent such 
heresy. He sent his sales messages 
to a friend in Italy, and had them 
stamped and mailed there. The let- 
ters attracted attention, got read, 
and the mailing was more. effective 
than any of his other previous direct 
mail campaigns. It perhaps also 
should be pointed out that another 
excellent way to results 
from direct mail is to turn out an 
effective and compelling direct mail 
piece in the first place. 


For Whom the Bells Toll 


You have a gadget just a few 
feet from your hand that might cut 
your selling costs in half. We mean 
the telephone, of course a much 
maligned, much abused and (some- 
times) a much overlooked instru- 
ment. That might be a little hard to 
believe if you have a couple of teen- 
age children who eat their meals 
by the telephone, but in business it’s 
often literally true. Since building 
materials are adaptable to telephone 
selling, you might profitably invest 
a few minutes time considering the 


produce 


following points: 

It's dangerous to assume your 
product can’t be sold by telephone 
simply because it isn’t usually sold 
that way. 

With product, the 
salesman who uses his telephone 
wisely and effectively an hour or so 
a day will spend more time in the 
presence of his prospects than if he 
used that hour waiting 
rooms. Salesmen who learn how to 
use the telephone will multiply the 
hours they spend each week in face- 
to-face selling. And they'll make 
more sales per call because the pros- 
pect who has agreed to an appoint- 
ment is in a much better frame of 
mind than those who are called on 
cold. 


almost any 


sitting in 


Surveys show companies that sell 
by telephone have low order costs 
on their telephone business — often 
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between 2 and 5 per cent of sales. 
and sometimes less than one per 
cent. For example, a plumbing sup- 
ply wholesaler does a business of 
$3 million a year entirely on collect 
telephone calls, which he encourages 
with direct mail advertising. His 
sales cost is less than 2 per cent, and 
his telephone business is cash, so he 
has no credit losses or collection 
expenses. 

A business machine distributor was 
paying $3.25 each for salesmen’s 
appointments obtained through lo- 
cal direct mail. A girl in the office 
tried following up the mailing with 
a telephone call, got five times as 
many appointments for the salesmen 
as the letters alone ‘had produced, 
and reduced the cost per appoint- 
ment to $1.20. é‘ 

Few companies have really ex- 
ploited the possibilities of the tele- 
phone as a sales tool. Used with in- 
telligence, imagination and under- 
standing, it may help solve some of 
your sales problems. 


Now Picture This..... 


The Westinghouse Electric Cor- 
poration has come up with an idea 
designed to increase the effectiveness 
of attendance by its employees at a 
convention, trade show or industry 
gathering. It could be easily adopted 
by anyone else who wants to take 
home the maximum amount of use- 
ful information to be gleaned from 
such meetings. 

Westinghouse employees carry a 
camera with them when attending 
meetings. They photograph  any- 
thing and everything they want to 
preserve in memory particularly 
slides and charts which capsule per- 
tinent and useful information. When 
they get home, they can look over 
the material they photographed, dis- 
card that which isn’t pertinent and 
maintain a photographic file of in- 
formation which will be useful to 
them. 

Of course this involves some prob- 
lems. Lighting and camera angles 
may be bad, or heads may be in the 
way or a presentation in progress. 
But the picture-taker must remem- 
ber that top quality photography 


isn’t important; only legibility is 
necessary. Westinghouse people have 
found a 35 mm. camera is best, par- 
ticularly because it provides enough 
exposures per roll to minimize film 
changing. 


Light-Up Time ... 


Ever consider the humble match 
book as a place to tell your product 
and sales story? It’s a highly flexible 
medium that can be moulded into 
dozens of ingenious and colorful 
shapes and sizes; or it can be used 
effectively in its traditional shape 
and size by adding eye-catching sales 
promotion or product-use messages 
on both the outside and inside covers. 
One building material dealer has 
used the inside of a match folder 
to print a chart to help the customer 
estimate the amount of materials re- 
quired for a given job, with a pro- 
motion blurb on the outside cover. 
Many dealers are now using match 
books in direct mail promotion. 
(About 5 per cent of all match books 
are now distributed by direct mail.) 
So if you want to light a fire under 
some reluctant customers, why not 
try it with match folder advertising ? 
You may turn up some hot prospects. 


No More Soggy News 


Here’s a new and effective means 
of local advertising that would be 
admirably suited to ready-mix op- 
erators and products producers. It 
was conceived by a Chicago advertis- 
ing man whose pet peeve was pick- 
ing up a sodden mass of wet news- 
paper at his front door every time 
it rained. One day he discovered a 
dry newspaper at his door on a rainy 
day and found the paper boy had 
protected it with an old bread wrap- 
per. The next step was a cinch for 
an advertising man. Why not man- 
ufacture wax wrappers for rainy-day 
delivery of newspapers — and sell 
advertising space on the wrappers? 
Today, over 200 news agencies and 
advertisers subscribe to his service. 

The news agencies don’t have to 
pay for the wrappers; all they have 
to do is promise to have the paper 
boys put them on when a rainy day 
comes along. The advertisers pick 
up the tab, but in return they get 
a sure-fire goodwill gimmick. A com- 
pany can make a lot of friends by 
telling citizens in its locality, “This 
newspaper comes to you DRY today 
through the courtesy of Jones Ready 
Mixed Concrete” — followed by an 
address and phone number. Home 
owners won't forget the name the 
next time they need building ma- 
terials and are wondering who to call. 
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25th bnniveisary 


Combination 
WORKhorse and 


RACEhorse ! 
that’s 


Seldom do you find a piece of machi 
that combines the strength, durability 
and dependability of a WORKhorse with 
the speed and mobility of a RACEhorse. 
But that’s what ready-mix operators 

are saying about the new Rocket “65” — 
a versatile 614 to 7 yard mixer. The 
Rocket is designed and engineered to 
operate for years at maximum efficiency, 
with surprisingly little maintenance. 
Every conceivable ease-of-operation 
feature, plus tremendous strength, 

has been built in. 


After you’ve bought a Rocket, you'll 
agree that it is both the workhorse and 
racehorse of your fleet! 

Also available in 3, 31/2, 4, 41/2, 5, 

514, 6 and 61, yd. models. 


ALL THESE FEATURES aft NO EXTRA COST! 


HYDRAULIC CHUTE CONTROL 


Is fully automatic. 


Controls grouped for easy access. 
ALUMINUM EXTENSION CHUTE 


attaches to 36” fold-over 
addition to main chute. 


Total discharge chute: 12° 6" 
ELECTRIC REVOLUTION COUNTER 
kit included; you can handle most 


specifications with the Rocket! 


POSITIVE CHAIN DRIVE, 

flexible power, not affected 

by truck twist, road shock. 
STANDARD INDUSTRIAL ENGINE, 
truck-type transmission. 

Repair parts readily available. 
THREE-POINT SUSPENSION, 
one-piece cast steel 

precision machined ring. 


SPECIAL ALLOY, abrasion resisting 


steel used at all wear points. 


UNOBSTRUCTED HOPPER, for rapid 


charging, no spilling or waste. 


CONCRETE 
TRANSPORT 
MIXER C0. 


DEMAND THE 
BADGE OF DEPENDABILITY == 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


Gentlemen: Please rush full information, prices and terms 
on the following: 

[_] New Rocket Revolving Drum Truck Mixer ¢ 
|] Hi-Lo Stationary Drum Mixer 

|} Batching Equipment [|] Water Meters 

(] Material Handling Equipment 


Name bein 








Firm 
Address__ ve ae 
City__ State 


4983 FYLER AVE., ST. LOUIS 9, MO. Flanders 2-7800 














CEMENT BRIEFS 


Outlook 


New facilities capable of producing 
46 million additional barrels of 
finished portland cement are being 
built and are scheduled to be com- 
pleted by the end of 1956, according 
to a recently completed study pub- 
lished by the Department of Labor 
and Commerce. The study also found 
that in the past year new facilities 
came into production with 17 million 
barrels capacity, bringing the in- 
dustry’s potential output to 311 mil- 
lion barrels at the start of 1956. The 
expansion program of this industry, 
including recent additions, work now 
underway, and further plans extend- 
ing to the end of 1958, may add 
about 100 million barrels to 1954 
capacity, an increase equal to the 
total increase achieved in the previ- 
ous 30 years. 

Prices 

Cement and ready mixed concrete 
prices have advanced in Milwaukee 
as a result of the Great Lakes tug 
strike and insufficient output to meet 
heavy demand. 

Three cement producers — Lehigh 
Portland, Lone Star and Penn-Dixie 

- increased prices five to ten cents 
a barrel at their mills in the South 
and Midwest, effective July 1. 


New Plants 


The Dragon Cement Company has 
begun deep boring tests for limestone 
in the Berkshires. If the tests prove 
positive, a new $10 million dollar 
plant may be established there. 

Lehigh Portland Cement Company 
will build a cement manufacturing 
plant in Dade County, Florida, at a 
cost of more than $20 million. The 
plant will have an annual capacity of 
2 million barrels. 

Medusa Portland Cement Company 
plans to build a cement plant near 
Wampum, Pennsylvania, at a cost of 
about $12 million. Production ca- 
pacity will be 2.5 million barrels 
annually. 

A $10 million cement plant is to 
be built at Scholle, New Mexico, by 
the Permanente Cement Company, a 
Henry J. Kaiser affiliate. The plant 
will become the state’s first cement 
operation and will have an annual 
capacity of 1.4 million barrels of 
cement. 

Universal Atlas Cement Company 
will construct a $20 million cement 
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plant in Lorain, Ohio, if the city 
council approves rezoning and pre- 
liminary plans. 


Increased Capacity 


Directors of the Consolidated Ce- 
ment Corporation have authorized an 
additional 1.25 million barrels of 
cement producing capacity for the 
company’s Paulding, Ohio, plant 
which is now nearing completion. 
The additional production just 
authorized is scheduled for late 1957, 
bringing the plant’s annual capacity 
to 2.5 million barrels. 

Some recent announcements of ex- 
pansion within the cement industry: 

General Portland Cement Com- 
pany, Chicago, Illinois, plans to 
double the production capacity of its 
plant scheduled for construction near 
Miami, Florida, from 1,250,000 to 
2,500,000 barrels annually. 

Southwestern Portland Cement 
Company has completed a $500,000 
expansion program increasing its 
capacity to 6200 barrels daily. 

Standard Lime and Cement Com- 
pany, Martinsburg, West Virginia, is 
now in operation. The new facilities, 
with an estimated capacity of 1,400,- 
000 barrels annually, will add sub- 
stantially to total production. 

Universal Atlas Cement Company, 
New York, New York, plans to con- 
struct a plant at Lorain, Ohio, subject 
to the approval of the City Council. 


March Production 


Shipments of finished portland 
cement in March 1956, as reported 
to the Bureau of Mines, U. S. De- 
partment of the Interior, totaled 
22,222,000 barrels, a decrease of 2 
per cent from shipments in March 
1955. Apparent consumption, as in- 
dicated by shipments into the vari- 
ous States, was higher in 23 states 
and lower in 25 states and the 
District of Columbia as compared 
to March 1955. Shipments of high- 
early-strength cement, as reported to 
the Bureau of Mines, totaled 915,000 
barrels; shipments of prepared ma- 
sonry cement totaled 1,156,000 bar- 
rels (in barrels of 376 pounds each). 


Foreign 


Cement exports from Japan dur- 
ing 1955 climbed nearly 20 per cent 
to 1,081,000 tons, from 904,000 tons 
in 1954. 

About 280,000 tons of cement 
equal to some 6 per cent of Canadian 
productive capacity will be im- 
ported from Iron Curtain countries 
to relieve the immediate shortage in 
the Canadian construction industry. 
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SAVE MONEY! GET 
NEW GUARANTEE 


Good as new! We, as country’s 
best qualified equipment dis- 
tributor, guarantee it! 2,000 to 
15,000 lb. models with solid or 
pneumatic tires; any size; lift- 
ing height. Clark, Towmotor— 
Moto Lift, Ross and Hyster. 


Write for prices, delivery, 
information. 


MemrusE F 
oureme sr) 


CONSTRUCTION AND AUTOMOTIVE 
EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 


766 SO. THIRD ST. MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 





Backed by over 45 

years of reliable 

service, the QUINN : 

Heavy Duty form is recognized as the 
STANDARD design and the finest concrete 
pipe form everywhere. Used in making pipe 
by vibration, spading or tamping. Sizes for 
pipe from 10” to 120” and larger. Tongue 
and groove (as shown) or bell end pipe in 
any length desired. If your pipe orders 
specify extra large sizes, odd shapes or un- 
usual lengths, there’s a Quinn form made to 
produce the finest pipe at lowest possible cost. 


Also Manufacturers of 
QUINN CONCRETE PIPE MACHINES 


Free CATALOG 


Illustrates our complete line 

of equipment. Contains pages 

of valuable tips for the con- 

crete pipe manufacturer. 

Write today for your free 
S copy and estimates. 


(497 (7; Me 
| Soke}, i: OWA 














F. EBERSTADT & Co. 


July 6, 1956. 





These Notes were placed privately through the undersigned with 
an institution purchasing them for investment. 


$6,250,000 


The Monarch Cement 
Company 


4'2% First Mortgage Notes due 1971 


SHILLINGLAW, BOLGER & Co. 




















MANUFACTURERS’ NOTES 


Reo Line Expanded 


Reo Motors, Inc., Lansing, Michi- 
gan, made public recently the fact 
that it had expanded its line of heavy- 
duty vehicles by 30 new basic models 
within the past year, including a line 
off-highway 
trucks, cab-over-engine tractors and 


of turbodiesels, eight 
several lightweight tandems. The final 
step in this program will be the addi- 
tion of the 200-, 250-and 300-hp 
diesels, the first of which will be in 


the building process within the next 
few months. 

The Reo development program em- 
braced many things beyond the ex- 
pansion of its line, according to John 
C. Tooker, president. A complete re- 
organization of its field sales organ- 
ization, construction and purchase of 
new branches, re-location of several 
others and radical changes in its 
manufacturing process have been but 
a few of the main activities under- 
taken since the company was pur- 


“BIG TIME” ADVANTAGES 


IN THIS 
COMPACT AND 
RELATIVELY 
INEXPENSIVE 


ne wu 


SUPER 
BLOCKMAKER 


Here is an entirely new semi-automatic machine ideally suited for 
SMALL and MEDIUM block plants. 


A SPECIAL air cylinder-powered press head makes possible a 
faster cycle and assures blocks of uniform height and equal density 


regardless of the material used. 


PRICED BELOW any machine of comparable performance, the 
SUPER BLOCKMAKER consistently produces blocks at a rate 
of 5 per minute from any aggregate and has a peak output of 


6 blocks per minute. 


Equal delivery of aggregate to the mold box is effected by agita- 
tion and mold box vibration assures uniform block density. 


A simple push of a button starts cycle during which various 
operations are automatically handled in sequence. 


You'll be surprisingly pleased at the comparative low cost of 


this machine. Write TODAY for illustrate 


circular. 


Jbe KENT MACHINE COMPANY 


CUYAHOGA FALLS, OHIO 
CONCRETE PRODUCTS MACHINERY SINCE 1925 


chased by Bohn Aluminum & Brass 
Corporation late in 1954. 


Sales Agent 


Concrete Trans- 
port Mixer Com- 
pany, St. Louis, 
Missouri, has an- 
nounced the ap- 
pointment' of 
John FE. Branch 
as exclusive sales 
agent for the 
company’s prod- 
ucts in the North 
Texas _ territory. 
In addition to selling a complete line 
of truck mixers, Mr. Branch also will 
provide ready-mix plant operators 
with plans and equipment for con- 
crete plants of all types. 


yo 


J. &. Branch 


Tamms Elects President 


At a meeting of 
the board of di- 
rectors of Tamms 
Industries, _Inc., 
recently, E. E, 
Troyer was elect- 
ed president of 
the corporation. 
Mr. Troyer joined 
Tamms in March 
of 1934, and in 
January 1944 
was made vice president. The board 
also appointed Mrs. Frieda Gerrest- 
son, treasurer and H. P. C. W. Bar- 
ber, secretary. 


E. E. Troyer 


Marquette Shareowners Meeting 


Shareowners attending the 54th 
annual meeting of Marquette Cement 
Manufacturing Company, recently, 
heard president W. A. Wecker hold 
forth prospects for an improved year 
for the company. Increases in pro- 
duction, sales, shipments, earnings, 
and an end to any vestige of short- 
age in cement supply by year-end, 
was the gist of his report at the 
meeting. The report to the share- 
owners disclosed the fact that Mar- 
quette production is expected to show 
an increase of 514 per cent for the 
year compared with last year; and 
that considerably more cement will 
be available in 1957 when the com- 
pany’s new facilities now under con- 
struction at Milwaukee, Cape Gir- 
ardeau and Des Moines will be in 
full production. Mr. Wecker stated 
that Marquette expenditures in 1956. 
for new capacity, as well as for im- 
provements and replacement, will 
total approximately $20,300,000. 
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FOR % CENT 


PER BAG OF CEMENT 


YOU PROFIT 
T E N W AY SI | these are typical comments from users of the 


~ TRAVEL 
SMOOTH TEXTURE | 
LIGHT COLOR 
with 
NR PLASTIC <r | 


Opportunity for manufacturer's commission representatives: 
We are boosting our output of Travel-Batchers—a result of continued 
high construction activity and the great new Federal highway program. 
To handle this increased distribution, we must have additional repre- 
BSE as sentatives in several important markets. Write today about this oppor- 


DARK COLOR im ; 
ROUGH TEXTURE | gee spcarineneeaceg SM 


. | gives you a portable ready-mix 
without plant right at job-site anywhere 
his the highways will take you. You can 
NR PLASTIC take jobs that would ordinarily be 
far out of reach. The Travel-Batcher 
makes one mixer truck at job-site do 
the work of six trucks running to 
and from the plant 


C N x P L A S T | C 2 For contractors: 
% You can set up your own 
, 


ready-mix plant right at the 
job-site, giving you a con 


Gives You All These Advantages tiaweus, qualty-contvrelied 


@ Smoother Finish @ Complete Hydration supply of concrete, botched 
© 20%, Lighter Color @ Reduced Moisture 1 i altima fat 
@ Denser Surfaces Absorption 
@ Sharper Corners @ Fewer Culls Send today for complete 
@ Greater Plasticity in @ Faster Stripping E information on the most 


the Green Unit @ Less Mold Box Wear profitable investment you 
; can make. 





tunity for real earnings. 


Add DRY as it Comes From the Container 
Write for Literature and FREE 3 Lb. Sample 


SS J TRAVEL BATCHER, INC. 
ll 12, 6500 South Holladay Blvd. ° Salt Lake City, Utah 
ABORATORIES Please send complete information on the Travel-Batcher. 


427 W. National Ave., Milwaukee 4, Wis. Name 


PUTT re aed | |) Company Name 





Edick Laboratories, Inc., 427 W. National Ave., Milwaukee 4, Wis. : | Address 


Please Rush Sample of NR PLASTIC 
City Zone State 


Commission sales agent 
Ready-mix plant 


Contractor 
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Assistant Sales Manager 


Louis A. Wehde has joined the 
Four Wheel Drive Auto Company 
staff as assistant sales manager, it has 
been announced by G. F. DeCoursin, 
vice president in charge of sales. 


Bergen Appointments 


D. A. Zupa, sales manager of 
Bergen Machine & Tool Company, 
Inc., Nutley, New Jersey, has an- 
nounced appointments to Bergen’s 


MANUFACTURERS’ NOTES 


field sales staff. Ivan W. Benson, 
Decatur, Georgia, will represent the 
company in the states of Georgia and 
Alabama. “This appointment,” Mr. 
Zupa said, “is in keeping with our 
desire to constantly improve our cus- 
tomer service. We are reducing the 
size of each sales territory. Recently 
Don Bush, who formerly covered sev- 
eral states in the southeast, was as- 
signed to cover only the state of 
Florida. Karl Eggerth, who formerly 
represented the company on the west 
coast, has been assigned to cover the 























NEW ISSUES 


This is not an offer of these Securities for sale. The offer is made only by the Prospectus. 


Lake Ontario Portland Cement Company Limited 


(Incorporated under the laws of Canada) 


$6,497,400 (Canadian) 542% Debentures due June 30, 1971 


232,050 5% Convertible Preferred Shares 
(Cumulative only from July 1, 1958) 
Par Value $10 (Canadian) Per Share 











696,150 Common Shares 
Par Value $1 (Canadian) Per Share 


Offered only in the ratio of $700 (Canadian) principal 
amount of Debentures, 25 Convertible Preferred Shares 
and 75 Common Shares, and integral multiples of such 
principal amount and numbers of shares respectively. 


Price in United States Dollars 


$687.95 Per $700 (Canadian) principal amount Debentures 
(plus accrued interest) 


$10.18 Per Convertible Preferred Share 


$1.02 Per Common Share 


Copies of the Prospectus, as filed under the Companies Act of Canada, will 
be furnished promptly upon request by such of the underwriters, including 
the undersigned, as may lawfully offer these securities in such State, 


Kidder, Peabody & Co. 


Simultaneously with the offering in the United States, as set forth in the Prospectus, 
a portion of the Debentures, Convertible Preferred Shares and Common Shares are 
being offered for sale in Canada by a group of Canadian Underwriters including 


Nesbitt, Thomson and Company, Limited 


June 28, 1956. 























states of North and South Carolina 
and a portion of the southwest.” 


Giant Kiln Installed 


A fifth kiln now in operation will 
add 1,000,000 barrels of cement to 
the annual production of the Cala- 
veras Cement Company plant at San 
Andreas, California. The kiln and its 
related equipment boosts productive 
capacity of the Calaveras plant to 
more than 4,500,000 barrels of ce- 
ment per year, making it one of the 
largest cement plants in the United 
States. 


Sales Engineer 


The appointment 
of James E. Poy- 
thress as sales 
engineer’ for 
Form-Crete _ pre- 
stressed concrete 
forms in the 
Northeastern sec- 
tion of the United 
States has been 
announced by 
the Florida Di- 
vision of the Food Machinery and 
Chemical Corporation in Lakeland, 
Florida. Mr. Poythress has a back- 
ground of long and varied experience 
in the construction and engineering 
fields. 


4. E. Poythress 


District Representative 


The Heltzel Steel 
Form and_ Iron 
Company of 
Warren, Ohio, 
has announced 
the appointment 
of Kenneth Simp- 
son as district 
representative for 
its company and 
The Flexible 
Road Joint Ma- 
chine Company in eleven western 
states. He was formerly employed by 
The Noble Company. 


Power Steering 


Every model in the Towmotor line 
of fork lift trucks of 6000-pound ca- 
pacity and over can now be equipped 
with newly-improved power steering, 
during assembly or at any time after 
delivery, according to the manufac- 
turer. Towmotor Corporation, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. No special equipment is 
required to make the change from 
manual to power steering on any 
model. 
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IT’S Dun O-wal. 
Backbone of Steel 
for EVERY Masonry Wall 


Firesatfe 


AS WELL AS... fo Bae 


chitects and iders every- 
RUNNING where. Supply this demand. 


* Lightweight * Durable 
* Sound-Absorbing * Attractive 


* Strong * Nailable 


QUALITY 
High tensile deformed steel 
side rods and butt-welded, 
trussed design cross rod com- 
bine to make Dur-O-wal oan 
all-working steel reinforcing 
assembly. 


* Of High Thermal * An Excellent 
Insulation Value Plaster Bond 


CELOCRETE 


LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATE 


PROFIT 

Dur-O-woal is a fast - 
No wonder Celocrete Lightweight Aggregate is g Easy to “stock, easy to ‘el 
being used by more and more leading builders and i BONDED aoe on. selenite 


manufacturers of concrete products. Its big construc- 


tion advantages and economies make Celocrete the 
preferred aggregate for masonry units, pre-cast build- 
ing panels, soffit tile, monolithic floors and roof fill, 
and many other uses. 

Celocrete Lightweight Aggregate is made from 
expanded slag by a process licensed only by the 
Celotex Corporation. This exclusive method honey- 
combs every particle of Celocrete aggregate witl 
tiny air cells—resulting in lightweight plus bwilt-in 


Nationally advertised, Dur-O-wal is a quality 
brand name, recognized at once by architects 
and builders alike. Nation-wide distribution 
of plents and jobbers guarantees prompt deli- 
veries and low ht rates. For the name of 
your Dur-O-wal fe r, phone, wire or write 
today to Dept. 7P. 


Trussed Design 
Butt Weld © Deformed Rods 


insulation and sound-absorption value. For complete 
information write The Celotex Corporation, 120 S. 
LaSalle Street, Chicago 3, Illinois. 


Dun-O-waL 





Another Famous CELOTEX Product 


‘5 =< ——- 
* \ 2 
x awe - 


ae. Ss ee Jur-O-wal Prod. of Ala., Inc., Box 5446, 


LIG HTWE IG HT AGGREGATE ?rod., Inc., 4500 E. Lombard St DBALTIMORE. MO | Dur-O-woal Div., Frontier Mfg. 
The Celotex Corporation, 120 S. LaSalle Street, Chicago 3, Illinois 70., Box «9, TIC Our-O-weol, Inc., 165 Utoh s:. JERI 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 





Lots of Cinders 
Sir: 

With reference to your article on 
April issue, headed “Cinder 
Shortage Rates Headline”, I would 
like to remind your readers that four 
years ago, I told a group of block 
manufacturers at the National Con- 
crete Masonry Association’s conven- 
tion in Cleveland that they could 
rely on us to take care of their cinder 
requirements (that is, those located 
in the Eastern States) for years to 
come. 


page 9, 


1 am happy to state that we have 
lived up to that promise and further 
state that we are in an excellent posi- 
tion to continue serving the block in- 
dustry for many more years to come. 


V. B. 


More About Foam 


Sir: 

I would like to add some informa- 
tion to that presented in your April 
1956 issue in the article entitled “Use 
of Foam in Concrete” by John L. 
Hanhold. 

As you know, the hydration of 
portland cement is an “exothermic” 
or “heat releasing” reaction. That is, 
as cement hydrates heat is given off 
and the temperature of the concrete 
rises. 

A concrete mix containing an ap- 
preciable volume of air should react 
to this increase in concrete tempera- 
ture so as to satisfy Boyle’s Law; 
that is, the volume of a gas increases 
as the temperature increases. There- 
fore, we would expect to see a slight 
expansion of the foam concrete as 
hydration progresses. 

Mr. Hanhold’s statement, “there 
is no expansion in the forms or 
molds after the mix is placed” in- 
dicates that foam concretes might 
actually suffer a loss of volume with 
time, and in sufficient quantity as to 
compensate for the expected expan- 
sion. One possible method would in- 
volve the release of foam air at the 
exposed top surface. Foam _break- 
down would also tend to release water 
for subsequent drainage loss. 

He also states “these foams are not 
affected by normal temperature 
variations. . .”” I believe Mr. Hanhold 
will be among the first to admit that 
foams are extremely sensitive to tem- 
perature variations and will become 
much less stable volumetrically with 


50 


increases in temperature over 70 de- 
grees F. He shows cognizance of this 
effect in the next paragraph by stat- 
ing that expensive and hard-to-get 
high early cement is preferred to 
regular portland. This recommenda- 
tion clearly demonstrates the great 
need for developing sufficient 
strength in the cement matrix before 
foam collapse. 

The shrinkage cracking in moist- 
cured foam concrete that Mr. Han- 
hold refers to on page 34 is a real 
effect. Fresh foam concretes exhibit 
this cracking primarily due to dif- 
ferentials in the degree of shrinkage 
exhibited at the exposed surface 
(high shrinkage) and in the depth 
of the pour itself (low shrinkage). 
This is especially apparent in the 
field installation of flat decks during 
hot, dry summer conditions, where 
very bad cracks can develop before 
the application of the top surface. 

A word of caution concerning 
foam-sand mixes; a high ‘air-volume 
to sand-volume ratio can result in a 
concrete with very bad aggregate 
stratification problems. That is, the 
resultant concrete could have high 
sand content, high density and high 
strength at the bottom of the slab, 
and low sand content, low density 
and low strength at the upper or ex- 
posed surface of the slab. 

To my knowledge, there is no foam 
available that is sufficiently stable to 
do all the things the many promoters 
of such compounds say they can do. 

I agree with Hr. Hanhold when he 
says, “In order to prevent the misuse 
of foam concrete, the applicator must 
be familiar with the limitations as 
well as the capabilities of the particu- 
lar foaming system he is using.” 

These limitations are real and 
critical; to ignore them can mean 
job failures and harm to the entire 
concrete industry. 


M. S. 


Correction 


Sir: 

Upon receipt of your letter of 
June 15 and the advice contained 
therein, we proceeded to look into 
the case of Simmons v. Rhodes & 
Jamieson and found that the decision 
referred to in the article published 
in your March 1956 issue of Con- 
crete was a_ reversal by a District 
Court of Appeals of the dismissal of 
the plaintiff's case at the close of the 


taking of any evidence by the de- 
fendant. In other words, the trial 
court granted a nonsuit at the close 
of the plaintiff's case. It is unfortu- 
nate that your article did not reveal 
the fact that the Court of Appeals did 
not render a decision on the merits 
of the case, but simply ruled that it 
had not been properly tried in the 
lower court. 

As a matter of fact, the quotation 
in your article is somewhat inac- 
curate because it omits in each of the 
last three sentences a reference to the 
nonsuit. With the omitted words in 
parenthesis, these sentences should 
read as follows: 

We, therefore, hold that (for the pur- 

poses of nonsuit) there was an implied 

warranty that the cement was reason- 


ably safe for the purpose of laying a . 
concrete floor 


(For the purpose of a nonsuit) there 
can be no doubt that the evidence 
shows that the cement caused the 
burns 


Thus, (for the purpose of defeating a 

nonsuit), there was ample evidence for 

the breach of the warranty of fitness. 

Furthermore, the decision of the 
Court of Appeals was subsequently 
reversed by the Supreme Court of 
California, 293 P 2d, at page 26, the 
court holding that the nonsuit was 
properly granted by the trial court. 

I trust that you will run an article 
on the final outcome of this case to 
advise your readers that, in the final 
analysis, the California court held 
that a ready-mix operator was not 
liable for burns experienced by a 
man in leveling off a freshly poured 
concrete floor with his knees and legs 
in contact with the wet material for 
five hours. 


—J. F. M. 


Prestressed Bridge 
To Save 20 Per Cent 


The City of Philadelphia has ree- 
»mmended that contracts be awarded 
for a new prestressed concrete bridge 
to be know as the Gorgas Lane 
Bridge. With an eye toward the very 
successful Walnut Lane job and the 
increased acceptance and use of pre- 
stressed concrete design, the City of 
Philadelphia elected to provide for 
alternates in its contract specifica- 
tions for the Gorgas Lane Bridge so 
that contractors could substitute an 
alternate design provided an equiva- 
lent structure was furnished. With 
the use of a prestressed concrete de- 
sign a 20 per cent cost saving is ex- 
pected to be realized over steel de- 


. 7, . . “ . 
plaintiff's evidence and without the &#) sign. 
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ModelH No.55 


‘MORE PROFITABLE 
IN PRODUCTION 


... the NEW OSWALT 
BLOCK MACHINE 


“It's way out in front," according to actual 
field reports from recent installations. New 
high records in production and consistently low 
costs without sacrifice of quality ... are the 
result of the Oswalt features all combined in 
this modern block machine. 


Improved Vibration and Production 
Speed-up 


Shock-Free Ejector and Front-end Pallet 
Feeder 


New Simplified Height and Density Con- 
trol 
This shows the type of installa- 
tion at Cement Block Indus- 
tr trength an tability with Smooth 
tries, Miami, Florida Write for new Brochure wr "g Oe + d Stability Smo: . 
of Oswalt Block Machine elaxe peration 


OSWALT ENGINEERING SERVICE CORP. 


1335 Circle Avenue, Forest Park, Ill. Phones: EStebrook 8-4664 (Chicago) — FOrest 6-2798 (Suburban) 








‘IN THE NATION'S INDUSTRY.... 


e 
READY MIX % woot 
a CONCRETE = * FINISHINGS 
DAIRY 


*. PROCESSING 


* 
3 _LauNory 


INSTITUTIONS 


*— | 
¥* G 
——____ TANNING "$9 
4 * 


. 


CONCRETE—August, 1956 





EQUIPMENT & MATERIALS 











Payroll Tax Computer 


ICTURED here is a simplified payroll tax com- 

puter for fast, accurate calculations of F.I.C.A. and 
Federal Withholding Tax deductions. The simple drum- 
type computer figures Federal payroll tax deductions for 
any pay period, wage payment and number of depend- 
ents. The Calculer-D is available with a choice of any 
one of several drum-charts for daily, weekly, bi- 
weekly, semi-monthly or monthly payrolls. Only 9 inches 
long and 4 inches high, the reading window is adjust- 
able to the eye level at which the operator wishes to 
work. Ayres Corporation, Box 1081, Wilmington, Cali- 


fornia. 





Block Facing 
NEW facing for concrete block, called Vitricon, is 


sprayed on the block face, the cold-glazed cement 
mixture becoming an integral part of the block with- 
out bonding, baking, or pressure casting. It can be 
either factory-applied to block, or site-applied to wall 
by skilled applicators. Vitricon’s physical properties 
are approximately equal to high-strength cement; it is 
hard and glossy-surfaced and impervious to most chem- 
icals. Color combinations are limitless. Block manufac- 
turers are currently being franchised to produce factory- 
glazed Vitricon surfaced block. Vitricon, Inc., Long 


Island City, New York. 





Mobile Radiophone 


MOBILE two-way radio rated at 100 watts trans- 

mitter power output on any channel in the 25-54 
megacycle frequency band has been announced. The 
unit incorporates a dynamotor-vibrator power supply 
which, at a power intake equivalent to conventional 60- 
watt mobile radios, provides full rated transmitter out- 
put. The transmitter is capable of up to 4-channel op- 
eration and models are available for both standard and 
split channel operation. Motorola Communications and 
Electronics, Inc., 4501 W. Augusta Blvd., Chicago 51, 
Illinois. 





Recording Thermometer 


r HIS new recording maximum-minimum thermom- 

eter measures the ambient temperature and records 
both the lowest and the highest values over any given 
period of time. It features a replaceable paper chart 
on which a permanent record of the temperature excur- 
sion is recorded. It comes in two ranges; minus 50 to 
250 degrees F or minus 50 to 100 degrees C. The Pa- 
cific Transducer Corporation, 11836 West Pico Boule- 
vard, Los Angeles 64, California. 
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the best way 
to make a light weight 
structural concrete 


Elastizell-type light weight insulating concrete is 
here used as an integral pour for both beam and 
topping in a soffit tile concrete masonry roof. This 
roof is over steam curing kilns in a concrete 
block plant 


ADVANTAGES: 


@ less heat loss through roof, thus reduced block 
curing cost 


less moisture penetration, thus longer roof life 


greatly reduced initial kiln installatien cost, due 
to far less complex roof construction 


uniform flow around steel, without vibration, for 
continuous bond 


reduced maintenance cost 


reduced dead load 


AMONG OTHER USE F ELASTIZELL-TYPE 
CONCRETE: dry, self-ir 


light weight, easy-to-handie floor fills in multi- 


ulating slab-on-grade 
Storied construction light weight structural 


members insulation for underground pipe 


lines precast slabs and panel 


DRY | WARM 


While, wire 
or | i 
ELASTIZELL corporation of AMERICA 


815 WEST MILLER STREET © ALPENA, MICHIGAN 
PHONE 1080 
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NEW LITERATURE 


MoistuRE-ProorinG—The_ charac- 
teristics and applications of Losorb, 
an additive for moisture-proofing 
concrete and cement materials, is de- 
scribed in a new bulletin page. Penn- 
sylvania Industrial Chemical Cor- 
poration, Clairton, Pennsylvania. 


Reinrorcinc—A 4-page brochure 
entitled “Use Wal-Lok, It Bonds Bet- 
ter” describes Wal-Lok for better and 
stronger walls. Adrian Peerless, Inc., 
Adrian, Michigan. 


Forms—A catalog outlines the 
time and labor saving applications, 
uses and features of Atlas Compo 
forms for concrete constructions. 
Irvington Form and Tank Corpora- 
tion, 20 Vesey Street, New York, 
New York. 


V-Be_ts—V-Belt Trouble Savers 
No. 2 and No. 3, part of a series of 
5 self-mailers, are intended to help 
users of V-belt drives diagnose many 
of the common causes »f trouble in 
their drives. Mailer No. 2 explores 
the subject of V-belt drives using the 
Worthington QD Sheave and points 
out how to select proper drives; in- 
cluding rules on how to keep them 
in tip-top shape; adjust belts; and 
check motor and driven shaft for 
alignment. Mailer No. 3 illustrates 
symptoms of V-belt failure and gives 
diagnosis and cures for all kinds of 
V-belt troubles. Also available is 
Mailer No 1 which tells how to keep 
V-belt drives maximum 
rpm. Worthington Corporation, Ad- 
vertising & Sales Promotion Depart- 
ment, Harrison, New Jersey. 


delivering 


Fork Lirts—A clearly illustrated 
brochure contains information on 
performance, uses and other data on 
some of the leading make fork lifts. 
Memphis Equipment Company, 766 
S. Third Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 


SyntrRon CatTaLoc—A _ condensed 
catalog, No. 564, contains 50 pages 
of technical data, brief description 
and photographs of vibratory mate- 
rials handling equipment. Syntron 
Company, 324 Lexington Avenue, 
Homer City, Pennsylvania. 


Batter BLock—A 4-page_bro- 
chure explains fully the story of a new 
way of making batter block for use 
in the construction of catch 
and manholes. Besser Company, 


Alpena, Michigan. 


basins 
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When you put Cleveland form vibra- 
tors on the job. 
© adjustable vibration force 


© quick-connect portable mounting 
brackets 


® easy to maintain, only one moving 
part 


© wide range of sizes, air or electric 


Write today for a complete catalog 
and price list. 


Air or Electric 
Portable or Permanent 


Silent or Standard 





*CLEVELAND 


VIBRATOR 


COMPANY 


2708 Clinton Ave. ®@ Cleveland 13, Ohio 
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BOOK REVIEWS 





Darex Diary 


No. 12 of a series . J 

A cay desea | THE ULTIMATE LOAD THEORY 

hae sce! Sapam | APPLIED TO THE DESIGN OF RE- 

Member, American Concrete Institute | INFORCED AND PRESTRESSED 

Manager, Construction Products Bre ep ae a es 

Dewey & Almy Chemical Company CONCRETE FRAMES. By Py ery 

Cambridge, Mass. A, L. tis Baker, Dz Se., MALL, 

Concrete Publications Limited, 14 

| Dartmouth Street, Westminster, SW. 
*** Proportioning of Air-Entrained Concrete | 1, London, England, $4.00. 

*** Dispensing DAREX AEA 

*** Measuring Air Content 








This book is probably the first 
work published in the English lan- 
| yer I have touched on them cement. To assure proper control, I guage on design procedure according 

briefly in previous issues of the certainly recommend proper dispen- to the ultimate-load method. It dis- 
Danrex Diary, | believe that the three sing apparatus. cusses the probability of failure and 
features | want to discuss in this For stationary plants and paving its effects, and describes how a suit- 
issue are sufficiently important to mixers several dependable dispensers able factor of safety can be decided 
justify mentioning them again. are available. They are manufactured upon. The conception of _ plastic 

These features are: (1) adjustment by our own Darex AEA distributors: hinges, which permit full use to be 
of a concrete mix for airentrainment, J-W Materials, Inc. of Napoleon, made of the economies that are pos- 
(2) dispensing of Darex AEA into Qhio; E. W. Zimmerman of chicago, sible bv the ultimate-load method of 
the concrete mix, and (3) tests to Illinois: and the C. R. Watts Com- design, is fully described. 
determine the volume of air that has _ pany of Seattle, Washington. 
oy ce ae INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH LABOR. 

| pa arte: (bs , ATORIES OF THE UNITED 

The proportioning of a given con- The control testing of air-entrained | STATES. National Academy of Sci- 
crete mixture to allow for airentrain- concrete differs from plain concrete ences, Matienel Die Cattell 
ment is relatively simple. In most in only one respect. That is, the new 2101 Constitution Avenue, Washing. 
cases, two principal elements must _ ingredient, air, should be controlled ton 25, D.C., 560 pages, $10.00. 
be taken care of: (1) reduce the with the same philosophy we apply 
amount of mixing water per cubic to such properties as slump, work- 
yard of concrete to compensate for ability, unit weight, etc. Simple tests 
the increased consistency that the can determine precisely the amount 
entrained air causes, and (2) reduce of air in the concrete. The most 
the amount of sand and/or coarse popular technique today is the pres- 
aggregate in the concrete to compen- sure method—by compressing the 
sate for the bulking effect of the air entrained air, the only compressibie 
that is entrained. ingredient in the concrete. This test 

In this approach the cement factor takes only a few minutes and is well 
should remain the same in the air- worth the time to assure full benefits 
entrained mix as it was in the plain from air entrainment. Two very de- hey are engaged. It ; 
mix and generally the slump must pendable apparatus for this purpose | aid in finding individual laboratories 
also be the same. Until the propor- are the Acme Air Meter (E. W. or subsidiaries of large companies, 
tions can be accurately computed, a Zimmerman) and the Press-Ur-Meter | an effort has been made to report 
good rule of thumb is to reduce the (Charles R. Watts Co.). the entire structure of an organiza- 
water content by about 30 pounds If lightweight concrete is involved, tion under its parent company’s name 
(3% gallons) per cubic yard and to _ particularly with porous aggregate it with extensive cross-references to 
reduce the sand content by about 100 __ is well to use an apparatus known as | component units, subsidiaries, and 
pounds per cubic yard. This will the Roll-A-Meter (Charles R. Watts laboratories. 
adjust the cement content for about Co.), which determines the air con- 

4% air. tent by displacement of the air with | FIVE-MINUTE SAFETY TALKS 

Since an air entraining agent is a water instead of by pressure. FOR FOREMEN. By Roland Blake, 
cost item, its introduction into the Lacking an air meter, an alternate National Safety Council, 425 N. 
concrete mix merits considerable care — means to determine the air content Michigan Avenue, Chicago 11, Illi- 
and precision. Inaccurate dispensing is the ASTM gravimetric method nois, 104 pages, $3.40. 
can result in too much or too little C-138-44. The test involves a com- 
air. Remember that under ordinary parison of the unit weight of the 
circumstances we are adding only a_air-entrained concrete with the unit 
small amount of fluid per bag of weight of the same concrete air-free. 


This book includes information on 
834 laboratories of 4,060 companies 
gathered during the first half of 1955. 
The entry for each organization re- 
ported shows the names and locations 
of its laboratories, its principal re- 
search executives, the number of pro- 
fessional, technical, and administra- 
tive employees in each laboratory as 
well as the kinds of research in which 
they are engaged. In addition, as an 


Especially useful to foremen and 
supervisors, these 52 five-minute talks 
provide ready-to-use outline and text 

| for informal safety pep talks or 

| scheduled training sessions. The talks 

include material on general topics 
DEWEY AND ALMY such as attitudes, lifting and first aid, 
| as well as information on specific 


CHEMICAL COMPANY 


eollliniee: @ Guiana Se. problems including the use of powder 


actuated hand tools, masonry chip- 
ping, caustic chemicals, explosive 
dusts, flammable liquids, drills, saws 
and electricity. 
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Cambridge 40, Massachusetts; San Leandro, California; Montreal 32, Canada 
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EQUIPMENT & MATERIALS 


Darex 


Fork Lift Truck 
ma Be products at work 











ITH a lifting capacity of 4000 | 

pounds, this Super 55 is offered with | 
8- and 10-foot tilting mast to accommodate 
different attachments including standard | 
forks in four lengths, concrete block fork, 
14-yard hydraulic scoop bucket and dozer | 
blade. Six forward speeds provide a range | 
of from 11% to 14144 mph. The unit is | 
available with either a gasoline or diesel 
engine. Oliver Corporation, 400 W. Madi- 
son Street, Chicago, Illinois. 





Air Exhaust Muffler 


HE Atomuffler, a pneumatic muffler 

for air-operated equipment, features a 
new 4-port deflector which, combined with 
an internal acoustical resonator, gives uni- 
form air dispersement with more effective 
impingement, resulting in better noise can- 
cellation and improved air flow. The unit 
is available in sizes from 1% inch to 2 
inches N.P.T. Allied Witan Company, Inc., 
P.O. Box 2770, Dept. 1-5, Cleveland, Ohio. 


DAREX AEA 
goes underwater 
to untangle 
traffic knots 


Problem: how to untangle traffic knots 
in crowded Baltimore and hustle the heavy 
through-traffic across town? 
Engineers saw a dramatic solution. They’re 
slicing straight across, deep under the 
Patapsco River, with twin tubes, each 32 
feet in diameter and 6300 feet long. A 
project of the Maryland State Roads 
Commission, the tunnel will be largest 
of its type in the world; only the most 
durable materials will serve. 
Contractors Merritt-Chapman & Scott 
are using Darex AEA as the air-entrain- 





Magnetic Off-Bearer 


HE manufacturer of this new-design 
magnetic off-bearer guarantees that it 
has sufficient power to make the dirtiest 


ing agent, adding it to the more than 
250,000 cubic yards of concrete that help 
strengthen the tube’s steel shell. Within 


the tube a two-foot layer of Darex air- 
entrained concrete adds permanent 
strength. Outside, a two and one-half- 
inch concrete coating protects the steel 
from the river waters. 

Beyond improving the finished quality 
of the concrete, Darex AEA is helping 
in easier placement and faster finishing 
on this $30,000,000 project. 

Write today for more information about 


Darex AFA. 


Other Dewey and Almy Products 
for the Concrete Industry 

DARACONE —silicone-type water repellent 
DARALITE—air-entraining agent for use with 
lightweight aggregates 
DARASEAL—premium quality concrete cur- 
ing compound 

GRINDING AIDS—for use in the manufacture 


of cement 


DEWEY AND ALMY 
CHEMICAL COMPANY 
Olvision OF W. R. Grace 4 Co. 


Cambridge 40, Massachusetts 


San Leandro, California 
Montreal 32, Canada 


pallet jump from the curing rack. The 
open-type construction allows particles of 
concrete to drop through the off-bearer, in- 
stead of accumulating on the top surface. 
Bergen Machine & Tool Company, Frank- 
lin Avenue, Nutley 10, New Jersey. 





Lightweight Vibrator 


HIS new vibrator, model BGW, has a 

2-hp., 4-cycle air-cooled gasoline en- 
gine and runs at speeds of from 6,000 to 9,,- 
300 vibrations per minute. Its newly de- 
signed light-weight 15¢-inch vibrator 
head weighs only 5 pounds 7 ounces. The 
head has a hardened steel removable tip, 
which means the tip can be replaced after 
longewear without having to replace the 
compléte’ head. The %¢-inch shafting is 
extremely flexible and available in 
lengths of 7, 14 or 21 feet. For additional 
information write Stow Manufacturing 
Company, 443 State Street, Binghamton, 


New York. 


is 


gl 
gl 
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EQUIPMENT & MATERIALS 


odson’s 
igest 


Overload Warning Signal 


HE latest attachment for Lamson Mo- 
Larry Dean gets a tip on bilift sit-down industrial trucks is an 
summer concreting overload warning signal. The purpose of 
3 the new attachment is to warn the driver, 
either by a signal light or bell, that the 
Larry Dean wildly waving me over to load he has just picked up is in excess of 
his table. Larry is a paving contractor, . the safe operating capacity of his truck. 
and he was working on a highway Ses. : = The signal will also warn the driver when 
job nearby. a ' his load has shifted to a dangerous posi- 
“So you're still trying to lick the aren condi ot as tion. Lamson Mobilift Corporation, Syra- 
national highway program single- “a : cuse 1, New York. 
handed!” I greeted him. “How’s it G 4 
coming?” 


Walked into the local beanery for 
lunch the other day, and I spotted 


“Lousy, thank you,” Larry replied 
sadly. “It’s this crazy weather we're 
having this summer . . . one day it’s 
cold, and the next day the thermom- All-Purpose Tractor 
eter bursts. On top of that, it seems 
like it’s raining half the time. And you FEXHE M-H-F Work Bull Model 202 all- 
know how concrete acts up in weather ji purpose tractor can mount any of 20 
like that! attachments. It features a low silhouette for 

“You sound like a man who’s not exceptional over-the-hood visibility and is 
using Calcium Chloride in his mix,” capable of road speeds up to 15 mph. Ree- 
I observed. “Am I right? ommended bucket loader capacities range 

“Well, yes,” he admitted, “but it’s from 9 to 11 cubic feet. while the fork 
not really cold enough . . .” lift attachment has a capacity of 2,000 

“Not cold enough!” I broke in. “Did pounds. Massey-Harris-Ferguson,  Inc., 
you know that, even at 70 degrees, Quality Avenue. Racine. Wisconsin. 
Calcium Chloride increases the strength ; 
of concrete 145 per cent in 24 hours? 
What’s more, you'll get better work- 
ability at any temperature. Besides...” 

“There’s only one thing wrong,” Suspension Discs 
Larry protested, still not convinced. 

“I figured my bid pretty close on this HE diagram shows how anti-bridging 
job, and I didn’t allow any money for suspension discs are arranged in Day 
Calcium Chloride.” bolted bins to eliminate product bridging. 

“Don’t let that stop you,” I assured The bin hopper design also assists in the 
him. “After you see w hat Calcium free flow of product. One side of the hop- 
Chloride will save you in time and per is nearly perpendicular to the dis- 
labor costs, you'll be money ahead. charge while the other plane is a cone, 

Larry gulped down his coffee and pitched to best accommodate the material 
started for the door. “Se long, Dod! being handled. The Day Company, 810 


ne yelled over his shoukier. Got to Third Avenue NE., Minneapolis 13, Min- 
hurry if I'm going to try this Calcium 


Chloride idea this afternoon.” 








nesota. 


4 few minutes later, our waitress 
came over. “Here’s the check, Mr. 
Dodson,” she said. “On his way out, 
Mr. Dean told me I should give it to 
you, because you were giving out good 
tips today.” -_L. D. Dopson 
P.$.—Wyandotte Calcium Chloride is now Hopper Scale 


available in convenient, economical pellet oo ie ; 
form. You can find out all about it in our UMULATIVE weighing from a series 
new booklet, “Pellets a new form of of feeders or from a single hopper is 
Wyendette Calcium Ciloride. Witte me possible with this automatic suspension- 
for your free copy. Wyandotte Chemicals . 
Offices type hopper scale. It can be had with 
: air-operated discharge gates or a manually- 
operated handwheel. The scale is available 


> in seven models, ranging in size from 33 

Waandotte , to 200 cubic feet, with capacities up to 
Wy 6000 pounds. Richardson Scale Company, 

CHEMICALS * Van Houten Avenue, Clifton, New Jersey. 


MICHIGAN ALKALI DIVISION 
HEADQUARTERS FOR CALCIUM CHLORIDE 
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Corporation, Wyandotte, Michigan 
in principal cities 








AURAND 


CLEANING TOOLS 
ELECTRIC OR PNEUMATIC MODELS 


Surfaces are cleaned quickly with 
AURAND on the job. Hardened 
steel cutters zip away stubborn 
accumulations from iron, steel, 
brick, concrete. Adjustable depth 
shoe protects surface ...assures Write 
uniform cleaning. No special skill D 15 
* required. Renewable cutter heads. : “ept. 
Two sizes in both electric and pneu- for 
matic models. Lightweight. complete 


AURAND MFG. & EQUIPMENT CO. 4.51. 
<2 1210 Ellis St., Cincinnati 23, Ohio 


“The best book on 
BLOCK MAKING 
ever published 





WILLIAM GRANT’S 
MANUFACTURE 
OF CONCRETE MASONRY UNITS 


Thousands of concrete block producers have put the ideas 
in this book to highly profitable use. In many plants it has 
become a virtual “production manual” and is referred to 
constantly to help solve operating problems, “Let’s see 
what Grant says about this” has become a familiar phrase 
among block men. 

There are 19 sections in the book, profusely illustrated, 
covering every phase of concrete block production, includ- 
ing aggregates, grading and proportioning, mixing and 
processing, kiln construction, curing, specifications and 
testing, steam boilers and their care, fuels and combustion, 
etc, 


The only book of its kind on the sub- 
ject, it is a “must” for every block 
ad producer who wants the very latest 


information on his work. Ideal for 
training new employes, the perfect 
refresher course for the old hand. 
Your copy or copies will be mailed the same day we 
receive your order and check. 


CONCRETE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


400 W. Madison Street Chicago 6, Illinois 


POSTPAID 





Precast Lightweight Concrete 
Double Tee Slabs 


Why invest money in concrete beds, 
expensive plant and equipment to 
manufacture pre-stressed double tee 
slabs? You can buy Irvington's Atlas 
Low Cost Cambered Steel Forms and 
precast your slabs with light weight 
concrete. 

With a small investment you are in 
a business with a tremendous market— 
long span precast roof and floor slabs, 
joists, etc. using light weight aggre- 
gate. 

Get the story! 


IRVINGTON FORM & TANK CORPORATION 


20 VESEY STREET 


NEW YORK 7, N. Y 





EDMONT CASE NO. 564: Ordinary plastic gloves used for 
stacking cinder block gave a maximum of 4 shifts’ wear. 
Edmont No. 31 triple-thick palm gloves averaged 10 shifts. 


Outwear ordinary plastic 2'/2 times 








CONCRETE—August, 1956 


No. 31 
triple-thick 
palm 


Edmont 


JOB-FITTED 


GLOVES 


The case above is typical of the ex- 
perience of hundreds of concrete 
products plants with Edmont No. 31 
Monkey-Grip gloves. These job-fitted 
gloves have a (riple-thick palm coat- 
ing of special vinyl plastic that resists 
abrasion and snagging better than any 
other work glove made. Edmont also 
makes non-slip rubber coated gloves 
job-fitted for handling bagged cement. 
Free Test Offer To Listed Firms: 
Tell us your operation and materials 
handled. Without cost, we will send 
you recommended gloves for on-the- 
job testing. 


Edmont Manufacturing Company 
1206 Walnut Street, Coshocton, Ohio 
In Canada write MSA, Toronto 
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Symons Forms Do 
Another Good Turn 
For Ready-Mix 


A freak accident demonstrated the 
ruggedness and strength of Symons 
Forms. A 20-ton ready-mix truck, 
backing up to pour concrete at a house 
under construction, got too close to the 
edge of the excavation, softened by 
rains and toppled over on the Symons 
Forms. The forms supported the loaded 
truck’s full weight. After the removal 
of the truck, the contractor was able 
to straighten the poured walls by re- 
placing the waler and adding two 
braces. The completed wall showed no 
signs of damage. 


INCREASE YOUR BUSINESS 
with SYMONS FORM RENTALS 


Because concrete forming is one of the 
first construction steps, many Ready-Mix 
and Building Material Dealers are renting 
Symons Forms to local contractors. Con- 
tractors find that these strong, easy to erect 
forms save them considerable labor and 
time, and insure safety no matter how fast 
the mix is poured. 

Symons Form Rental bring the Dealer— 
new ready-mix customers, added rental profits, 
repeat sales of hardware and ties, additional 
lumber and plywood sales, increased building 
material sales and customer satisfaction. 


Samples, specifications, actual job photos, 
literature and forms layouts for building 
your own Symons Forms are available upon 
request. However, for guaranteed accuracy 
and low labor cost, we recommend factory 
made forms. Rentals apply on purchase of 
these pre-fab forms 


| SYMONS CLAMP & MFG. CO. l 
4257 Diversey Avenue, Dept. H-6 ] 
Chicago 39, Illinois 


Please send complete information on how | can 
start in the Symons Form Rental business | 





Name 





Firm Nome 


Address 





ee | 


ro--ccnrfre 

















EQUIPMENT & MATERIALS 


Diamond Blade 


HIS carbide bonded, diamond blade 

was especially designed and developed 
for economical and high-speed wet cutting 
of abrasive block. It is said to cut more 
block per blade and also to cut abrasive 
block much faster. Consolidated Diamond 
Tool Corporation, 320 Yonkers Avenue, 
Yonkers, New York. 





Lift Truck 
HE Yale K-51-AT electric lift truck 


has an over-all length of 67 inches to 
the face of the fork carriage. Carrying a 
load, the unit can make from 514 to 6 
miles per hour and can lift at speeds of 
from 25 to 30 feet per minute. The load 
can be safely nested for travel by the 
truck’s 1114-degree backward tilt. The 
Yale & Towne Manufacturing Company, 
Materials Handling Division, 11,000 Roose- 
velt Blvd., Philadelphia 15, Pennsylvania. 








Identification Aids 


HESE individual self-sticking numbers 

and letters are made of all temperature- 
resistant pressure sensitive adhesive. Avail- 
able in six sizes from 1% to 5 inches high, 
they may be had in two colors; black on 
white and black on yellow. W. H. Brady 
Company, 727 West Glendale Avenue, Mil- 
waukee 12, Wisconsin. 





Material Handling Bucket 


ICTURED here is a new %4-cubic 

yard clamshell-type material handling 
bucket for use with the truck-mounted, all 
hydraulic H-5 UHydrocrane. With two 
double acting hydraulic rams forcing the 
bucket bowls closed, the manufacturer 
claims penetration is better and payloads 
are bigger because the bucket digs in with 
its full weight. Bowls of the bucket are in- 
terchangeable with those of the 1-cubic 
yard digging bucket. Bucyrus-Erie Com- 
pany, South Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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this new Erickson is 


AR-TIC-U-LATED 


IT TURNS IN THE MIDDLE— 
TAKES THE CORNERS LIKE A BREEZE 


MODEL P-7A 7,000 Ibs. 
MODEL P-10A_ 10,000 Ibs, 


United by 
a joint 


Erickson has created a revolutionary new idea in 
platform trucks—it’s ARTICULATED—with a joint 
or pivot between platform and drive wheels. Models 
P-7A and P-10A are the units for the new and un- 
usual operations,—autoclaves, for instance—where 
you need utmost maneuverability with heavy duty 
capacity. With the ARTICULATED design, platform 
bed can be made up to 10 or 12 feet and still handle 
heavy, bulky loads with ease. These articulated 
models are in addition to the veteran Erickson P-5 





SAVE THOUSANDS! 





UNUSED 6x6 ARMY TRUCKS 


INTERNATIONAL 
& GMC 21/,-TON 


@ From Government Storage! ©® Factory-New Condition! 


@ Reconditioned trucks ulso 
available! 


® Unused and Guaranteed! 


Why invest in expensive new trucks and equipment needed 
to get the roughest off-road jobs done when you can save 
up to $3,000 on ONE truck alone—and get the job done right! 


Compare our tandem axle trucks with front wheel drive, 
10 forward speeds, overdrive and new mud and snow 
tires with similar equipment elsewhere. See for yourself 
how O of our trucks cost you even LESS than one 
new truck! 


If planning to buy a truck, get in touch with us right 
away. There’s no obligation ... and we deliver on approval! 


and P-7 standard models, and built with the same 


Write for 
rugged durability. 


literature 





For Specifications, Prices, Delivery 
Write, wire or phone COLLECT—JAckson 5-7341 
Milton ¥. Toombs, Jr. 
Sales Manager 


MEMPHIS EQUIPMENT CO. 


Construction and automotive equipment and parts 
766 S. THIRD ST. » MEMPHIS, TENN. 
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ONLY KORPAK HAS 
3-WAY PACKING 


Density determines quality . . . and packing determines den- 
sity. No block machine has such packing thoroughness as the 
Korpak. Why? 


Because the cores, instead of serving only to form the voids, 
are put to work as active densifying agents. Under direct- 
connected motor power, they move back and forth 3600 times 
a minute, with each stroke serving to pack incoming material 
laterally against the mold box sides. 


Lateral packing from around 300 square inches of packing 
area is augmented by the upward pressure, with the amount 
adjusted to fit the kind of aggregate being used. 





of squeeze 
l-man operation .. . hydraulic movements . . . electrical con- 

ls. 21/4 tons of machine self-contained to occupy only 33 
f floor space. 


square feet « 


Korpak machines are available on sale or lease-purchase. 


For QUICK RESULTS 


put your problem in 


CONCRETE’S Classified Ad Section 


Write for descriptive catalog. 


Core-Packing 
Assembly 


xt 


W. E. DUNN MFG. CO 
541 W. 24th St., 
Holland, Mich. 

994 Dundas Highway, 
Cooksville, Ont. 


THE BEST for Buying and Selling 


Equipment, Services and Talents 


CONCRETE—Audgust, 1956 








$10.00 per column inch. Clos- 
ing date for classified advertis- 
ing copy is 15th of preceding 
month. 





—CLASSIFIED ADS— 


FOR SALE 


Stearns Mode! 50 block machine using 5/16 x 18 
— 2 x 18 — 2” plain steel pallets. Complete 
with motors and electrical controls. With air 
operated offbearer. No attachments. 


GUY D. MOODY 
P.O. Box 851 Bristol, Va 


USED MACHINE FOR SALE 


1953 Hydrobloc 3-block, with off-bearing hoist 
and molds for brick and 4, 6, 8, and 12” 
block. In gt ——— condition. For quick sale 
$3,000.00 f . Birmingham, Ala. 


Address Box E-12, care CONCRETE 
400 W. Madison St., Chicago 6, II! 














FOR SALE 


Block plant or equipment only. 1 Kent block- 
make excellent condition; mixer; block racks 
pallets; lift truck; steam boiler; welding outfit 
(almost mew); bucket elevator and conveyor. W.!! 
sell complete or part 


CARL M. MOMM 
RD 2 Washington, N. J 


SITUATION WANTED 


Engineer with 30 years of experience in pre- 
cast concrete including framing, roof and floor 
slabs, wall pane and other products, now em 
ployed, wishe make new connections 


Address: Box E-11, care CONCRETE 
400 W. Madison St., Chicago 6, III 

















FOR SALE 


Gocorp Senior 3 block machine; plain pal- 
tet, with 16° and 18” molds. Extras. Kept 
in good repair. Very reasonable. 

ALBERT J. SMALDONE & SONS 
91 Seratega Ave. South Glen Falls, N. Y. 








WANTED 
Metal forms for 84 inch concrete culverts. 


CHARLES M. FREIDHEIM CO. 
5115 W. 36% St. Minneapolis 16, Minn. 


FOR SALE OR LEASE 


Twe ~£ 9 Joltcretes in excellent condition, 
latest height controls, new mold boxes, 
several thousand clean modular pallets 
code “Disarm” redesigned for 2'/,” end 
webs. Can be seen in operation. Installing 
larger ecuipment. 


KANSAS COAL & MATERIAL CO., INC. 
729 W. Second St. 
Phone: HObart 4-8355 


Wichita, Kansas 


























FOR SALE 
500 YD. CAP. READY 
MIX PLANT COMPLETE 


Consisting of: Blaw-Knox combination aggregate 
cement bin with four 75-tons each aggregate com- 
partments; two 500 bbls. each cement compart- 
ments; 42 yd. cement batcher, dial scales; 42 
yd. 4 materials aggregate batcher, beam scales 
and rotary aggregate distributor with ground con- 
trols. 70-foot 50 T.P.H. cement elevator with 
undertrack screw. One Koehring Model 56-S 2 
cubic yd. mixer. 24 inch conveyor marterials han- 
dling system. Electric motors, controls and drives 
for above plant. Layout drawing on request. Very 
reasonably priced. Contact 


JAMES T. WALL 
P. ©. Box 776 Phone: Alpine 4-3591 


or 
INDUSTRIAL TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 
808 Sixth Avenue, North 
Phone: Alpine 4-750! 
Nashville, Tennessee 





READY MIX TRUCKS 
FOR SALE 


1 Tandem GMC 620 with 6 yd. Jaeger 
mixer; excellent condition; 10:00 tires 
very good. 1 International 6x6 with 41/2 
yd. Jaeger mixer; excellent condition; 
10:00 tires, like new. 1 GMC 6x6 with 
2 yd. Rex mixer; 8:25 tires- good; good 
condition. 1 GMC 6x6 with 2% yd. Rex 
mixer; condition — it runs. Terms Avail- 


able. For brochure and prices write: 


JOHNSON LUMBER & SUPPLY, INC. 
Venice Florida 





FOR SALE 


Stearns Mode| 50-1 with pallet return, magnetic 
offbearer 4, 8, and 12” and flue molds; 28° 
mixer and skip hoist. 1500 %x18x18 pallets and 
50-60 block racks. Gocorp Prince with offbearer, 
4, 8, and 12” and flue molds. Lith-I-Block two- 
block with offbearer and 4, 6, 8, 10, and 12” 
and flue molds. Lith-I-Block two-block with off- 
bearer and 4, 6, 8, and 12” molds. Van-U-Matic 
with molds and offbearer. Sytro-Pac with molds 
and offbearer. 10 hp Westinghouse compressor. 15 
hp Kellogg-American compressor. 18 ft. CG mixer, 
10 hp. 16 ft. Praschak mixer. 21 ft. belt con- 
veyor. 16 ft. belt conveyor. 


MID-ATLANTIC EQUIPMENT RESALE CO. 


P. O. Box 273 Front Royal, Va. 


























SMITHKO 
CEMENT 
COLORS 


® The Standard of Com- 
parison for Nearly Forty 
Years 

e 65 Shades to Choose 
From including Many 
New Colors 


Send For Latest COLOR CARD, 
P Technical Brochure, 
and Quotations. 


SMITH CHEMICAL & COLOR CO. 
53-57 John St., Brooklyn 1, N.Y. 























SWAP — SELL — BUY 


BLOCK MACHINES 
Stearns #7 & 9 tcretes $500.00 each 


Joltcrete ners at this price buy one 


) 150.00 each 

Stearns pper Strippers 250.00 each 
1- 18 ft. Stearns Skip Hois . 450.00 
1—George 28 cu. ft ncrete Mixer 750.00 
1—Continuous Mixer a» 150.00 
2—Air Offbearers Stear 7&9 250.00 each 
2—Hand Lift Truck 175.00 each 
1—Truckman Platform Lift—4000 Ib 

capacity. Excellent Condition 450.00 
100—Racks for cored steel pallets 10.00 each 
100,000 pressed stee! pallets in stock 
Send tracing or sample for quotation 

WRITE @ WIRE @ PHONE 
Mr. McCaughey 


Mold Boxes 


Send in list of equipment you need. If we don’t 
have it in stock, we usually know where we can 
find it at a bargain 


GENERAL ENGINES CO., INC. 
Route 130 Thorofare, N. J. 
Phone: Tilden 5-5400 








USED BLOCK MACHINES 


Stearns Zipper—Jefferson, Wisconsin. 
Kent Blockmaker—Saginaw, Michigan. 
Two-block Van-U-Matic molds, offbearer and 
= plain pallets. $1,500.00—Aberdeen, South 
jakota. 
Two-block Praschak with 4”-8”-10"-12” molds 
and pallets. $1200.00. 
Stearns Clipper wenessing, Pennsylvania. 
Three-biock plain pallet _ machine, reason- 
able—Chatham, ng 
Besser K-12 with mixer, 3000 stee! plain pallet: 
and steel racks $2500.00 complete — non 
Falls, Minnesota. 
Two-block plain pallet Multico complete with 
molds, offbearer, pallets and racks, 00 
down—Mankato, Minnesota. 

No. 9 still operating—Rockford, Iit., 

, Canada. 

Joltcrete No. 7—Quincy, Il!., Two Harbors, Minn. 
Hydro-Korpac—La Porte, Indiana. 
Flemings—Lith-I-Blocks—Columbias. 
I also have on hand quite a supply of cored 
pallets, modular and full size, a few used mixers, 
boilers, conveyors and bucket elevators. Also | 
list a few plants that want partners with a little 
cash and lots of experience. 


MID-WESTERN CONCRETE 
EQUIPMENT CO. 
Mattoon, Illinois 
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E. L. CONWELL & CO. 


Established 1894 
ENGINEERS * CHEMISTS 
INSPECTORS 


Cement, Chemical and Physical Laboratories 
Tests of Cement, Concrete, Sand, 
Steel, Cement Block, Cement Brick. 

Chemical Analyses of All Commercial 
Products. Complete Technical Supervision 
of Central Mixed Concrete Plants. 


2024 ARCH ST. * PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





PLAIN PALLET CLEANING 


We truck ovr machine to your plant and 

supervise entire cl and off 

of pallet residue. No need to shut down 

as we will keep up with production. 
EDWARD A. LOBSTEIN 

5363 Seminole Ave. Detroit 13, Mich. 
Phone: Walnut 2-1135 




















COLORS 
For Cement 
and Concrete 


COLOR YOUR CONCRETE WITH 
LANSCO CEMENT COLORS, avail- 
able in 40 ATTRACTIVE shades. 
Suitable for all types of concrete prod- 
ucts. Write for our new color card, 
copy of “Suggestions For Using Ce- 
ment Colors,” and for free samples 
and price list. 
Manufactured by: 


LANDERS-SEGAL COLOR CO. 


76 Delavan St. . Brooklyn 31, N. Y 





















Pipe 
Concrete 


Forms & 


Vibrotors 





GEORGE W. HOFFMANN CO. 
P.O. BOX 452 SIOUX CITY, IOWA 
and 
THE VIBRAPIPE EXPORT CO. 

50 BROAD ST. NEW YORK, N. Y. 








RAPID-FLO 
ADDITIVE ASSURES 
BETTER CONCRETE 







For manufacturers of concrete prod- 
ucts and ready mixed concrete. Just 
4 ounces of Rapid-Flo required per 
sack of cement. Write today for 
samples - prices. 


LAMBERT CORPORATION 


HOUSTON, TEXAS - ORLANDO, FLA. 
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{ Cable Address: ‘Woodward’ 








awe. 
pre | 
SPLASH-BLOCKS 
STEPPING STONES 
CHIMNEY CAPS 
STEP TREADS 
PARKING CURBS 
LINTELS & SILLS 


WALL CAP 
DISTRIBUTION BOXES 


Special Molds Made To Orderx& 






——s—== IMPORT GRAY 


Cis MEIN? 


Guaranteed to meet ASTM C-150-53 Type 1 Specifications. Also import Clinker Cement 
Phone or Write for Quotations 


1400 SOUTH PENN SQUARE « PHILADELPHIA 2, PA., U.S.A. 
Telephone: LOcust 4-5600 


et a Eo ee eS oe GS em ee eee ee mee ee eee ee ee ee 


PILE UP EXTRA PROFITS WIEPRECAST CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
HERE'S HOW YOU DO IT/ 


FOR A COMPLETE LINE OF STANDARD METAL MOLOS 








INVENTORS AND MACHINE DESIGNERS 


National manufacturer is desirous of obtaining 
manufacturing and sales rights on any equipment 
or improvements used in concrete products plants 
on a royalty or outright purchase basis. Patents 
not essential. Protection guaranteed. 


Address: Box E-4, care CONCRETE 
400 W. Madison St., Chicago 6, Ill. 








PORTLAND*-""""""™ 


Vicherson, 





CS SE eR Pa AE 


Teletype: PH 109 



















“SILENT” 
VIBRATING TABLES 


MOUNTED ON GOODYEAR VIBRO- PADS 





















Unite to: R.L.SPILLMAN CO, 80% S34 STATION 
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Reading for Profit 


AY 


MANUFACTURE OF CONCRETE MASONRY UNITS. By Wil- 
liam Grant. Published 1952. 184 pages, 19 chapters, 20 charts, 
18 tables. Complete operating manual of up-to-the-minute prac- 
tice showing how to produce top quality concrete block at the 
lowest possible cost. Rated by block producers everywhere as the 
best book on the subject ever published. PRICE $4.00 


CONCRETE PRODUCTS AND CAST STONE. By H. L. Childe. 
272 pages, 252 illustrations. Revised 1949. Details the manufac- 
ture of precast concrete, concrete products and cast stone. Full in- 
formation on foamed slag, wood-wool, consolidation by vibration 
and other manufacturing processes and materials. PRICE $3.15 


MOULDS FOR CAST STONE AND PRECAST CONCRETE. By 
F. Burren and G. R. Gregory. 96 pages. Information on wood and 
plaster mold making so prepared that a novice without previous 
experience can make good, inexpensive molds. Large, easy-to-fol- 
low drawings with concise explanatory instructions are based on 
actual molds used by experienced mold makers. PRICE $1.60 


BUILDING ESTIMATOR’S REFERENCE BOOK. By Frank R. 
Walker. The new Twelfth Edition, revised and rewritten. 1,780 
pages containing the latest estimating and cost data on everything 
that goes into building construction from foundation to the finish- 
ing coat of paint. Can be used in any locality, regardless of local 
prices or wage scales. Included free is the new Vest Pocket Esti- 
mator, a separate book of 220 pages of up-to-the-minute estimat- 
ing and cost data in condensed tabular form. PRICE $12.00 


DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF FORMWORK FOR CON. 
CRETE STRUCTURES. By A. E. Wynn. Revised 1951. 312 
pages, 229 illustrations, 9 folders, 11 design tables. Complete de- 
signs for formwork for every type of plain and reinforced con- 
crete structure, from simple footings to arch bridges, with tables 
from which the sizes and quantities of timber required for any 
type or size of structure can be seen at a glance. PRICE $6.15 


CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION MADE 
EASY. By Leslie Turner and Albert 
Lakeman. Reprinted 1948. 118 pages, 
69 illustrations, 16 tables. A practical 
book that solves problems in design 
and erection of any type concrete struc- 
ture. Full designs with tables and all 
necessary information for building 
foundations, walls, columns, floors, 
roofs, staircases, beams, water tanks, retaining walls, lintels, form- 
a6 saw-tooth roofs, etc. Written clearly and plainly. PRICE 
2.10 


=) 


ELEMENTARY GUIDE TO REINFORCED CONCRETE. By Al- 
bert Lakeman. Revised 1950. 88 pages, 79 illustrations. Clarifies 
principles governing design of reinforced concrete for the reader 
who has no previous knowledge of the subject. Simple explana- 
tions are illustrated with clearly drawn diagrams that make the 
text readily understandable for the beginner. PRICE $1.60 


REINFORCED CONCRETE DESIGNER’S HANDBOOK. By 
Chas. E. Reynolds. Revised 1951. 344 pages, 69 tables, 40 illustra- 
tions, 106 examples. A standard work of design data for everyday 
use. Has large, easily read design tables that cover every type of 
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All of the following books are available 
from Concrete Publishing Corp., 400 West 
Madison Street, Chicago 6, Ill. Prices are 
for cash with order and include postage. 


Good Books for Concrete Men 


reinforced concrete structure—with fully worked examples, short 
cuts and simplified methods proved in practice and essential for 
rapid solutions of problems. PRICE $5.20 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE. By Kurt Billig. Published 1953. 
470 pages, 119 graphs, tables and drawings, 31 illustrations. The 
first of three parts deals with general data and fundamentals, the 
second with the design of prestressed structures, the third with 
design problems and a number of numerical examples. Each chap- 
ter is followed by an extensive bibliography. Included is Dr. 
Billig’s proposed Code of Practice for prestressed concrete. 
PRICE $9.00 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE STRUCTURES. By August E. 
Komendant. Published 1952. 261 pages, 124 graphs, drawings and 
tables, 34 illustrations. A comprehensive discussion of prestressed 
concrete in a brief and simple form for the use of men in the 
field as well as those engaged in research. Covers general consider- 
ations; physical properties of materials; changes of forces and 
stresses due to plastic flow and shrinkage; and representative pre- 
stressed structures. PRICE $6.00 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE. By Gus- 

tave Magnel. Revised 1954. 345 pages, 

328 illustrations. Contains both the the- 

ories of prestressing and examples of 

its use. Chapter subjects include: the 

7 principle of prestressed concrete; meth- 

ods of prestressing; statically determi- 

“- nate beams; continuous beams; tests; 

creep of steel and concrete; buckling 

during prestressing; effect on prestress of time and superimposed 

load: permissible stresses; applications of prestressed concrete; 
and prestressed precast concrete. PRICE $8.00 


PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES OF PRESTRESSED CON- 
CRETE. By P. W. Abeles, D. Sc. (Vienna) and member Institute 
of Structural Engineers. First American edition, with all notations 
adapted to the American standard. Textbook of 112 pages which 
discusses thoroughly the elementary principles of prestressed con- 
crete as well as its applications in practice. PRICE $3.75 


DESIGN OF PRESTRESSED CONCRETE STRUCTURES. By 
T. Y. Lin. New 1955. 456 pages. 242 illustrations. Comprehensive 
coverage of all phases of prestressed concrete structures, empha- 
sizing American methods and conditions. Formulas, tables and 
graphical methods are so introduced that both preliminary and 
final designs can be made with ease. Costs of prestressing are also 
considered and prestressed lift slabs and pretensioning products 
are described. PRICE $11.50 


SIMPLIFIED MASONRY PLANNING AND BUILDING. By 
J. Ralph Dalzell. New 1955. 376 pages. 182 illustrations. Practical, 
step-by-step guidance for planning and building all common types 
of concrete, concrete block, stucco and similar masonry struc- 
tures. Includes basic information on cement, concrete and mortar. 


PRICE $5.00 


CONCRETE SURFACE FINISHES, RENDERING AND TER- 
RAZZO. By W. S. Gray and H. L. Childe. Reprinted 1948. 124 
pages, 132 illustrations. Detailed descriptions of every practical 
method of finishing concrete and improving the appearance of 
old and new concrete structures. PRICE $3.10 


THE TECHNOLOGY OF CEMENT AND CONCRETE. By 
Robert F. Blanks and Henry L. Kennedy. New 1955. 422 pages. 
155 illustrations, charts, tables and graphs. In logical order and 
clear, simple language it covers the known facts about the materi- 
als used in concrete and their concrete-making qualities. Main em- 
phasis is on portland cement and aggregates, with a special effort 
to include data on which information is not readily available 
elsewhere. PRICE $11.00 
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Block for ROOFS 
Fire-safe walls? Of course! But fioors and roofs should 
be fire-safe, too. Walls are full of openings ( windows, 
doors, etc.), while floors and roofs are relatively solid. 
Actually, TWICE the volume of block is required for 
floors and roofs than is required for walls. So why 


not go after this profitable market? Supply customers 
with wall, floor and roof units. 


SOFFIT 


All these building 

units are made on a 

Besser Vibrapac. And the same Plain 
Pallets can be used. Get all the facts. 


Write for Bulletin 


BESSER :*« 


COMPANY .- 


ALPENA, MICHIGAN, U. S. A. 


Complete Equipment for 
Concrete Block Plants 
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WILLIAM M. AVERY 


What's In A Name? 


W E used to know a whimsical character in the business world 

who claimed that all he asked for in any competitive situation 
was an unfair advantage. We were reminded of him the other day 
when an acquaintance in the concrete products field told us, with 
an air of obvious triumph, that he had managed to have his material 
written by name brand into an important specification. 


At best business principles are tenuous things, and we know 
of few areas of human activity that lend themselves so well to lofty 
statements of intention in preparation for less than lofty actions. But 
if we were in the concrete products business, and were offered the 
particular kind of unfair advantage that goes along with a brand- 
name specification, we think we'd pause and reflect a moment before 
embracing the idea. 


We believe there is no significant difference between the aver- 
age brand-name specification and any of the restrictive covenants 
that so seriously mar both the business and the social horizons in the 
United States today. The brand-name specification requires only that 
a product be manufactured on the right side of the tracks to be ac- 
cepted; the restrictive convenant sets the same requirement for 
human beings. Neither concerns itself very much with questions of 
performance. 


It is sometimes argued, in defense of this approach to specifica- 
tion writing, that of course the matter of performance is taken into 
consideration at the time the brand is selected. But materials have 
this important characteristic in common with human beings: they 
inevitably change over a period of time in response to forces which 
have nothing whatever to do with the names by which they are 
called. 


So we believe, or perhaps we just hope, that if somebody offered 
to write a material we manufactured into an inflexible specification, 
we'd quietly decline—on the sufficient grounds that in the long run 
it would be better for us, as well as for everyone else concerned, to 
meet the much tougher demands of a performance specification. 
We'd like to think that we would also distrust the whole idea for 
the same reason that we distrust any sort of restrictive covenant: be- 
cause the next one that is written might declare us out of bounds 
for some reason. 
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MR. BLOCK PLANT OWNER... 


STEARNS 


for complete concrete products plant equipment 


———-——— | ; 


IMD 


versatile, 


If you are interested in the finest, most com 
plete line of concrete products plant equip- 
ment .. . look to STEARNS. Engineered to 
give you MORE and BETTER BLOCKS per 
dollar, Stearns equipment means longer 
machine life . . . less down time ... greater 
PROFITS for you. Check and compore 

ASK ANY OWNER .. . and you'll agree 
that STEARNS offers more! Write today 


» SKIPLOADERS for illustrated folders. 
) TURNTABLES 
» PALLET RETURNS STEARNS 
7 OFF-BEARERS 


ADRIAN, MICHIGAN e U.S.A. 











Upper drawing shows swinging stripe 
per shoe contacting thick beveled di- 
vision plate, ready to move to right 
— to contact stationary stripper shoe 
— to produce a block with U.P.T. 


Lower drawing shows swinging strip- 
per shoe—ofter clearing higher core 
plate — and contacting stationary 
shoe — ready to strip U.P.T. block. 


PLAIN END OR CORNER BLOCK 
With UPT, the core plate mark 
is now completely eliminated on 
the end of block. Perfects corners 
of buildings and ends of walls. 


FIRST IN PRODUCING A BUILDING 
BLOCK WITHUNIFPRESSED Pop* 


Again Besser forges ahead with another FIRST in the Concrete Block Industry. 
This time it’s U.P.T. ...a block with Uni-Pressed Top... entire top surface 
made smooth. Note these new U.P.T. features: 


& Block has no machine marks, whatsoever. 
P All six sides are now smooth, 


> Concrete under core bar—packed the same density 
as rest of block. 


e Higher division plate required, provides means for 
packing block edges better. 

> Materially reduces grinding on floor filler units — 
as block is smooth. 

> Makes perfect job of pressure grouting floor and 
roof planks — no weak points in center of block. 


U.P.T. attachments are available in 3 core, 2 core and 
floor & roof filler block. Get all the facts from your 
Besser representative, or write: 


BESSER VIBRAPAC — the fully auto- 
matic concrete block machine. Produces 
high quality masonry units, of any de- 
sired texture and density, at the lowest 
possible cost. 


A 8889-1PBC 





